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INTRODUCTION 



The researchers of reading, working at the research Instltdtei- of 
librarlan^hip In socialist countries, met in Budapest between October J5- 18, 
1974.. The xronference was organized by the Centre for Library Science and * 
Methodology at the National Szdch^nyi Library. Researchers from 8 coxin- 
Hries presented the results of their empirical - sociological, psychological 
and pedagogical - research in five subject areas: 

1. Library and society 

2. Library and social strata ^ 

3. The effect of the Library ' ^ , 
4- Thg, reading of educational literature 

5. The reading and reception of flctioh 

22 papers submitted in advance were orally supplemented and discussed at 
the conference. « 
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OPENING ADDRESS 



ZIRCZ, Peter /ftepresentatiVe.of the Ministry of Culture i& Budapest/ , 

rlrv nf 'ilLZfJi^^^^ Vorosmarty, the great, Hungarian poet, a contempo- 
\& ste??^!?H°^'T?: ° like this: "Can Books make the 

iX/^ft^^^ 1 The answer he gave sone 130 years ago wis of course 
fj . ' lJ*' the social inequalities, he could not hope 

Ihl t ^TfZ "»tT^*"°''- ^ ?^ t*^" t° socialist revolution. 

transforation, <u.d the realization of the' cultural revolution, 
Sr^le'eSo'i^-f lll^? offspring, book printing i became public p^op- 

=^^^8 reading has become a mass phenomenon, it deserves a sci- 

no fet^r^^8K''^'°?\'^\" ^^Pi'* Sro^'^ of ihe mass mZL h^ 

h«I.nf ^ the "Gut^berjg Galaxy"; it is ju3t the use of leisure time that 
became more richly varied. 

inv-Lo.H!^?^'' '^I^^'^V ^ ^^^^ "^"^^^ 4^^t °f all be extended to an 

Ja T^^^^ ^^'"^ °^ reading, and of the readdVs' behaviour 

nnlVifri''^ ^ nl!', "'^S*^ t\at kind of wort began comparatively late; 
none tehe less the little team in charge of the r«;search boasts With good a - 
chievfements by now. , o"""-" 

' 'J consider it as a most important fact lhat our achievements con- 
research of the reading of the workiag classes did not remain 
tf^t fJ^'^'^li t^«r bee" realized in geneml mea^res, too. Conclu- ' 
tik^n fntT" T."^ gained through readtr g researches have been ' 

taken into accot^t by the Central Committee of the Hungarian Socialist 

Z°^T'I^'^\ruV, l'^"^ ^^"^ °f A resolutton on gen. 

era! education, tmblished in summer, 1974.., 1 ^ 

Escarpit has also acknowledged the outstanding achievements of 
reading research experts working in the socialistf countries. A hard- won 
prestige, however involves obligations, too. TrU a Marxist's point of 
view, research and it^-^Yoduct cannot be contrasted to adaptabilitv. To 
bring an example: 3o tar, we succeeded in drawinE a map of th« surface of 
Tm^?, .^^^^k'^I. completed our geologfcal map. We know th^ 

^boTth^f ^^^^^^''t'^^ 7'^?''^ people's readings, but we know much less 
about the individual reader ' spreading efficiency, And about all the 'mv" 
miestions m general. We miist admit, at the same i?iLme, that, in spite of all 
the adiievem^ts of reading on a mass scale, there have remained some 
problems in popularizing reading. At the time of a supervision of Hungarian 
schools earned out by the. Hungarian Socialist Wqrkers' Party, some of 
the participants emphasized the.problem, that teachkrs alonelaSbarentiy are - 
not able to carry out the whole Work of popularizing! reading. tSw^s why 
the question of schooUlibraries gained prominence, land that is . / we took 
up tfte Idea of summer reading- camps for the young, i 
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As for the aro^-nps, we h^ve put. an eiid to ilUtera^but there ai 
«Silsettonmve.tl8«tl«8«:s=alono{r..Ulyit.elt. 

orgaaizatlon. Discussion of research ^ethoas ana acni opportunities ,in this 
importance , our --f?"^^^^;^" ^^^3?^^^,?^ investigTtirof connections 
field. AnoJ*^^V°P^'=°f Obviously, the 

relations of the socialist countries. 



ERIC 



10, 



KOtODZIEJSKA. Jadwlga " \ 

THE ROLE O** i>UBi^C LTORABIES 

IN THE POPULARIZATION OF READING 



. 4ohoo&,Ii£'?h^;;;'^^^^^^;^,|.'" ."'Ss ..wy at ho™ .„d 

- the organizational shape of the network of public UbrarieS ' 

- ih| „nicture of book collection and the princ»plc. of book pubUsh- 

• the mSSo??'VS'' .""Hao".. with" p.bu?d. 

th» «^ ^ °n those social circumstances which exert a decisive iXence on 
the scope of the social functions of books and which should also exert S/i^ 
fluence on the general and special principles of libraries The diffl^Uit^^n 
Se LTofl^Ml"" °'r^i^« P"'"'^ ar^cToseV conneS^d wi^^^ 
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brace's xn'our times such rur^l libraries as well which serve only several , . 
hundred readers. At the same time it em^braces also the New York Public . 
brary one of the largest in the world, which has 4,5 million volumes and 
25,006 current periodical titles, and serves the. whole academic world. 

A diffl^ntlation^of the "social renge of influence exerted by public li- 
^ braries Is th3 main fedfture which sets them apart from other libraries, the 
•principle of linivers^ilism in giving access to their collections, though the ^ 
connections between public libraries and phenomena occurring in science ^ 
and technology are being thrown into relief more and more and much points 
to the fact that they will gain momentum. In countries like the United States, 
Great Britain and the Soviet Union libraries are more and more connected 
with the national library and information system, too - especially the system, 
of scientific and technical ijiformation - as well as the collection of technical 
literature and renderthg services for industrial and trade institutes and the 
specialists of various branches of science. The public library as a bridge 
between the world of technics and the humanities is adopting ^ore and more^ 
distinct organizational forms in our times, ifhough the process of these trans- 
formations often cause* conflicts and is not clear and obvious to every lil?ra- . 
ry. The more so, since, in addition to the necessity to develop services for 
scientific and technical groups, t-h^ublic libraries are more and more of- 
ten deluded in organizational forms, the purpose of which is the develop- 
men^f mass culture. The growth of tlue role^of the ^tate in the development 
of culture and the planning of science is just like in the general educational 
and cultural firogramme. General educational Activities and cultural a<;tiv- 
ities are created by the governments of various -courftries. ' ^ . 

The dynamlx: development of public libraries and reading in the second ^ 
half of the I9th century were accompanied by intensive demographic, indus- 
trial and ed^ucational development. According to D.^Riesman's opinion, de- 
velopment was most outstanding in the United* States where the development • ^ 
of trade, transportation and services becar^ie predominant. It created condi- 
tions for the development of *a consumer society and contributed to tjie initial 
demographic decrease. The development in the field of the productive and 
technical possibilities of the printed word was so large-scale that a surteit 
of the printed word was beginning to be felt - this, of course, refers tQ 
children's environment in the 'first place - as well as a surfeit of mass me- 
dia. These observations are in accordance with the results of polls.cdnduc- 
ted among readers-. The polls conducted in the United States and Great Brit- 
ain revealed a decrease In the traditional interest in books, moreover a con- 
sliierableV^rcent^ge of p6opl« did not read at alU^ ^ / 

/. According to the reading survey in Italy, 1962, 40 per cent of adults ^ 
either never used to read or had stopped reading. 

According to the results of the survey in Hungary, .1964.> 39,4- percent 
of a total of 2, J77 people did not read. % ' 

In Slowakia, 1970, 21,2 percent of the sampled people did not read. 

The French Institute for Public Opinion Poll% found'iA 1967 that 53 • 
percent of 6,865 people did not use any literature at all. ' ' '1 ^ 



Clovek a kniha. Bratislava 1972. S. 19. 
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.u^ ^T^^^?JJr^ Holland as well, where ^0 percents of 

the respondents ia I960 admitted that they did not like to read/ 

U4 A * Central Statistical Office conducted a survey of this 

c,.'J^ A V concentrated on the ext^n^c to which the population con- 

sumed cultural goods. Thq number of people'iiyi the sample was 25.539 the 
lower age level being 15. According to the iirformation revealed by the data 
jy , 5 percent of all the respondents did not read a single boofc in 1972 while 
only 6 8 percent did not view television. Poland is still far from' satis- 
tying the needs regarding books, , newspapers and pcjriodicals. Other 'social 
reasons, characteristic of, socialist countries, exist besides which try to 
resolve the problem of^a.^s f^e^dlng, especially m the countryside vhere as 
many as 56,7 percent of adults of various trades did not read a jingle book ' 
At the same time, thid Proportion was 26,4 percent in towns. All these fac- 
tors point to the fact tl^^ educational level of rural population i^ lower .than 
that ot urban population, the organization of work is still far below the pre- - 
sent level. It is at the expense of free time, of course, in the countryside* 
Those people who work in the industry work evert insthe fields in addition to 
travel and work at their working places. These reasons' abdv» all exert an 
inJ-luence on the popularization of reading culture among rural population. 

\ • ^ ^ ^ 

opi^o^ perspectives for the develof^ment of general educa-" 
tion are the following: more opportunities must be provided in villaces and . 
towns for reading the level of which must raised. 

t> ut. ^.^ctober 13, 1973, the Seym /Parliament/ of the Polish People>s 
Republic adopted a resolution cfefnceming the national educational system- - 
Universal secondary school education in a general lO-year secondary school 
must be ^irovi^ed for every citizen. Besides, the programmes of institutions 
ol higher education must be changed as well as the possibilities of hiaher e- 
ducat ion must be broadened. Mmhh attention must be devoted to centers of 
permanent education as well as those institutions which promote a variety of - 
forms of individual self- education, Also the public libraries belong to the 
latter Our decision to treat public libraries as an integral part of the en- 
H i '^f^f^^^^^^ system within the county 1^ fully justified since they exert 
their influence on two thirds of the citizehs who In their responses stressed 
thfeir contacts with4)ooks. This means that mainly in big- city centres only 

l^Jf^^^''^u ^^ ^ ^ ^^^^"^ ''^^'^^''8 requirements by buying books or acquiring 
them rrom other sources. ^ i o 

ui ^ Children and youth constitute a Very lar^e percentage of readers' m 
librarnes. Their interest;^ in reading and activity cOme to an end after* gradu- 
ation ftrbm school they become estranged from books. The developnjent of . 
the school network creates undoubtedly fertile ground fer the development of 
readin&i* but does not bring it about automatically. R. Escarpit confimied 
that .the lost of active contact Vith books among adults takes place at. school 
or even earlier in thfe family. '^The problem of reading habits is being sol- 
ved , writes the author of The Revolution of the Book "actuially already in 
. - * \ 

+ R. Escarpit: Reading Kabits and book hunger. Courier Unesco 
1972. January. 

-Hv W. Lagodzinskl: Uczestmctwo w kulturze. 
Wiadomosci statystyc?ftt 1974.. nr. 1. 
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the nursery school," As was stressed time ajid again, the child who-comes 
across the book for the first time;^hen staifting school, usually cStoects 
the habit of reading books with the school. If the child has trouble with 
learning or it does not satisfy him, » this may discourage the child to learn 
and he stops regular reading as soon as he leaves school. Th\t9«; it is ex- 
tr^meJLy important theut the book should retch the i:hi,ld' before sch'^ol age 
and forufi an integral part of its everyday occupimlons and games*- , 

E.scarpit's observation is correct, nevertheless It seems that a radi- 
cal division line Is dfrawn between spontaneous reading /poetry or other/ 
and*\vhat is obligatory in school. This Is felt .especially by those children 
who have already been accustomed to books at^l^onje. The habit o/ buying 
books for small children has become mofS 'widespread ^^pe dally in villages 
only since the existence of People '*s Poland. Nevertheless, the institution*, ^ 
whlch'teaci^es the majority of children and maintains the relation between' 
-them and reading and stimulates various kinds of interest in them is the 
'school. Institutionalized Treading at school is of obli^ator^A nature it is tha 
most necessary didactic process. But there ^Iwys exists the danger that 
children will not b^ interested in reading poetry. These processes must be 
reflected tn the wor)c of libraries. % ' , •* 

■ , . .* " - ' 

* ' Children and young people account for almost half of the reading cli- ► 
entele in public libraries. In some countries this percentage is even higher, 
e.g, in the United States. According to the stirvey conducted by L.A, Mar- 
tin in Chicago, 1962,- 62 percent of all the reglstered«readers were under- 
20. Almost half of thp young people /49,3 percent/ were secondary school 
pupils and students of higher schools^" A part of the thild readers i^i the 
Chicago Pubirc Li^rarj' also told that 550 primary schools. In this qity had 
no organized school libraries, in this sitxiation the p\il5ll<^ libraries have to 
perform these functions until the time the school libraries have reached an 
appropriate, organized level. 

According to 1971 stat4.stical data in Poland youth constltute4 52 
per<^cnt of the total n\mvber of the readers in the public library networks, 
in -cities such as Warsaw, -Lddz, Cracow, Szczedn and' Lublui.the structure 
of library readers Is similar. Young people, mdinly university ahd high 
school students, prompted by the organization of their ovm schools, seosloris 
examinations, holidays, determine the fhythm of the work performed by "pub- 
lic libraries. Hence one of the fundtamental dile^mmas In the organization of 
conttemporary libraries Is to ihaintaln the balance between the needs of those 
who are studying and the requirements of the urban population In general. 
Ignoring the fact of the insufficient equipment of school libraries and their • 
poor supply with books, children and young people go to public y.braries^ac- 
cording to their interests. The surveys revealed that obligatory school 
reading matter and the material the children read was not the same. The de- 
velopment of t^ie imagination, sensitJLvity , dreams of adventures are satisfied 



R. Escarpit: op.cit. 

++ L. A, Martin: Library response to urban change. A study of the Chicago 

Public Library. Chicago, 1969, n ^ 

» -\ 
+++ Biblioteki publiczne w biczbacj w 1971 r, Warszawa 1972, 
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imrfa ly b j> j pui iuueuiu, madluK lUrough Ttrg-pTifattC Itbraries. The function of 
school libraries must be considered in this context.- Is the school UbVa^ ob 
rHiinir '"'^ " P'-^^'^^ opportu^i^slor ipoata^eoJ; 

"tk-^ present the second function is being performed by public Ubrarlea 
Therefore th^ may be treated as institutions which carry out oeiimne^^^^ 

school and extra-curricular studies. Thus, everybody may add to his Low 
l^^.f ^"d ^^^-^t" at every stage of his life. A^cord^lnglJ, those g^dTn^' 
principles pust be drawn up on the basis of which the .muli.1 refati^ be. ' 
tween mainiy school and public librartes may be established. 

HK^.^/''''Tt''^ account for 10,9 percent of the reading cUentele lni)ublic 
libraries The situation is not much better in this respect in other countries 
nite thi thTf ^'I''^''^" ?Z^' Britain are also rather llmiterdes-' 
Jilt ^"'^^^ country Ubrarlanship and workers' mpvement go ' 

"^^vn^if t^\''^*«e P'^^*- According to surveys\ conducted by b! LudTham 
n^KH. .r''^''^ Recounted for 16 percent of th4 total numbef of readers of ■ 
=^hi„> V^'l'^rt^f- Surveys conducted among boys attending a vo^tional 
' ^Sf tri^t^J 'fitai" je^^led that in manv workers' families reading was 
mm ll T * n ""^^ * realliecesslty of lif?.^ That {f why 

™ t'vMK^r ^rff''^^ bookshops thotrgh booksellers organise ^ 
Xr ffrt« th t ^'V ^t '•esnlts from these and many 

other facta that the popularization of reading. is-very significant in every 

of ^^'^['''■'.^ Significant to ful/iU the conditions of accessSy in ' 

secondary and high education. . ai.i.caaiuim.jr ui 

r,>„Hini".f'^f"^''V '^'^^atlon, an extremely Important factor which promotes 
v^f™nf '""p'^'"? organization of Vork, which brings in its wake the de- 
velopment of professional management, the necessity to raise qualifications 

al sl^l ^^^XVifZ"'"^^"^'^^ i^P'^^f ^"""^ of physical ,^Orks. Profession- 
al skill can be increased only where the modernization of Industry, is not a 
mere slogan but reality. A. Gladysz We- "Technical, economi? and social ' 
J K .i" ^'^"^ production enterprises stlU is far frpm the ideal or for the 
time being far from fulfilling the^e aspirations. . . " It follows from the 
foregoing that the activity of the public libraries must be made effectlvfe. It 
must be effective so that work of. libraries should be connected with broader 
• social motivations that will promote the cultural aaivation of individuals and 
.entiro groups. Criteria of professional promotion must play the role of prl- . 
mary stimulation in this, process. They will give preference to efforts to 
raise certain qualifications, the undertaking of further studies and a ralslnc 
of the general cultural level. , ^ * • 



t'B. Luckhain: The Library in Society. London 1971. p. 26. 

++P.H. Mann - J. Burgoyne: Books and reading. London, 
19o9. R. 7.6. • ^ . ' 

+^+A, Gladysz: Robotnlczy a kslazkl. ICatowice 1972. p. 76. 



The results of s\fi:*veya.^,«€:onducted In variou^ fields are the foUowi|ig: 
different language courses - al^o because of the increase of possibilities to 
travel abroad - are very popular, e.g. learning Russian and Englisht 

In other words public libraries will achieve positive results in the - 
popularization of reading only If reading will constitute a socially functional • 
value for individuals and groups.. Namely , reading' considerably differs from 
the reception of contents. As A.Kloskowska states, reading slgiilfies con- 
scious participation in culture of all those to whom Cultural activitjr has be- 
come an absolute need. The broader the social scope of such participation, 
the closer the implementation of the model of , socialist culture, destined for 
the thinking, reflective Individual, the possession of general and professional 
knowledge, sincerity, complete mastery of the mqjher tongue as well* as the 
knowledge of important foreign languages. He is aware of the place of his 
country and the appropriate Nj/ays of its development) aware of the history 
and culture of his country. 

The mass media, televisi,on, radio and film, are most significant 
' for the dissemination of science and raising t^e educational level of the broad 
masses of. the population. Many successful attempts to utilize television and 
rad'lo to arouse various interests have been made. But this does not mean 
that television and radio can #eplace books and become the main culture- cre- 
ating element. "It should be borne in mind' that books contain words which, 
in certain^ conditions of poetic creativity, are also images. Thus, between 
the .image conjured up by a book and the image 6n^ sees on the screen thxire 
is no basic difference, and actually only one, but a very essential one, be- 
cause the image on the screen does not leave any freedom to the imagination 
- It is what it is."/ Several important sur\?eys testify to the fact that read- 
ers are the exclusive consxuners of the„ radio and television culture because 
radit> and television treat different social, local, piwfessional problems and 
their critical influence is greater. ' This is a statement extremely impor- ^ 
, tant for Ul>raries. Ot^e of the conditions for the popularization of reading a- 
mong the population is the expansion of the library networks. 

r. ^ If we are to characterize libraries according to the roles they 
^ played in the popularization in reading and the results they achieved , this is 
" primarily dependent on the jqpati^l extension of a wide library network. On 
this aspect^ surveys were-'Conducted among others in the United States, Great 
Britain, Ital^^ and P$>land, too. In the Polish countryside those who live far- 
ther away„than 3 1^ fron) a library simply do not visit it. The majority of 
rW^lerS live within a raciius of 1 km. ^t* follows from this that the library 
•network must be expanded with a view to make it advantageous for every read- 
er. This v/as realized well by S^>vlet librarians ^ho set up smaller libraries 
even In-'th^ smallest .settlements In t^xe twenties. Some librarians 4re in^cUned 
to assume that the growth of |^ number of rseaders Is primarily dependent :on 
* the spatial extension of the library network. Naturally this* Is on,ly pn^ ^^.^^ 
Tjiany reasons. If does not a^em us less Important that llbrarlaiis should ^8155,- 

+ A. Kld^skbwska: Powszechnosc I pjekno. ^'Kultura*" 1969. 'nr. 8. 
++ A. Moravia: The Image and the World. Courier UNESCO 1972. January 
+-M- B. Luckham: pp.dt. ^ ' ° * ^ 

May - J. >J^olosz: Charakterystyka obslugl blblloteczi>ej gromedy. 
Warszawa 1966, 
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to satlffrii^^o "f aPP'-oP'-l^te resources the -public libraries are unable " 
"thThJr'^^s ofllK^^^^^ More contacts ought to be ostabI^i!2^ ' 

sixould be aimed at the populartzatlon of readinc. at the creatLn of .^r.^!^^ 



"^"^ 1^'"' ""^ portvipa <:o^er mo a ' pessinUftt 

In vaiuoir* th« pr*s«nt state o< libraries. My pes.imiamXpw*vori i« 
course nbt whoUy genuine. Ever/ 14t>rauy has gone Uhx,.^ ^ ^ow evc^u- 
Uonal process in hielory. When emphasi. on the signlTic^e oT^t^S^ 
became aiore apparent, the eodal role cl 41braries al*p <*ia,^. T^Tflftv 
r^^.-l*^: bobJ^reading public are young '^^^ik/^^'J^ 
in pubUc libraWe., c»ie may asiMone that «K:hool libraries do not work 
Tn ""' i!!^ •P^'-^*^*"^ oi our chUdren mus? be t^i^ 

in pubUc Ubrarle., In smaU towns and viUoB^ their tasks are 'ino^^ 
/ ^ •^^PP'y'nS niiik^rkas th^ are needed (or the course off school 

I caUon (cpmpulscry and\home readings). ~ w« «f«u- 

.-in ^^^^ P€Ople>isil public libraries to a Jesser extent. My coUeagues 

vnu ftKre the reasowi tor it: my intenUcn was to say , some words about 
♦ organiralianol quesUon^ in cny .paper. 



h™- h-*^^!^ Ubrar»s undertake several pedagogical duUes, too. For the 
Ume^beire^ they ore but unable to cope with so many tasks. The best so- 
hjtton would be, first oT all, an intensive development ot the School library 
#y»t«D; there ^ most favourable cpportunity otfers itself lor estabUshlng an 
tamediate and organised relation viith the children ^ ihe yout^ the book« 
rending pubUc ot me Ft^urn- . y^^M wok« 

h^i,^ ^ ♦H^*^?^?' ^' ever in<ireasing number cl young people yi^ked /or the 
help, ci the informaUve services of ftbe jpublic and reference librariesJ it is^ 
apparent that libraries mUst adjust themselves to the changed demands. 



WAUGORA. Johanna. ^ 



ADULT USERS OF THE SERVICES OF PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
IN THE GERMAN. DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC 



INFORMATION' ON THET^UlRY 

, The results reviewed here'are based on b research study that was 
- »rftedout by the Zentralinstitut fur Bibliothekawesen, in' 1970. Theaunof 
the maul.^ was a qualitative analysis of the demands directed to pub ic libra- 
Ses Th7lnqulr?.^id not aim at finding out the potential demand for library 
services in the^ipjilation as a whole. We wanted to know, however , what 
secUon of the sSdL^TiSrthe present period of development went to the libra- . 
rfe" °it?their de^^^^^ and at what kinds of liferature and services -these 
demands were directed. ■ ' 

The^ia of the study H«re collected by means of the general recording 
of Ubrarv use in nine medium- sized libraries during one calendar week: main 
Ubrarie7of district towns of different size /a^'^-^S-SO, 000 inhabitants / 
showing far-reaching similarities with-regard to the composition of the col- 
re«Tonl and the ser^ces rendered. The towns" were identified by means of , 
a controlled randota sample, /oxy user who visited the library during the pe- 
riod of the 'inquiry was given a questionnaire the moment he left the library,. 
The qiest!ons%eYated to%he borrowed* literature , the purpose of borrowing, 
the services made use of. All the libraries und«r survey had open access 
shelves and only small closed cqllections^ if at a U.>oreover there w^^^^ 
no reading rooms in the libraries in question, yet they had to offer other 
recreation and work facilities within the open acceiSs area. 



RESULTS 



a/ During the period of the investigation 'here. Were 1,85 library ac- 
tivities per use? in the premises of the libraries /this figure does not mclude 
ti,» »"^tiP<, "hook return" and "book charging"/ ..This average vanes lafge- 



scored for non-working groups /pens — . . 

/1,5S per head/. The, different modes 5f behaviour became clear even ttirougii 
ihese quantitative results. \ 

Now we shall consider a group of activities that we shall describe as 
"active library use". Such activities imply mora familiar relaUons to liter- 
ature and libraries and simultaneously tend to an extensive use of the serv- 
ices rendered by the library. These 'groups incWde the following activities. 



/I have/ . 

- used the catalogues 

- placed an order for Interlibrary loan, 

- ma4e inquiries ^bout n^w library materials , y 

- asked for Information, 

- Used the reference collection, 

- reviewed periodicals, ' 

- read over an atrticle , ^ . - • 

- reviewed books, 3 

- worked with the literature in the library for a time, - • 

These items record a total of 0,77 activities per head. What abojit the pro- 
portion of other user groups? , 
' "Active library use" and user giroups by occupation are the following: 
workers/clerks 0,74 activities per person 

professionals ,1,00 . - " - ^ » 

students . 0,90 - " - 

apprentices 0,91 - " - 

pupils 1,06 - " - 

^dfeusewives 0,41 - " - . ' 

jS^ensioners 0,34 - " - 

The highest level of activity is shown. by individuals engaged in edu- 
cation and by members of the intelligentsia. It is not necessary to list the 
figures by age-groups to prove that "active library use" decreases with 
age. The classification by educational J-evel,^' yields similar results: 
finished 8th grade 0,48 activities per person 

10th - " - 1,98 - " - 

- " - 12th - " - . . 0,95 - " - 

The extraordlnaii^ly high proportion of secondary school students 
from the lower grades /ten grades/ shows that many users still go to school. 
The respondents had been instructed to mark the educational level they strive 
to reach And wilt certainly reach/ Both the keen interest in literature and * 
the higher amount of leisure time might play a role here,,. Moreover "active 
library use". is important for the classification of users by adult education* 
activities outside their jobs : . • 

correspondence students ^0,96 activities per person 

evening school students 0,90 - " - 

continued professional training 0,89 - " - 

Obviously there Is heavy "active library use" In all the groups en- 
gaged In educational activities. The correspondence students are supposed 
^to be skilled workers, l,e, the members of the working class, 

b/ Catalogues, Every library with a full-time li,hrarian IS" obliged to 
ke'^p^rd catalogues /alphabetical, sy stem^ical and title's/^. The present 
inquiry did not examine what catalogue hkd been used but t f catalogues 
as a means of oirientatlon had been used at all,' Altogether a total of 9,9 per- 
cent of the seunple Indicated catalogue use. It is characteristic^yhat users' 
marked this item, * ,v 

Catalogues were used mostly by 

Percentage 

students ^ 19,5 % * 

apprentices 14,6 ' ^ 

• 14-15 years old 15,3 
18-25 years old * 13,7 
112th grade -15,2 
conrespondence students . 13,7 
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Catalogues were used less by 

Percentage 
over 65 years If 8 

55-60 years old * ^^'X 

60-65 years old 2,8 > 

These results correlate to the similarly lov values of housewives 

and pensioners. " ' ■ 

Catalogues are used preferably by young people And those vho are 
engaged in education while non- working groups and older people are less 
active. We have to consider the following explanations of this fact: 

. an educAtlonal situation or the cultivation of special Interests re- 
quires a complete record of the collections. The open access^ shelves which 
are never complete do not meet the demands of a purposeful selection of ma- 
teri'als. 

. young people had been acquainted wltji catalogues through system- 
atic tntroduptlons to library use. Moreover, it might be expected that young 
people rather take pleasure in searching by themselves and §elf« orientation, 

• It ought to be asked whether other means of information on the col 
lection than stationary card catalogues could better meet the demands of 
user groups which do not look for the literature deliberately. 

' The following conclusions for practical librarlanshlp ought to be 
Ltaken Into consideration: . 

- what means of information on.thd collectlop;s are necessary to 
meet different user needs? ' 

- what measures could be taken to Introduce users^better to cata- 
logue use? • , 

- how coijld these groups of the population, which need a complete 
record of the library collections, be yon as library users? 

c/ Consultation and reference service in the library. In this field 
there are totally different relatKms among the different user groups than In 
catalogue use. ^ ' * \ 

The two items 

- I consulted a librarian in selecting literature, and 

- I used the reference service , * 
were Included In the quesjtlonnalre in different forms because they refer to 
two different kinds of services, «' 

A total of - . . 

27,1 percent of the users consulted a librarian, and 
11,8 percent of the users the reference service. 
The number of users having a conversation with the librarian for consulta- 
tion Is thus much higher than the number of users marking the Item refer- 

we shall combine both values to Identify the totkl vdlilme^f personal 
'services: 

The librarian was most often consulted by the foUoMrlng^; 

Percentage 
evening school students 50, 4> 

corre^tpondence students 4^7,8 
60^65 years old 4^7,6 

• atxjve 65 years 44,3 ^ . . 

less than monthly 49^1 
use library only If required 46,1 
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The Ubrarlfl^n ^t/as consulted less by the follovlng ^ 
< Percentage 

?f r 35,2 - 

14- 15 years ola 35 4. 
use Ubrarj^ foxnnlghtly 35 1 2 
living within a distance of » 

5-15 mln, 35 7 • 

«„l^ IP ^y^y explain why Individuals who visit the library aeldom and 
only If reqOTred consult the librarian more frcqaently than Individuals who 
h^nr?^n^^^^^ come more frequently. The latter do not always Jieed the lU 
brarlan's guidance. It can be seen, however, that those usera are at the top 
of the column who are engaged In education outside their Jobs. 

* Wiiat about'thc relation between "con^ultallon" and "reference 'in the 

'^ f'J.^r groupy The figures'' of the following 5C^le Indicate the per- 
centage of 'Vcferencc^ in the category of "consultation": ^ ^ 
Maximum values - V Percentage 
continued professional training , 102,5 

correspondence students 63,5 - 

evening school students "57,5 ' 

18425 years old- 80 5 * 

15- 18 years old , go's 

professionals^ . -77*5 ' . 

students 58' 8 *^ 

pupils 5716 
apprentices 56 0 

By far the lowest figures are represented by the non-working groups and 
users with primary qualification /8lh grade/. "Consultation" Is exceeded by 
. reference In on(y one case: this Is the group of Individuals eng/iged In con- 
tinucd professional education. Older people and npn-worklng groups make 
more use of consultation than reference service. Distribution by age which 
' ^ot hilly listed here Indicates an Increase of "consultation" with age and ' 
from the age of 25 onwards a continuous decrease of "reiTerence", The re- 
sults show that a I I the u^ers need the librarian in the clrcuhitlon service 
In the sense of extensive communication. Though the differentiation of u^er 
demands the activity of the librarian becomes manifold and there are more 
opportunities for communication* 

d/ Among the services used also the Interllbrary loan service must 
be mentioned because It represents a request which connojt be met by the 
local library Itself. However, Interllbrary loan orders «re accepted only If 
socially Important requests are In question.' Within the actlktlcs, carried 
out In the library during the sampling period, "InterllbraX^^loan order-^'*- 
were placed by only 0,8 percent of the users. For the accpate evaluation 
Of this figure we have to refer to dnother complex of the In^Miry, It related 
to the total use of the Interllbrary loan service irrespective 6f the orders 
placed by individuals belonging to the sample, The questions if interllbrary ^ 
loan service was used, was answered in the affirmative by 6/8 percent of 
the users. In both <wmplcxes the following groups are remarkable: the 
group of working p^^le, among them thp Intelligence stressed groups; stu- 
dents and people visiting the.library only if rcfl:iuired. Interllbrary loan 
therefore ought to regarded as an tmpot^ant service because It represents 
one of the boundaries between the public ilbrary network and the whole ll'- 
brary system. The groups that make use of it have to cover long distances 
and visit the library seldom or only If required*. - ^ 
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' \ SUMMAky 

TK^ oresent study improves our knowledge of the present state of. 

' \1 hhrn^ ser^ce the specific characteristics of individual serv- 
'•V' W 'he features of S^^^^^^^ P-oups. It is possible for us to prove 

;r^r r:ier/arTno"the same and purposeful library servxce requires- the 
■x.•.o^*'^edge of the specialities of individual groups. 

Th. results of the analysis of the total use of services distinguish 

:.iressed groups. Ihe J^^^^ir, . users still going to school mth a 

education are for the most pa« members of the -orki^^^^ ^if the othe^ hLd, 

S^Jln^foS^^^^^^ ^d^c^Sonl^'ot^lilteri^^^^ Tflfe'J iT^' 

pr^ucS^n whldi users show only in the ^^^^^^^iVf^s.al^it^^Js. 
users, however, have the right to make use of the necessary services. 

In this study only some of the services of the library jvjrere aiutlysed, 
personality. ^ 

V. 

' ADDITIONAL STATEMENT 

' Port of our woric i» to give on ervidence Ihol Pf™"' 
hte or heruiSquo adltude . towards the Ubr^uv- Thanto to the longer le^ 

1 ^r.:"lTy ^trr.I""rr ree°^^cr:::eJ: i^t the g^up V tho«. 

longer lime In the Ubrary. consequently they demand more amerenutuea 
more modem ^^^^^ j;';;;:"-^ ^^ep their book-re-ding h«bll» In the future 

Ihem to the n««d» ol th« growing new generaUon, 
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VANCURA, Dalibor f. 

THE EDUCATIONAL EFFECT ©F LIBRARIES IN THE 
FIELD OF WORK WITH PROFE^ONAL LITERATURE 

•/ ■ ^ 
If we are to reflect upon the task of libraries within the systems of 
institutions engaged ui^adult education /the research tasks cairrled out so 
far dealt with per^soni?' over 15 years of age only/, we are compelled, ^at the 
very start, to ppse th^ jquestion, what a library, its place and role in socie- 
ty are in fact. At ftt^'t sight this may seem redurfdantp,. In the minds of moat 
people the libra ryl'i$ a cultural institution the main task of which is to lend 
them books for r|^a4ing or study, this function beiiig at the most limited by 
certain regulatitsns that hinder the reader in getting ^t^i boo^-of his choice. 
The roots of thii opinion ought te be sought in thk lytH' century, when it was 
fundamentally a progre&eive point of view correspoilding to the situation of* 
that age at least as far as society and later public U^braries were concerned. 
The reader at that time went* to the. library to get atbook and take it home, 
nothing more. Th^ image still lingers on not only in. the minds of many read- 
ers but unfortunately, of some librarians as well, although it has long since 
been outdated by the needs of registered and potentla^^ readers and the rapid 
growth of social needs both in this country cqrid throughout the world. The as- 
sumption that the only role of a library is solely to lend books is no longer 
acceptable. ^ 

But let us return to the original question. If we ask what a library 
is, and what its role and meaning are, we must necessarily conclude that its 
basic and inherent quality is its social influence, without which a library 
would not be a library but rather an institution existing for its own sake, aad 
for which we could hardly find either J>lace or justification within the frame- 
work of modem society. 

The establishment of direct social relevance is thus the basic com- 
mon feature of all libraries. This holds true of those libraries where, in ti. 
past, this function was hot emphasized but, on the contrary, even denied. 
This fnnctlon-cotnes even more s,ignifiCantly to the fore in the case of re- 
search libraries open to the public and libraries of cultural and educational 
natui^ where cooperation with the reader has had a longla sting tradition and 
has achieved much of value. i 

Along with the evolution of the place and the function of the library 
In society and the attitude tbwards it, the theory of librarjianship also under- 
went a change. The other functions of libraries, such as their social role, 
th^ir share in the development of science, in broadening and promoting of e- 
du cat ion in the democratization of culture and in forming the public opinion 
came ever more strikingly to the fore. 
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O S. Chubarjan^ relates the origines of modern Ubrartanship >^th 
Lenin, who consistently looked upon librarian ship a.s a social phenomen in 
connectron witV the overall social development and the econon^ic and cultural 
conditions of society. 

From Lenin' s principles it is also possible to derive important 
methodological conclusiLs stating that the evolution f Ifj-^f^^'jlf .^^s ' 
lect to Beneral laws of social development and cultural progress In this 
connection the social tasks of librarianship have formed the basis of he 
mt^efn the'orroriS^^ In this way librarianship, its methodological 

b^fs proble^ms, nature and research methods are contingent upon society, , 
"Ubrartanship is thus a branch of the Social sciences , making use of simi- 
lar research methods: It studies rules i the structure and nature of libra^' 
procedures «s a form of mass communi^tion. It is not a formal but a social ^ 
Jroblem clolely connected with the whole process of 'social development and 
demands a deeply scientific approach.", ■ 

If we recognize the theory of librarianship as part of the^ield of 
the social sciences and acknowledge the social function of libraries-, one of 
the foremost tasks falling to libraries will of necessity be the implementation. » 
S cuUiral anl educational tasks , be it purposeful and firm of purpose o* 
spontaneous. Considerable attetition is paid to this function in socialist 
co^tries. above all; the implementation of Lenin' s principles has become 
S^ea "ng pplicy in building Ubrary systems an4 advancing the activities of 
ffbrarles of^aU t^es and special fields. In the fcsSR, for instmice - as well 
as in o^her socialist countries - the principles are i;^?°rP°^f^^'^,f,^^^i;': 
brary Act /Act No. 53/ 1959, The Unified System of Libraries /Library Act 
of July 9. 1959./ 1 . 

In a period when the ongoing sciefttiiic and technical revolution is 
mkking unprecedented demands on cultural education, when the ;jeed or the 
d^velopm^t of various forms of refresher courses to f^^™! ^^^^^f P^Jl^ 
, quaiiSi^tions is growing, when the information explosion Pf^aly"^ « P^f" 
son's ability to absorb new knowledge*, it is necessary - as a counterweight 
tp^his pressvire - to emphasize emoti'c?nal, nioral and asthetic spheres of 
education in order to maintain the comprehensive influence and developmental . 
• unity of SersonaUty and to avoid distortions which would arise from a one- 
sided specialization in the educa|lonal process. 

^- The significance of thf human factor for the successful progress of 
the scientific and technical r#blution is also emphasized in the importartf 

■ study bvT^oup of authors faded by Radovan Richta , Civilization at the 
Crors%<Ai/Richta, RadoWfakol.: Civilizace narozcesti. Praha, Svobo 

■ I969II13.P. / Let us iiubte here from this book: "At a certato level of 
' tto^h Xcom^s obvloufthat the developnjent of man the growth of his 

fac^Uties Ind his creativ^aliilities becomes, the most f f^«^^^,;"f ^"'l, °/ 
eratina thl productive fblces of society and individual human life. . . /Page , 
!^ /^This tho^ht is then'Vlucidat^d in detaij. "If w.e Understand he concept 
of culturl according to Jclnt's maxim of long ago, as the cultivati^on of human 
nbilities ani forces, theft the scientific and tjechnical revolution might be 
^^^^^^■^s^s^%^ the greatest c^%ral revolution in history because 
irshmsllulture from th| margins of life dir^|tly into its centre. And it is 



* Chubarian O.S. : The Science of librarianship within the system of sci- 
eS. fh4 miterlal for the 36th sessioij <?f IFLA /Commission for thepry 
and research/. Moscow 1970. ;\ 
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exactly at rfiis level of the scientific and technical revolution, that is' at the 
higher level of the cultivation of the creative 'forces and talent of the work- 
ing people of which only a^^tiny part has been made use of so far that the on-* 
ly real opportunity of surpassing capitalism fs hidden." /page 176./ Also 
the Soviet duthor G. N.Volkov in his stimulating book entitled The. Sociolocv 
of Science /Volkov N.G.: Sociol6gia vedy/ Sociologickd uvahy o vedecko 
technickej ciUnostl/. Bratislava, Pravda. 1971. 375 p. / arrives at a simi- 
lar conclusion. "The theoretical maxim of Karl Marx, wh;ch states tha^ man 
IS the basic capital" x)f society, the basic pillar of production wnd wealth 
IS, under present conditions, making itself felt as an exact econpmic tenden-. 
qy both N^ithin a given society and in relations between countries. To many it 
may now seem quite obvious that in economic competition the system to win 
will be the one which will not only ensrure greater production but also create 
better conditions - both material and spiritual - for the development of per- 
sonality. The factor of scientific education is no longer a simple economic 
factor, but is tending to become one of the most decisive economic or rather 
posteconomic"factors." /page 33^, / 

, From all that has been said - and without much difficulty, much more 
evidence could be provided - it follows th^t the present stage of the scien- 
litic and technical revolution places great demands on education and through 
this on Ubrafies as well. It is also indispensably necessarv tcJ^cr^ate con- 
ditions facilitating the overall development of man's personalitv. This task 
is very exciting exactly'^because of its complex nature and because it re- 
quires a different approach to a number of pedagogical problems, it reveals 
new points of view and compels us to abandon traditional forms of work and 
th-inkmg that have become rigid through long and oft-repeated stereotype 
practice. " ' 

^ • Within the system of means aijc^ed at adult education /in carrying 
out the research- we have confined ourselves to readers over 15 years of 
age/ , the book is of exceptional importance. Lt can discharge its function to 
a higher degree than we sometimes realize because it may affect both our 
reason and our feelings. It may als,p serve as arn important instrumenffcof ou^ 
rational mastery of the world; it is a culmination of the practical experience 
of whole g'enerations and at the same time it shapes man and helps creare.his 
personality^ This is true of both Imaginative and professional literature evt^n 
though Sn each pf them^ different comppnent will prevail. If we confine our- 
selves here'to professional literature.it does not mean that we underestimate 
the impd't'tance of imaginative lit.eratur'e . It is^mpossible , however, to deal 
with the whole range of probliems in one paper nor would it be desirable at 

all. ■ ■ y : , ' ■ ^ ■ 

^ When speaking of the educational influence of libraries on the read- 
er, p'rofessional /i.e. non-fiction/ literature has played an important role, 
particularly in the sphere of shaping world views and in acquiring and utiU - 
i^ing new knowledge necessary both in the professional and leisure, activitie's 
of man. The research into the social function of libraries, which we carried 
out in recent years, has provided interesting data that were published in the 
books "How people.read in villages and Libraries" and "Readers in Towns", 
which are still available. /Vancara, Dalibor-Matejkova, Vera - Velinsky, * 
Mirko: Jak se cte na vesnici, Praha, Orbis 1969, 338 p. Va^cura, Dalibor 
- Velinsky, Mirko: Knihovny a ctenari ve mestech, Praha, SPN 1973, 126 
p. ' ■ , ; 

Therefore i shall only briefly mention some partial conclusions 
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foUowiag from the research v-.-; iO>i out so far. In its first stage, devoted 
. it^hwrna -.f viUaoe libraries, it appeared- that p.on-ficticJn read by vil- 
Lers /one til'd of^thot quesUonedTwrf^ predomiaantly of practical nature 
Lad more "Ln half of it concerned their main field of interest such as minor 
r^JaTrJ and housekeeping. Among those who "-dnon-fiction_^r professK^^^^^ 
purposes, agricultural literature came first, followed by technical, social- 
political and natural science literature. ^ ^ 

The readers' main source of information on prpfessionarUterature 
and the most effective form of its promotion is personal reconmendatlon. In . 
UU. Aspect the I'lbrary manages to keep informed only a smai; PJ^ ^^e . 
vhole population, mostly its readers. The readers who bo^W<i.^«f ^„ fl""" 
ib?aries were predomiaantly those who needed them for professional ptir- 
poses ^h^s suggests that libraries are more capSble of satisfying he con- 
Irete "^aes of readers than of {.roviding information on 

brought about the need to develop bibliographical and iafomation serv- 
iccs. The decisive ta.sk, however, is building stocks^^md extending acquisi- 
uoas. Currently the sitilation in village libraries is tadergping « basic 

hance due to the gradual establishment pf community libraries which make 
•±slble greater access to special literature in smaller communities as well. 
The question as to whether the 'stock of non-fiction met the needs of the in- 
habitants in a givten community was, in villages, answered 
bv on*, fifth of, those Questioned and the percentage m whose fPi^wn it was 
o'-av partially adequate was about the same. Thusrreader satisfaction is in 
direct proportion to the amount of stock afthe disposal of the users. In ur- 
ban libraries thete are other factors of great importance, namely, the wide 
assortment of journals and the higher standard of the information system of ' 
these libraries, even though also it required further improvement. 

We have poiSt'ed out that libraries pl^y an indispensable role in the 
field of education and culture and are capable of .developing them further. 
Research into the social ^vmction of libraries has provided a number of ex- 
amples of good results achieved by both village and" urban libraries. This _ 
fonns a solid basis for acocfihplisRing new tasks our society sets to "braries. 
f7e renect upon the conclusions df th^ XI vth Congress °^ 
Party of <:zechoslovakia and their application in the sphere of ^.^br^^i"' 
can no longer overlook the fact that they concern both young and adult people, 
thev consider ideological and professional education and leisure activities 
L^-LTas ttefot^afion of .life- styles. The implementation of the "n^us^^^ 
of the XlVth Congr,ess will necessitate certain changes in the organization ot 
library networks and their services as" suggested by the «Lethodologica^^ 
structions issued by the Ministry of ^Culture of the CSR /The Tasks and Ac- 
tive Aid of Libraries within the Unified System Concerning the Promo i<m of 
Results and the lmple,mentation of Conclusions and ^"^^^^tatment of the 
XlVth Congress of tlTe Communist Party of Czechoslovakia, Mnistry of CuL- 
■ ture, Pra^e 1971./ . . •• - 

^ In this connection^ it is necessary to look for the most suitable ways . 
for libraries to participate in education and the best ways to intensify their 
IdLlogSinf^uence and to determine the most suitable forms to <i"««ninate 
nformition of all sorts to any reader who requires it. At the same time how- 
ever, it must be emphasized that the question is not to drown the reader in a 
flood of diverse information in which he could hardly find hxs way but to pro- 
vide him with relevant information when he needs it and in a foj''" he can mak^^ 
practical use of. Basically it is the same principle whigh we apply l^^^^^S 
books- we do not lend just anything to just anybody but,„ln a given situation. 



and In view of the particular nee-is, vve provide .what is suitable and useful. 

i/v„ ■ ^^'^ the development af social communication, the basic fuArtinr, „f 
libraries gradually changes and expands. Libraries adapt tT^sei^^^the 
.gro%(ring demands of social commuiilcatlon bv buildino ThAir. il^^ T t 
t>y introducing a number pf infonriat^n fLihtl^s a^d^rllni^T^^^^ 
^t'Ofi^'^'r ''ibUographi^c and Jor^tio/^Si^t^ ''^^^"ITl'^ 

Uhrtr,^? easingly important pa^ of the work of a UbrartAn s^illl 

libraries requires a specialist in large Ubraries. Its importance i^ fradu 
onThf r "^\f"d different types of lnf9rm;tion sTrce^appLr 

.on the one hand, enable the transmission of aVeat amount of SD'edEnTnR^r ^ 
tTl Tth'^'S^^^^'^'/^""^ of whith, however, rVrtT a^o^raU S^LK" 
It.f i^ t and the most suitable informlu-L stmeaies 

that is the knowledge which a layman usually lacks. strategies, 

'This problem is made even more intricate by the fact that oi^cn th^ 
rTc^""H.'h"^ hk7' °^ i^°"?ation needs and the-enor^c^f quSx ity 'of^lIfTrl 
,lTf J^f^J ^ ts potWtially capable of providing, nVlTbrar^ bT ' 
self-sufficient in satisfying the Information needs bf its readers^^ oniv 
■ !f^lT,T f' ^ r,"^'^. °^ organizing bibliographf^f a^'d [.^oi^Sion 

o^,^ . /^J" ''^%^,'^°l^fystem of libraries and Informati'on centres. BrdeveU 
'T , i"'f^Wbrary.lending services and the building of the system 
of bibliographical and Information services the libraries will rlnder the de 
sired services, above all, to specialists working out of r^ch of l^or^tion 
p^of^LV^f ^Li^l^^^^"^ ''^^^""^ '° the\ecessa^i^1ciL^rcr°" 

tioning tlrofi^o?7hrwlrL"fk%^hr 

present stage of development of libraries within the u^led ^s"m Si s is • 
why the scientific researtA carried put in 1974--75 ond^e su^^ect" The Share • 
°JJ:'^[r'Vr^ s " Process- of Impleiienting thl Cultural and Educal^^-naf 

- Tabe!e iS' Irolek'^'iv^ k ""'"l '""J-' P"""^""' /VancurT, Sahbor 
„ I, 'u^ Projekt vyzkumu blbllograficko-zpravodaiske a informacni 
pr^ce knihoven. Stitni knlhovna CSR, Praha 197C. mimeocraDhed rThe 

.The main target of this research is to solve basic questions for li- 
tlZZ ""^^'"^ principles ,of the cultural pollcv aid to create theo- 

^^"^ the optlmali^ation of the llbrary network l^d i s 
set«aces I should above all, gather together the knowledge of the State and 
level of bibliographical and information work in libraries /regional destrier 
urban and community ibraries^' and to provide stimuli for he^i^prov^ent of 
the present state of affairs. On-a more general level this research Ihlld 
contribute to the dissemination of knowledge on the rise of information ^eds 
throughout the population and the satisfaction of these through formal iX- 
mation channels . Among the daia under survey consideration w uTe pa^ to • 

o'f'the';rse^'rch^oro'reS''Tr'/"'°"''^^P^ ^^"^'^^"S '° ''^^ sorting h^othJses 
a 1 rh/fi!^^fi P'^°Jt • f°>-emost question will be not only to determine 
all the significant relations among and within individual groups of data under 
consideration but, above all, to determine mare precisely thiir namre^d 
hus fulfilling the preconditions for their deeper unter standing, ^h^ scien- 
tific review commission not only approved of the submitted ref^arch project 
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it also couiributed to the further classification of our tasks:the commission 
r ocommeadedthat the work should continue within the framework of the State 
Program on Basic Research for 1976-1980. The fact that our task has been 
integrated into the state programme on the Fundamental Research fatilitates 
the development of theoretical work in our department, that is the Librarian- 
ship Research and Methodology Section of the State Library of the CSR and 
la dU branches of Librarianship in the Czech Socialist Republic alike. At 
the same tune it fulfills the conditions for the continuation of applied research 
tasks aimed at fundamental? questions of practice as well as tasks coming un- 
der the jurisdiction of the ministry or the institutes. 

A significant contribution to this scientific Vesearcjv task is the 
.i^reeinent between the State Library of the GSR ^ the Librarianship Re-' 
search andu Methodology Section - and the State Public Library of Saltykov- 
SctfdriA in Leningrad, signed at the end of 1972 and specified during the 
" . I sit of the members of the Leningrad Library to Prague in 1973 and 1974.. 
wne of the main ta3ks of the Leningrad Library is to deal with similar prob- 
:e^55 ind m the course of problem- solving mutixal consultations knd a joint 
['onicronce to be held in the first half of 1976 in Lenctngrad will make possi- 
Mo the comparison of the achieved results and we beleive it will coi^ribute 
to bo^tving the problems of informajrion work in libraries in both th^ CSSR 
and the USSR. 0 ^ 

A. 

Important social chuViges in the structure of our society, the growing 
dtjmands of the public in the field of' culture, the development of mas5 media, 
:ho change in the means of production and an ever-gro^yig||feed to uSe the 
results of scientific knowledge and the development of flWIrology are the 
striking features of the development of our socialist soc^ty. This rapid so- 
cial mov€anent, the changes in political, economic and 'cultural life also call 
for basic change^ in understanding the role and the contents of the activity 
of libraries. The first and foremost task is to bring the activity of libraries 
and the actual needs^of society into harmony. This naturally presupposes 
'ho lav-ing down of long-term conceptions of development and successive tar- 
ter & ^x hich w©uld take objective conditions into consideration and rely on the 
Ki;o'vledge of the needs of the whole 'society, understanding man as reader; 

indi\adual needs, interests and opinions concerning literature, reading, 
a jrary and its information activities. The research into the social function 
of libraries, carried out by the State Library of the CSR in the most recent 
period, was intended to analyze the present state 'from all points of view and 
ro prov-lde for the governing institutions sufficient objective information in-;^ 
dispensable to informed decision- making, which should lead to the desired 
oi)je<:tive with the highest possible probability, eliminating as much as pos- 
sible the chance facjor as "well as subjective views and opinions. At present, 
wc naturally approach the solution of partial problems with a view to pro- 
% id-e deep probes, to reveal the more thorough knowledge of specific spheres^ 
The prognosis cannot be mafde without the collection, classification and eval- 
uation of data on the basic qualities of individual phenomena. It is therefore 
necessary to lay great emphasis on the further development of theoretical, 
scientific and research activities in the sphere of librarianship and also to 
fulfill the conditions necessary for them. 
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ro-dlna m the vm«go? tot's l^L vTo ^o t,!^^^ ^ 

_lo m*ke uao of our -chlLemenrT pracuTo ly t^o t^^^^ 
'/erence perhaps wo shaU havo tho „i_ . °' '^^ """^ ^o"^ 

pracucal uUU«u6r ^ """^"^ °' giving an account of this 
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COCHINESCU,. Ule 



METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS OP THE 
SOCIOLOCaCMi STUDY OF READING 



The Communist educatipn of the masses, carried out concomitantly 
-with the technical and material development of the country, has been, and is, 
the constant task of the Roumanian Communist Party. Education as a soaal 
process and contact extends its sphere of activity to the development of the 
scientific and cultural creative activity ofnhe masses , ^us it becomes the 
llvinft condition of every individual and the determining factor of social evo- 
lution, "the programme of the improvement of idieological activity^ of the 
Roumanian Communist Party is aimed at the raise of the lev^ of the general 
knowledge and the socialist education of the masses in order to lay down 
the socialist and communist ethical and equitable basic principles of our sa- 
cietv " worked out at the plenary session of the Central Committee of the 
RiEmanian Communist Party in Novenfter, 1971, and accepted at the central 
meeting of the party in July, 1972, as well as the programme of the f f ^>lish- 
ment of the comprehensively developed socialist state and Roumania ' s prog- 
ress towards communism. " The draft was put in issue to be discussed by the 
whole people and vill be accepted by the 11th Congress of the Party. It sets 
the tarVets of the poUtidaUeducational activity and clearly outlines the so- 
cial and human characteristics of the new man with the true Labor Code, the 
mode of life of the Communists, the revolutionary youth, the whole people. 
The cultural education of the masses is an essential part of the communist 
educational process in our country, thus laying the scientific foundation, and 
sets the firm directive. of the theory and practice of the cultural educational 
process. 

Starting from these circumstance, scientific research /sociological, 
psychological, pediigogical, ethnographical etc. / has developed in recent 
years in a degree never experienced before. This progress, made in scien- 
tific research is.owing to the uniform theoretical programme of the Council 
of Socialist Education and Culture. on the one part, and the scientific practice 
into which thf professional institutions, research centres, cultural-educa- 
tional instittkons apd those specidlists have been drawn who work m various 
fields of the ibcial sciences in the planning and implementation ot ^searcn. 
The reading of. the masses or other problems related to tne social function of 
libraries are arranged in this getieral framework of researdi. The valuable 
research connected with the concrete activity of cultural and educatloiml 
work which obviously liivolves the reading of the masses, the effect of books 
and libraries and needs the participation of numerous specialists in this ac- 
tivity /sociologists, psychologists, pedagogues^ ethnographers, lawyers 
• etc.7 on the one hand necessitated the most correct knowledge Vo^^^^}^J^^.^ 
the cultural needs of various social and professional strata, on the o^l^er it 
called attention, to the methods and technique of ^ociologiail research aud its 
utlUzation with a view to the effectivity of the cultural and educational Tie Ids 
un4er survey. TJie deep and complete recdgnttion of the cultural and educa- 
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tlonal process necessarily Involved not only the Intensification of research 
but also us regular implementation so that the validity of results, effective- 
ness of tlje proposed solutions and. the justness of the applied methods should 
be truly recognizable. In recent years some path-breaking cultural uiffls have 
been organized with a view to experiment with new cultural activities and to 
encourage the beneficiaries to search' for the most aUractive cultural values 
and to supervise some hypotheses themselves. At the same time the path- 
breaking uhits make the formation of complex research possible, primarily 
with the help of sociological experiments. From among investigations the 

participation'* method was regarded as most important in the sociological 
study of the culturdl and educational method. This method was successfully 
applied at the socijological school of Bucharest between the two world wars. 
This method was developed further and is known as "research-activity** to- 
day. In this method the participation of the individuals under survey exceeds 
that of simple informators since th^y are drawn into the investigation of the 
problems in question: they became the active participants of the research 
groups at ©very stage of the research from setting the objectives and wocking 
hypotheses to drawing the conclusions and their application in the culturln% 
activity proper. At this last.stage th6 research workers themselves exp^-"^ 
ment with the conclusions drawn, organize several activities together with 
the competent local authorities and apply the modes and methods of cultural 
and educational activity. 

The practical examination of the conclusions drawn from the re- 
search and the application of the best models immediately improve the work 
of the various cultural and educational Institutions, tiall anention to the best ""x 
methods and lay the firm foundation of their general^ion. ''The participa- h^. 
tion research, used by the Roumanian sociologislPlJSteltrie Gusti and in other ^ 
countries by Kurt Lewin, Dumazedier or Te^ Play, was supplemented by thea ^ 
requirements of a research method and achieved the best results possible. 
As far as cultural and professional activists are concerned, including libra- 
rians as well, they could ascertain in their activities that their cultural and 
educational results depended on the active participation of the masses in the 
organization and direction, the participation of workers and peasants wise 
in expeHence In this work. The propaganda of books, the initiation of the 
broad masses of the population into reading thus has a much more concrete 
character, the needs and the interest of the different categories of readier s 
can be satisfied more easily. As a matter of fact, the gradual accumulation 
coincided with the more extensive study of mass reading in our country, e. 
g. the conclusions of the investigation, entitled "Reading in villages in the 
vicinity of Bucharest" /I96AL The authors dispute even the values of the 
applied methods, especially the elaboration and verification of the tests as 
well as the instruments of observation. The same problems have been raised 
by the investigation carried out by the Central State Library of Bucharest ' 
some years later. The investigation was carried out in two rural communi- 
ties 6{ Moldavia and the towns of Medgtdia and Deva. 

The aspects of the utilization of some episfemological methods , 
applied in the complex and systematical examination of cultural and educa- 
tional phenomena makes possible the outlining of some methodological prin- 
ciples which lay the foundation of every resear'ch in this field, ki the first 
place we want to ascertain that the Study of sociology of reading - in which ' 
we rely on the principle of the existence of functional connections amSng All 
the educatv^rlal factors and the modes and instruments of cultural and educa- 
tional activity - is carried out within the extensive framework of the study of 
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tkfl whole cultural and educational activity. The conclusions related to the 
edu^Uonal ro^e played by books In social life and the specific motivation of 
?Seadlng oFthl mLses have been drawn from this point of vl^w. Thus.the 
ofie-si^Cd constricted outlook related to the motivation of the reader's 
wtshes and °he results achieved In connection with books. On the other hancV 
. u hal been found out that the concept of the library had t° ^e eluclda ed a- 
cain in the totality of the cultural and ed^lcatloxiel process Its functional In 
fbe e ttecuvenesrof other factors of educfatiOn, with the help of manysided 
aad constant cooperation vrtth the local cultural and educational Institutions, 
the public organizations of the population and the mass media. 

This is the Interdisciplinary approach to the'readlng of masses and 
Ubrarie-! on the basis of the methodological principle whldi may be applied 
at present In every manifestation of the cultural phenomena. After a series 
of multldlsclpllnary Investlgattons carried out recently In several communi- 
ues"he following may be enlLerated: Tlnca-Blhor, Sant-Blstrxta, Glubega- 
I^of, Bo^-Neamt, Ruglnoasa-lVsl, Leordenl-Argesl ^rebu-Prahova /ru- 
r^l and Clmplna, Petrosanl, Lupenl, Petrlla ana Vulcan /urban/. Soclol- 
oglsts7psychologlsts, cultural activASts and librarians took part In the re- 
search aroups and the scientific requirements were the following: . 
scarcft gro^p^ *oope^atlon of the specialists listed above with a view to the 
study of the reading of the masses from various points of view; to be ap- 
oroached from a unlfprm starting point: „ p.^,- oti 

- the acquaintance of every specialist and the whole group after all 
with the totality of the educational processes to be studied, the special mani- 
festation of every cultural and educational work as well as the way In which, 
cultural and educational problems are connected with the soclal-eco^p^lc - 
reality of the community under survey; ^ , ■, . , j 

- the utilization of a whole series of methodological and technical 
mstrunients, since the Instruments are the methodological reflections of the 
totality of the phenomenon under survey. 

The heuristic /discovery/ value of this latest principle has led to 
the transformation of the methodological .aspects of some Investigations a- 
mona those cultural activists or librarians who regarded one method or the 
other as of full value - especially statistical data or questionnaires - and 
thus restricted the real recognition of several aspects of reading and the 
necessity of communication. The value of free or controlled talks fr°m the 
point of View of recognition, the experiments, especially the f lO'^l^^X of the 
application of these methods wMch would have made possible the study pf the 
phenomena m depth, were neglected all. The Investigation conducted recent- 
L inX^brary of Constanza was directed at the circulation of socia and 
political books among the reading clientele of the library and we could as- 
certain the effectiveness of the comparatlon of data supplied by different 
methods. Thus, the quantitative analysis of needs experienced In various 
fields of social policy reading matter and. the explanation of the data - on the 
basis of the results achieved by the questionnaires - showed that the read- 
ers were most interested In history. More Internal talks with several read- 
ers led to the conclusion that In a really hierarchic order of s^^^ssion 
documents and party literature stand first on the list. It is not our Intention 
to demonstrate the results of the whole investigation In a simple iorm, we 
want to prove that a whole complex of social science method* and ^echiUques 
were used to cqjifirm the above-mentioned conclusion. From this methodolog- 
ical point of view we examined the accurate place and role of the other 
sources. The effect of reading matter of this kind is greater than that of oth- 
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er mass media, especially the effect of party docimients in the complex of 
social policy literature* •> - 

Without entering into particulars let us remark that we k^e fully aware 
of the fact that the library under sui*vey is not the SQltf-sS^ceW the acqui- 
sition of social policy books. The readers buy or borrow sociar\)olicy books 
from relatives and acquaintances in a similar degree, th^ may turn to social 
science cabinets which take over a part of the tasks of libraries in order to 
fGurm a more stable and specialize cotoection between the readers and aodal 
policy books. It may also happen that they borrow these books from other 
municipal - school, trade-union, university etc. - Ubraries. It Is important 
to note that those having their own Ubraries do not feel the need for using 
other sources, still they uphold relations with the county Ubraries. The in- 
dividuals in this category firgue that the books in their possession comprise 
the theoretical basic Vorks of party Uterature, social poUcy, but they must 
acquire current information from the county Ubraries. It was revealed among 
others that a great proportion of readers including workers and technicians 
as well sought for not only party Uterature but their interest was great in^ 
sociaUst legal literature which reflects the former documents. The internal 
conversations revealed a problem belonging to the social psychology of this 
category, the^ dynamics of their needs which shows the concrete and direct 
recognition of social and political activity more clearly, i.e. the way in whidt 
party documents are concretized, the legal form of several central decisions 
which directly influence social activities. In general, the appUed methods 
largely depend oh the field under survey. E.g. in the psychopedagogical exam^ 
ination of the reading of general literature and, belle s-Vittre^ - e.g. the prob- 
lem mentioned in the' papers of this meeting - in addition to the study of the 
reading clientele such analysis which may lead us to the possible aesthetical 
manifestations of the readers. From the sociological point of view we think 
tnat also certain study of the contents make constant analysis possible. How- 
ever, we shall not avoid the Uterary criticism of the works, with the help of 
which we can determine the intellectual content of the work, the degree in- > 
whidi a work of art is derived from social life, the extent to which the events 
of life are transformed into artistic value. The mentioned sociological method 
makes possible the expression of the connection between the apprehensiveness 
ot the broader strata of readers and the structures with more accurate con- . 
cepts, the techniques of up-to-date works of art and the comprehensive dia- 
lectical development. The difficulty of the method restSvin the expression of 
those obvious elements which are quite stable an^ unambiguous but, trans- 
formed into symbols, they express the intention of the work or 'the unavowed 
Ideas of the authcff , the typical behaviour of the central fibres and the va^ue 
judgments expressed by them. The arrangement and classification of these 
9>Tnbols and the determination of their structures as well as the frequency of 
' their occurence In the analyzed work belong to the rules of the well-known 
sociological technu;ue. The comparation of the conclusions >drawn from the 
analysis of the fiterary work to the text of the literary criticism, whi'ch in- 
volve "social direction as an expression of social ordter, the sociaUst neces- 
5Lrv" may lead us to such value judgments which sfrictly determine the value 
of the work/s/ and consequently its extensive dissemination among the read- 
ing masses. On this basis we may draw conclusions from .the real coordinates ' 
of the process and the artistic sensitivity of the readers; the propagation of 
modern art may be developed. 

As IS well-known, the sociology of literature -'the modem branch of ' 
sociologv; becomes an independent science - has developed neither the strict 
system of concepts, nor the independent method >which comprise the methods • 

■ i> 
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and technic ae ot re search and are capable of grasping literary phenomena m 
their entirety >om their creation to their social result. Slmulta|ieously with 
these the theoretical and concrete research of the problems of the sociology 
of literature increases. It Is well exemplified by a number of the papers read 
al this meeting, which we have followed with interest exactly from this point 
of view because the applied methods and technique make It obvious, that 
methodological aspects must be emphasized more without neglecting the unity 
of theory and method, the essence of the development of every science. E.g. 
from theoretical poln; of view we strive to define the basic conc^jpts frequertt- 
Iv used In ouc investigations more accurately and comprehensively: commu- • 
aity, reader, regular reader, literary publication", reading matter, book /on 
the level of mass publications/,- private library and so on. E*g. general 
sociology contains the scientific definition of the concept of public, In the 
sociiMogy of literature we are guided by the principle nhat ;'the community Is 
the world, namely the degree and level of consciousness. Intelligence, prac- 
tical experience, sensitivity to culture, the Infinite version of systematically 
developed or anarchically accumulated t^astes etc", however. In concrete In- 
vestigations one may find a number of versions of the concept of the general 
reader . Therefore we think that research Into the reading of the average 
man and the sociological and psychopedagogical methods of libraries need 
improvement and the difference In the techniques of this field greatly promote 
the success of our activity. In this sense, the exchange of opinions and the 
dissemination of the experiences of research workers In the socialist states 
^ at this meeting y^lU benefit future research. 

My paper w^s aimed at em-phaslzlng sdme aspects, namely: persons 
under survey and research workers alike ought to be Initiated Into the or- 
ganization of path^br, faking units, theoretical, methodological comprehension 
and social, cultural activity, I.e. theory as well as practice, thus connecting 
the "participation'* technique with sociological methods: the study of reading 
must be realized in an Interdisciplinary way, taking Into consideration the 
complex tnteractloji between the educational factors. Consequently, research 
methods jnust be harmonized so that we could obtain a deeper knowledge of 
_the phenomena under survey. However , these methodsr must be applied ac- 
cording to the speciality with which they comply with social policy phenomena 
and in the last analysis consequences related to reading may n'ot^be deter- 
mined on the basis of the simple connection between the reader and the 
library under survey but on the basis of a mucK more complete connection In 
which althougji the library In question plays'an Important role. It Is not the 
sole factor in the determination of the level and needs of the social groups 
under survey. According to the guiding principles of the 9^ Congress of the 
Roumanian Communist Party.to be held in the Immediate future.the foundation 
of the cultural- educational activities must be*lald ori the basis of the activi- 
ties aimed at the improvement of economic and social life. 
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rli , 11 is Uttle known about Ubra'rianship In Monoolia I wanf 

ers have grovn tn numbers and several forms of the reade?I?'J^V7T»™f^ 

ers, our library is the largest in the whole country. The UbrarJJ To«fcV^ 
sists of more than 2.5 mUUon books and manusSa. BlokrtaIlWS.n^i;» 

found- here. As f^! ^cSolit^oS^the Jo4 

Ea^tem'Ti^e^^^.S ' TiS^^';:*'''"^''''^' EuroJS ifef 

casiern uterature, Tibetan- bogks , newspapers and periodicals^ aiiff <rtdrfc 
be lent The most Important aim of the U^i'aVy.is to S^fwoi^rif ' 

rLXa "'^ ^^^"^ Pr^^K^^y- J*^' ^^^"^y '^^^ ^*^rad a scientific 
reading room and the branch library of the scieiitiflc in«1?««oSd «f .t 

golian Academy of Sciences. In <S7siStil^If tS r^d^^lei^^^^^ 'S'e ' 

f^o^ foi\l^'"*^-M'°*^i^^ ^""^^ ^ ^"^^^S- The ffi?y"bo™?d'e5d 
fro^ foreign and Mongolian oWers aUke and these are recSvS within ' 

^uefcd'sl'^l^"H''"f^ P^^^^-^Pl" a^ microfltaf aSS on re- 

quest and sent to the places of residence of the readers» The reXrl m«v 

ftlt^^mn'nn.'^^t r^^^^^P^"' ^"^'^ Publication^^ newspapTrs aTd the S^o- 
fita equipment to the reading rooms. Apart from reading. rea4jrs iTthe U 
ar^^wYnf^^ e^bitions, exhibitions , of photos Id Ser". leSlre^. . 

^t^I ; . "8 bibliography of the whole literature^ the public hak 

S^fed iS ntrtMw^t • ^^P^^^^ keeps ftles W the.artlcfes pub- 
Dlled It aijd newspapers and bibUogra^hical inde^jes are ^m- 

stlmti a ^^^^^^^ ansyrers the questions^ of relder's aMUi- ■ 

t« • NoYfadayg.averagely more th&i one hWed thouSand-readVrs orf 

About 200 thousand boSks, newspapers autd fert^id^ls 
fono^7a°^^*; V*^' r^^Jf composition pf Uterature lent to readers was the 
c?nt nLJi^^l «''<=^;-P/'l"i=al, 27 percent scientific-technical, 31 per- 

K 'kk^^^' aS'^'^lture and arts. Natural' science pdpular books 
lent by our libraiTr are versr significant tn raising the genefTl ^eSu^tto* and 
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•uUure of workers. The s'ocUl composition .pf the rteaders is the foVlovrtng:- 
r"ieUociuals - 20 percent, employees 30 percent, workers 10 percent, pupils 
and students percent. ; ' " ' ' 

♦ An-iilphabetical and a sVstematic ci\alogue are at the disposal of the 
readers and the library staff. Librarians are on duty by the <latalogues and 
lend a hand ^n Uterajure search. The continuous book exchange comprises 
65 libraries and scientific institutes of 20 cduntries, among them ^ so the li- 
braries of vour country, the National, Szechehyi Library and the Library 
the Hungarian Academy of Sciences. Nov,adays we librarians , kre tacklmg - 
such important problems tike the harmoniz'ation of the library work v^th the . 
raisind cultural level of the population ^nd the i(icreaslng tPl^y^<V^y , . 
books ^n the life of the modern man, th4 improvement of the form dnd methodol- 
•ocv of service, the modernization of library worlc. Cooperation in the inter- 
national division of labour is extremely important .-from this point of .view, 
just like the cotlective solution of the library problems encountered in- the 
friendly socialist countries. ' ■ 

Finally 1 should like to express my hQpe^'that cooperarton among 
our countries will strengthen and develop., 1 wish my dear colleagues signU- 
icant success in Vork and good luck in life with ray whole he^rt. ' 



^ 5" 

i .V.' 

■* ft- 



PI^CUSSION 0 

^Leader pf discussion: PAPP Istvdn 



PAPP Istvdji 



Purveys of the Ubrary' s social relations, 

" iflJ^Si^Ii^^^.^ notion does the society form about its o»m Ubrary? 
. The library's place in the hiferarchy of cultural instttutions — 

- The question of historical aspects; ma^iroons, 

" J^tiJSS^^'^^^p*^^^^^^^ culturaUeducational institutions and Joint 

c;„«,^.o' -^.^^V"*^ utilization of economic opportunities; 
, $urveys concerning the Ubrary' s functioning: • 

- Investigation of readers' ictivlttes performed in flbrarles- 

^ ' ^^T'f^^'r f fi^^P' vithln UbraneT^ vhSS^e'to life 

on the basis of common interests; * lo me 

Ti. ,4 K i'^^^^^V'S ^^^^'^^ry' 3 efficiency. 

The Ubrarlan as the subject matter of, the research- 

- The relationship between reader and Ubrirlan: 

Obiectiv;s''o?tKfa^^ 
Library planning; 
" J^* formation of the organizational structure; 
. ' tK^'f^^e^U^^iS,^^/^^^ futureywhat should'a library of 

Metiiodological questions; . 

" The requirement of comparabflity; . * . 

- Questions concerning, thfe teiTninology. 

KOLODrZlEJ5KA, Jadviga ' 

*u T various social institutions vaiting an answer from us to 

their questlSn vhlch runs d» follows' : "How big Is the effect of the UbmrTeq 

pap^r tlie rjiodel of the traditional library, and points out as its funcltl^ to- 

j;.?^^'^ library, which gres' beyond the traditions. We must' find an 
equiUbrlum between tradlt;ional and modern functions. We must take cSse 
i^f vork should be always buUt on the Ubrary material. JuSt^mag- 

toe a m^etlng^orgonized for a writer and his readers, when the reader ck^ 
i^ au^^alT librarian! Surely, ^nir effort s^are frtuTl^^ 

At the present tlm^the holdings of the libraries cannot satisfy the in- 
^^V^u P^^"""^/' y^-^J?}^^^ co^^ ^or an ever ^oNiHng number of middle school- 
and college studentsi The standards of entrance examinations and of school 
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woSrk in general show a losing tendency, and there Are ever morC people who 
beside their compulsory readings, demand slgn<lfi<iant supplies Of special lit- 
erature, ioo» 

I A library is regarded a good one if it is 2|ble to give theUlterature 
demanded for. We shall not be able to change public opinion about Ubrarlea 
until we can not satisfy those higher demands^ , ^ 



DOBRYNINA, Natalia 

In the Soviet Union libraries work with different success,' therefore 
those surveys which were carried out In the Estonian Republic must not be 
regarded as bases for valid conclusions throughout the Soviet Union, Re- * 
cently, however, we carried out a survey, and its results reflect a general- 
ly valid picture Indeed. We Investigated the sociology of reading In Soviet 
villages. The strategy of our research was that of a system- orientated ap- ' 
proach. We were Investigating the following themes: 

- The'irural library and the school; . 
-1 The rural library and the cultural centre; y 

- The rural library and the political education; 

- The rural library and the training of skilled workers; 
Beside these, we made researches In: 

- The d3nuimlsm of demands among rural readers; 

- The efficlenqr of the librarians' book suggestions; 

- The means of propaganda; the Interrelation, between the means of propa- 
ganda and the mass media. 

Our researches concerning the librarian* s personality: 

- The librarian as a reader; 

- The librarian as a book-suppUer ; 

- The llbitarlan as a catalyzer. 

We had to face various general problems; among others the question 
of the libraries' holdings and of the librarian's Intellectual level. Presently 
we have got severe shortcomings In these fields: holdings are not satisfac- 
tory and sometimes the reader Is moreUnformed than his llbrarla^i. 



SZENTIRMAI Liszlo 

1 would like to deal; In my surveys with the effects of libraries exert- 
ed on the public and the system of Information In society. In our researches, 
going on, we want to explore the didactic demands of the high schools con- 
cerning the libraries. In another work of us we are Investigating the effects 
of public and trade union libraries exerted on the workers. 

V ^ - . 

KAMARAS Istvan 

I should like to put a question to Mrs.lCblodzlejska, In connection 
with the activities of libraries concerning the adult education programme. In 
Hungary there Is a discussion about the tasks of and relationship between the 
library and the cultural centre. The main standpolntis^are the following: • 

- Let each Institution do its own work, on a possibly high level; 

- the library may shoulder tasks In adult education; 

- each activity of the cultural centre should be based on'fhe library; 

- such complex Institutions are needed^ which can hold both the library and 
the cultural centre, antil their cooperation, beside an architectural unity, 
mu^ be manifested In their actual tMrk. ' * . 

My question therefore Is: What attitude do experts, take in thi^ ques- 
* tion in Poland? 



' KOLODZIEJSKA, j^dwlga ^^^^ 

For the time be\iig, ve are not dealing With the queatioA. We have no 
research material which could prove the necessity of such complex institu- 
tions. All th^ Same^ one must not/orget that it was as dfarly as at the tuniM 
of the cenutry that experts in Polish public libraries yere doing such "mod* 
eim" activities beyond storing and lending. From th^ sides of libraries thiere 
were amateur theatre groups and folk dance ensembles. At that time those 
were the only possibilities for a participation in cultural life vhatsover. To^ 
day the primary transmitters of culture are the mass media. Ninety percent 
of Polauids' population are TV- viewers; readers are not more than 20 per- 
cent; the number of those frequenting cultural centres and cl>ib9 is mudi ^ 
less. Evidently, the passive receivers of culture outnimiber the others. 
Creating a compfex institution wQuld be but a formal solution; I do not be- 
lieve that a joint library and cultural centre could do anything to incref^ise 
the number of those who take an active part in culture. 



MITOV, Zdravko . ^ 0 

I would like to offer a few remarks on the question of bomplexity* In 
Bulgaria there were foxmded various reading circles as early as at the 
middle of the last century, and in these circles reading and adult education 
existed side by side. This form did not cease to^exist. There are seminaries, 
language courses and folk dance ensemble s-ojJbrking side Sy side with' the 
libraries. It seems, however, that recently library activities have some- 
what been overshadoMu^ed. Leaders of reading circles arbitrarily draw the 
line between the librar^kn's and the adult educator'^ work. Librarians are 
sometimes demandedl to do things that do not fall within their competence* We 
know pf course about positive examples, too; sometimes the librarian's work 
is but assisted by other activities. We must, therefore take a middle course. 



KAMARAs Isrvdn 

Let me ask our Rumanian colleague If he would mind to tell more about 
their methods? 



COCHINESCU, Hie ' 

In our investigation, we did not use one single method, to be followed; 
instead we were uding a group of methods. We conducted an investigation on 
the .circulation of oooks on politics ahd'sojcial sciences in the Constanza Pub- 
lic Library. We distributed questionnaires., and made deep interviews. We 
concluded in pointing out that the best read booHs are just the works written 
on politics and social sciences. Readers show a peculiar interest towards 
documents and books on the history of the Party. We also gauged sources of 
supply other than ^he library. We pointed out the role of mass media in 
arousing <public Interest. The library is by no means the only or the primary 
source of supply. Buying, borrowing from acquaintances and sociological 
cabinets, as independent units, play a considerable role. We attach great 
importance to an investigation of the sources of supply, because, by\do'lng , 
so, we can see where the work of libraries need to be* improved, or where 
a good cooperation is needed* ^ " 
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PAPP Istvdn 



I Let me pre«*nt some suggestions concerning the recotnmendattdns to 
made. A methodological coordination is obviously of the, greatest impor- 
tance in our vork; It vould be / therefore, equa% Important to make a Ustq 
of the technical terms in the fields of reading researches^ and their possible 
interpretations. We ouj^t to eT^amlne some other questions, too. Namely: By 
vhat factors are habits of using libraries being formed? /An exact location 
of the TV's impact demands laboratory woS'k/. Is there a probability of a * 
rise of the quantitative and qualitative Indexes of library attendance? How 
can the individual reading experience be collectively processed, within the 
walls of the library? What is the catalyzer role of the library like from the 
viewpoints of the librarian, the surroundings and the .holding? 1 suggest a^ 
comparative research of these themes. 



DRESSLER, Itwgard 

PUPILS AS UBRARY USEES 

•■5 



5th to lOth forms 



Mh^^?(^».*"y?^*^8atlon of the use of Ubrory aerVtce'a of the rmhM^ 



nalrc on their Ubrary visit and the thTborrowcd Tho^ « qu^tlon- 

Riven by maklna crosses Tho n,.,,4ir«iilj • "n«3vero vote 

forn,s^erodl3?rtEand «lfe£ S 3^?cnt^%^f X 'Sf "P°K'^*'°"'^5'd '"'^ 

Ubrary staff could perform iVs S uSdls^SSd Thn r«r*l"!?',?v^f' 

central njaln libraries for children a^,a»^rilr3.° libraries vere 

by th. Ub«^S'tKoli° addle.ce„ts make'use of the Information 'given 
Ubraryt of difference is ther'e between a children's an4an adult 
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Congequcntly ihe followtag picture emerged: 



Kind of usage ^ 
/pre- shaped possi- 
bility of onsyer*. 



Proportion of the visitors v/ho answered 
the qtiestlon in the affirmative In 
relation to the total number 



Today in the library 
I have also 



Total result 



Partial results 



only' 5th to only 8th to 

7th forms; , 10th forms, 

children's ' atlult 

library library 



U returned l^ooks 
or journalif 

2. chosen something 
for loan from thd 
shelf *by myself ' 

3. . got the librarian 

. to chooSQ /recom- 
mend/ books for . 
loan to me ^ 

4. apke& the llbra- 
-Tlan for .infor m 

mat Ion % 

5. "dxosen books [rom 

* the catalogues or ^ 
ln(|e^jes 

6. used the refcyrence 
St 09k 

J cnewed a loan 

8 . p^laced a re*^§erva- ^ 
lion order ■ 

9. placed an order 
« . for Interllbrary 

, ♦ loan 

10. earolled' in. 

1 1 . read for a longer 
^e^lod Jn the 
premises of the , 
library, browsed' 
among books or 

i periodicals " 



63,^ 
« ^1,3 

21,7 
.22,8,^ 

' 12,5 

7.6 
10,3 

2,7 



0,2 
A.6 



27,1 '/ 



72,9 
88,8 

21,9 
24,1 

12,9, 

5.6 ' 
11.7 

2.7 . 



29,3 



■5^,1 . 
71.6 

21,2 

21,2" 

11,9 
10,2 

2,7 
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ON the.Mluence of some selected factors ' 

ON THE USE OF LIBRARY SERVICES BY PUPaS ^ 

. «,« nK»n^nT° f^'^^S Individual Services in detail, in the followinc cart 
we alwill lllttstratQ some selected factors by example, the influen^of tho 
^^^^ie*" '^^T '^"^ '^'^^^^ f^""^ tLt'aSects the^rt^s*' 

lLtlA'tht''T^'^^°\°^ of .Ubrary services by boys and girls 

'^\m'ftr."'T^ ''^°'\ bal'mced: 49,2 percent of b^Jf^d 50,8 perS 
iLt lVJ^ " if, ?„certain divergence between b^ys and girl^ only t^e 

qSntly. ^ ""f" librarians somewl^at morVfre- 

b/ FQRM, There is an obvious difference between the beha vigour of thr,«» 
so to children's Ubrarles and those who beS toTduU iS^^^^^ 
. t^fl'niLli lP"P"l 5th, 6th and 7th forms thi pr^omS of 
w ^1^^^?^°^°^ Uteratiire to be borrowed and also the equa- 

tion v^th the librarian /recommendations and reference work alUce/ ic 

JtfeSuftT;^^^ "V^'^ '° ^^"^ forms who a"/ser^Sar'^ady 

■»SfcT-st?c^rn?[t's^^^^^^ 

c/ NUMBER OF BORROWED BOOK & PER VISIT . The intenilty of read • 

f^l tK^'^^'^v.'^ in a certaln-^ay in the numberV-bo4<^ed Ss. The^e- 

in the Hbr'^T.lf'''*''^^^'''''''^^ ^^'^^^ the behawSS 

T^^^^ of the library services though the 

^^atn t^^^t^ ^°r°^^'^ °" '^'^ dete^ineZ-andomry in a 

Srs 50 n/rVfnt^P^/^^"' 'l^. ^"""^^ borrowed no boofc. Of these 
lono^r n»,ri,Sf 97 fl^^** working in the premises of the library for a 

. longer period. 27.8 percent milde use of the .reference stock T2 i,i»r^r.»nt 
tZf&ij'f librarian. Consequently thes^reade- made^ul'of the ^ 
library ohly in its premises. 93.9 percent i.e. the great majority of users 
borrowed books. In:this connection the use of libran^ sbr^ces in the prem- 
ralT^TVu P^"""'^^^ )° i}"^"^^ borrowed ^oklT^^lh Ke STr. 
rhTalr,o.. P^^P'^^^l"" o^lsok return and mdlvldual choice exceeds 
m»nHnH«^. ' borrov;^ books also the hfgher pi^bportlon bf recom- 

S^^omIh ( "^..'"'T^ renewals of loans are involved; with five ' 

- va^or^^H^^ "^'^ thej^e of consultation and the placement of reser- 
vation orders exceeds the average. The mere use of the reference stock 
fnrlnHL l^!^^ ^"^1"' Saying'- the proportion of enrollmentsis not 

included, It does not reach the average rate. Consequently one may conclude 
that more active interest revealed by the higher number of borrowed ^oks 
entails a higher number of additional activities m the UbraiT^M-Xlses at 

4rlat^'dl^'-H'=''"^""r""''^' '^S^"^ """'^'^^ acc^Sl by 
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. V/ -s'- I iRPARY ATTE«NDANCE. Among others, the qucstion- 

aaire also reveated, hpw often P^fhlv and -when required. A comparison 
fortnightly monthly, " showed that ?ke ^roup of vi'sitors c 
with behaviour in the 1^'^'^'*^ Pff in irf^lug use of the serv- ^ 

r« to the^Ubrary once a - Sock expensively /II, 8 - 

trcent^^^n&e^f^^^^^^ 'J^^'^'^'^^^r^ IS^Js^ i^r^e^U n"lrdVr 
^35.5 percent/.. Consultatxon lf^f'°ll°l^\^rrla^^^ come less 
were abo^^e the average m this g^°^P;. ^'■|°rce„t co^ the librarian, 

Chaivmoathly diverge ^J-^^'^^J'^l^^^iZn^^^^^ percent/ and stayed 

tJjey placed considerably ""^^^ '^^fllT''""" ^^^^ less familiarity 

1^ the library for a l°"g°^ P^J.^^/J^Pf,^^^ thiTwas e'xpr^sed In the 
^^o'p^^rr^ro^lS ?raterTgVX selected W.s from the shelves 
on their own. 

borrowed books In 'addition from classmates or ad^^^^^ ^^^^ 
and sisteraor other the month ^^^^^ tt^ resources, they 

very much. They ^ere more faadUar vrtth t^ by th7librarles. Without doubt 
re?dTd7o^b^°ise :?th'^l';. morthrou^gh l--^e<ige of the literature avail- 
aWe to them since they already knew a gr^at number of books. 



' ON THE USE OF INDIVIDUAL UBR-ARY SERVICES 
BY PUPILS • 

in the following Pa^^e shall discuss tj^.^^^^^^^^^ . 
use the library -^^d its resoyces In this comiec^^^^^^^ ^^ ^^^ behaviour 

T^^'^LV^T^^^sT^^^i f^7mn^a«rnts of view in comparison 
lo the total result. 

a/ INDIVIDUAL BOOK SELECTION FROM THE^O^^^^^ 

The libraries under survey were the classification 

arranged book stocks. The ,'i'^angment was according t^^ 

Ssed by libraries of ge"^^,'!! f <i,^<=^jr.^°" ' uk " In ^lldrL's libraries 
?denti^l m children' s and ^^uU Ubrartes a^^^^^^^ ^^^^^^^^ 

books for younger children (*re ^^P"^^"^, f XolJ^stocl^ of a children' s U- 
orlentation. From the 5th form upwaHs the whole stoc^^ o ^^^^ 
brary Is accessible for PupiUj^thovU <m| rest^^ ^^^^ 
children's libraries ranged between 7 j^d 22 tt^usona vo^^ ^^^^^ 
adult libraries between 15 and 50 thousand ^l^^es^^s^^^^^^ ^^^^ 
atively easy to survey. AUopther 81, 3 p/r Cental ^ne ubrarlah, . 

ature Individually at the ^^^^^y^^/R'^'^g-'^c^,^^^^ pr<*portWn 
^^T'^T^'L^lt^Tu^irl^d^^^^ l.Lm\percent. " 

M Sflth^oXfo^s'sS "?0" of the r..ders had chosen books on 
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their own In oach case. In this proportion the familiarity of the pupils of the 
u 1°/^ °^ children' s library is expressed. From . 

the 6th form upwards pupils are confronted with an entirely unfamiliar stock 
In the adiUt library. Moreover this stock is more voluminous aild dlfftcult tp 
size up. But 71,6 percent of the students of tife 8th to 10th" forms chose Uteri 
ature at the shelves unaided. Jhe necessity of using other aids in the library 
to find a necessary book is Increasing and in fact catalogue use becomes more 
Important in the 8th and 9th fonns. 

The fact that unaided choice at the shelves Is in close connection with 
th(^ higher familiarity with the library and Its stoxik, is confirmed by the 
visitors who com? to the. library weekly or fortnightly and select books un- 
aided at the shelves, averagely to a larger extent. Moreover this proportion 
is^ steadlly on the rise with the number of book;s borrowed per visit, namely 
more than 90 percent of the visitors borrow more than three books. Further- 
more it may be stated that the pupils v/ ho chose literature by themselves at 
the open access shelves, In general spent more time than the average in the 
library. The structure of loans /t^e distribution of the borrowed books by 
the individual groups of classification/ is essentially determined by Individ- 
ual choice. 

b/ CONSULTATION WITljI THE LIBRARIAN. The interpretation applies to 
the following questions: 

/Have you/ "got the librarian to choose /re commend books for Loan to you"? 
/3. /, and 

/Have you/ "consulted with the librarian"? /4./. These questions are not 
so clear-cut as for their botindaries, In partlcnxlar, in the children'-s libra- 
ry. The result in both cases ts the some, namely, the Influence exerted by 
the librarian on book selection. 



The proportion of the results is almost identical in the case of 'both 
questions, i,e. recommendations amounted to 21,7 p,ercent /21,9 percent in 
children' s and 21,2 percent in adult libraries/ and consultation amounted to 
22,0 percent /24,1 percent in children's and 21,2 percent in adult libraries. 
A comparison of the results yielded by individual libraries showed,, however, 
that the proportion of the readers who had recourse to the librarian's hel'p 
was higher in percentile terms in smaller libraries than in larger ones. 
Without doubt, it depends directly on the lower absolute number of readers 
to be served by a Itbrarlan. The proportion o^ recourse to 'the librarian's 
help decreases in connection with trans^itlon to a new library, namely in the 
case of the pupils of the 8ih and 9th forms ass^ against the values in the 
children's library. It begins to increase only from the loth form upwards. 

The* pupils who borrowed more than tliree books on the occasion of 
the visit in question consulted more with the librarian than the average. It 
applies also to pupils who had borrowed books from other sources, too, dtyp- 
ing the preceding month. and, moreover, to the group of pupils who said that 
they often came to the library. Hence active and keen readers tiim to the li- 
brarian more often than other users. The proportion of those students who 
consulted with tjie librarian, did not borrow books for home use and worked * 
in the premises of the library. ranged above the average. The structure of 
loans /distribution of borrowed books by groups of classiflcatlor^l by the 
roups of visitors who had consulted with the librarian /recommendation and 
or gufdance/ differs from the total result as riiore non-fiction was borrowed 
by these readers m percentile terms. Furthermore it is obvious in this 
groiip^ that considerably more books had been takeq home for home lessons 

id ' 
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aKd additional information on a subject of instruction than in general. This 
sho«/s partly the tafluence of the librarian's guidance, partly the subject- 
oriented interest?' of these pupils^and the* need for specif^l reference works 
originating outside the library so as to obtain literature urgently needed Jor 
schooU At the same, time it i^ also apparent that among the uiifulfilledjp- 
quests of this group there were also titles given by^the librarian whicW could 
not be nsed since they were on loan. This empfe.sizes the importance of well- 
judged and realizable recommendations'^by the librarian. * 

c/ USE OF CATAL03UES AND QCXDK LISTS*. In the public libiraHes of the 
G.D.R. the following readers' c^ajtalogues are obligatory: alphabetical cat-, 
alogue, systematical catalogue, title catalogue. These are card catalogues, 
the prtntecf catalogue cards in them are annotated, produced at national level 
and subscribed to by libraries. Moreover bibliographies and among others 
printed Indexes on individual subjects are compiled centrally. Of them the 
centrally edited "Illustrated Bibliography of Children's Books" is very pop- 
ular among children's libraries. The classification of the systematical cat- 
alogue is i4entical with that of the open ac^cess shelves. Fiction is arranged 
alphabeticaliy on the*shelj/es sinjilarly to the alphabetical catalogue. Brows- 
ing among the shelves therefore ii-s often preferred because it gives immediate 
orientation. The number of visit jjrs who used catalogues is almost identical 
la children's and adult libraries: 11,9 percent in aduU and 12,9 percent in 
children's libraries - the total peirtg 12^5 percent* There are marked varia- 
tions from library to library. The use of catalogues, is therefore greatly de- 
pendent on their propagation enabling the readers t^^use them. 
• * 

The use of catalogues increases in the 8th and 9th forma^that is 
aft;er the transition of pupils to the adult library. We have already referred © 
to the fact that the treason for it may be both the size of the stocks and the 
creased demands made on the pupils by the school and this shows the endea^ 
our for better orientation in an Unfamiliar library. The group of readers bor- 
rowing more than? three books on the occasion of the visit in question use^* 
the catalogues above the average. It also applies to the group of readers who 
own a number of books, the group that Vtsita theJihi^ry for a longer period 
and finally the group of pupils who borrowed books from other sources iitf ad^ 
dition to the library under sup/"ey duiTing the preceding monfth. As can be ^ | 
seen, also the better familiarity with literature SLtlmulate^s catalogues us^. 
In particular e^ger readers with special interest in literature Aise the cdt- '\ 
alogue more^ frequently than the other visitors. Without doubt, however, the 
better Jknowiedge of books require s ^ more extensive search in order to find 
an interesting and still unknown book. With regard to th^ structure of loansi 
the visitors using the catalogues showed no (difference. But the proportion 
the unfulfilled requests was higher than the average among those readers who 
used the catalogue. , . ' • ' 

\ ^ * ■ * 

FINAL REMArIb 

■ M ' . ' • > ^ ' ' ' . ■ ' 

The present investigation has confirmed not only a series of general 
values of expeirience but also made us aware of certain phenomena at a higher 
" level of generalization for the first time. Thus, it suggests possible ways bf 
the improvement of circulation in general and new aspect^ for enabling pupils 
to use the library properly in connection with their intrpduction to as well as 
instruction in the use of library i^esources.- A«n essential result of the inves- 
tigation is the fact that better familiarity with the conditions of the library 
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ttaUon of the methods conducive to these results could considerablv oromote 
i' the ImprovemeAt of library work. ^ >-oui.iaeraoiy promote 

' /e T^,^ ^"^f sti|atlon showed that transition frdm one librarV to another 

• bvTIn T^^ P*'^^^' become dcliuainted with the unfamiliar library onTstep 
' fX^t^vJ^ necessity of the systematical introduction of pupiS^of the |th 
form to the use ofthe local adult librarjr is corroborated this wa^. F^her- 
rfore , conclusions may be drawn from the in^f^stigation concerning th^ir J 
culaticm work carried out by librarians, especially as far as iSunlnd^tion 
and guidance are concerned.- Finally th4 irf^stigarton confimed thT^fte!^ 
haviouf- of the pupils lathe Ubrary hnd the use of thd librar^Trv^ces by 
SrHbtfrv°T'^'' process,.affected by a variety of factors^twTand ouLide 
the Ubrary The conjiOeration,- of these factors and a clo5e cooperation among 
fhi „ kF"" urtta^ducation of the .youth is necessary with a view to 

?braSiranTS^,o1;'^ commo:j,goal : to enable pupils to mak7t.roper ^e^of" ' 



ADDITIONAL STATEMEhfT 

• '^^ becbiyUng a regular' reader must be laid in 

one s chUdhpod. AU .librarians agree in this respect, and yet. there hav^ 
been m^de comparatively few surv^s among children. Such h survey would 
entai some met^.odblo^cal problems. A possibility of surveys based on 
queBtionr.aire« limited. Children are not gpod in giving tAe exact reasons 
or their approval or disapproval. Another difficaty is made by tact 
that fiCon and non-fictipn can hardly t>e dislingudshed in the realm of ju- 
venile Ulerature. In the case of somewhat bigger school childre^. howevlr. 
we couid tnake good use of our quesUonnair^s. In the present survey we " 
souc^t ansv.ers to the foUowing qt^stions: What bqoks do children select 
for the.r school worl<, and what books for their individual interests? What « 
kind of relationship can be established between the child's choice? and the 
guidance pi'ovtded by the librarian? " 




kAROLYI. Agnea 
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"TEAGtlERS AND THE LIBRARY , 



The blsis of the ^e»Seirt paper is the research into th^ special litera- 
ture suppirof teachers; The report dealing vrtA "n^^K th» 
^edSe?s. iaformation, librar^", by Agnes Kdrolyi, H.^^^^^^, i^y!.- 
■ Cemre of Librarir Science and Methodology of the National Szlthdnyi Libra. 

ry in*i973. 

f 

WHAT WE MEAN BY LIBRARY ATTENDANCE AND LIBRARY ^USE. 
- LIBRARY ATTENDANCE LIKE ^-STANUARD OF' 
CULTURAL VALUE - LIBRARY ATjTENDANCE AS A PROCESS ,- 
WHA? LIBRARY ATTENDANCE DEPENDS ON , 

' - "Do you belAng to any library?" It is the mo« "'"'^oV^on^lollbir^'^' 
investigation of library sociology. It is also-called easy and controllable 
auestion surely the reply'can be certifi/d; In the case of teachers this 
Jues ion; ^ever, is S,t completely, unambi^ous . We get - ^.^^-^^^fj^^ , 
Uidexes if we put the question like this "What Ubrai^r do you belong to? -or , 
vrtlh rsllght difference, "What library do you use?" E.g. 72 percent of 
^try assistant masters are library u^ers and only ^ P^^';^"^.«„7/,'«•°^^^• 
T^reason for the difference Is the following: a segment of teachers /57 per- 
«nt/ works to such a school where the school library deserves the denomina- 
tion "Ubra^", moreover "special library." The librariesof country se con - 
darv schools of long standing play a significant role in particular. 1 he 
telcherdoes not regard hlmielf as an enroUed^member /potentially eveiy ^ 
tead^er is an enrolled member of the schbol library/. Therefore in ouf in'-, 
vestigation we have treated the question of the^use of school libraries and the 
rile of public and special libraries separately. Q^.^^ '^^f """"^1 in^oU^d 
extlnt tS which reSlers use or can use the library in which they are enrolled. 
How frequently they go .to the Ubrary, whafkind of ^rvices they demand, 
wSTtS If a^JivltL^s they carry on thei^e. We shall revert to th^^ 
tions further-on,. W^B regard attitude to libraries as a socially significant, 
charactertr3ttc,f&ature' of the objectfve value of reading culture. 

Examining the. library attendance of teachers, it is observablte that the 
highest is the proportion of teachers in cpuntry primary schools /55 per- 
cent/, this proportion gradually decreases as we approadi the capital as 
weU as-TecllidZry schools. Does this line of facts mean that teachers in the 
capital as well as assistant mdsters are on the lowest level of rtading cul- 
ture? Breaking down and further analyzing the data demonstrated the great 
significance of the quality of library attendance, whei^ier it was a pubUc or 

* ■ . « 

52 > • • • • ' 



/Percent/ 

A 

!•= 

/Percent/ 
2 
7 

10 . 

12 



which is the county libm^r. ThrSrttv of T libraries one of 

pable of meeting e^on ^^^^^sLl^Ti^k'^^^^^^ 
/Br.nV„ ^ Melnbers of several librartes: 

v-ountry assistant masters ' 
Teachers in the primaiy schools of the capital 
Assistant masters in ¥he capital H»Pitai 
" /R^nV„„ ^^bers of a {jpeoial librakr; 
Tr.Ju T ^° schools and setilements/ 

country assistant masters 

Slitl^? ^sieVsIng Sft^f "'^'^ "^^^^^^ 

-of.%hich'therl" fthi'^l^^^^^^^ succession at the extr'4 ends 

of the capital unfortiiriatelf eSsS? iSjh/J^^^^ "^^^^ secondary school 
• ers in the prininiy schooii oTtTe canitnl* „nH tK ^^f^^^ categories the teach. 

vocational secondary schools or the voltionil '^^'y Schools, the 

. Ital appear. alternatUrely. So ifcin b^Wn ?hL^^''?K'^'''^ ^'^^^^ °^ <^P- 
brary attendance cannof be reca^ed n ^T^i^^f'/" of teachers li- • 

»-The Interconnectionrare Lre^ coSex a'I^^^^^ measure of. cultural level, 
within this the use of spS Ul^^^ic. %k f p^"^^ °^ a^veril libraries and 
in a word ?a t t i t u d e^ to the Wa^' I ^"^"^"^tion demand and supply" 
index. At ti.e sam<= ttae w° S„ SloliitllL^T^ir'' '^^'^S^y acceptable . 
the life of & country teacher W thf r,..i,n significant role is played in ' 

-nth >lepes^?Teadi?^. a?p?e,em 1^ ^^'"^ provides*^ the teach- 

, vtding him also xvith special fitSre aS tr^n l^.M'^''^ ^^'^^^^ P^"" 
tton. It is also clear from our dntTth^t .u *''*n«'"l«ing educational informa- 
croases together vTith thr size of fhp «l«^^ ''"^^ ^^'^^^ libraries in- 
natural, surely thire are Seci^l liWil "J^",' '^^^'^ be regarded as 
that out' of our 92 signmLw speLaS^^l" ^^fS^^ cities only. The fact 
capital is very disadvantageous from SlVZ.it^fT'^^ "P^'l^^^ ^ • 
. situation is very unhealthy for that^tter (5?lv 1 1 Ih^^J,^"'^^'' 

cities and one in the country.; This ^ll^dt^l^il libraries are in large 
counterbalanced neither bvT4 f„Vt ^^^'^^^I'^rily uneveh distribution is 
/B category/ spe"cfil librSs /which^ot?r5°^^rf ^ 60 percent of the less 
the fact tfiat the majoritt. of the librariiro^ II . capital. Neither 

those of the capital makls the siS^n L?Lfyi^^ secondary schools rival 

. Ubrary rL'derf I^Tu^^LteVa^nTTpiL"^^^^^^^^^ difficulties that the register of 
ferentiated. In genera? wl aortoC,^U^''^"v^ in particular is less dif. 
examination of |e Srds of a^f th» '^Tu^'^rZ^ teachers after the 

• more attention to th^ composttioj of thffr ^ ^ ^^e liWaries themselves paid • 
would be easier and morT^ccessful W» ^^'^^^j^^'P' ? ^f^iological survey 
a.process. We dfd noT^J^nvlftw'e whe^^^^^^^^^ " "^^"^ 

member at present but -also mI „ tf ""^^^^^"^ the teacher was a Ubrary 

for possibl^ dTsengagUin? S-7ue,Lt?^!"^^ '"^^^^ ---n 
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Data ^aracteristic of library attendance as a process^^^^ . 
never a library reader 32 nercent 

library reader only formerly ■ . percent 

jt^^oZ^^VIrof^u^^ ^^s higher than expected. Coasi4ering th. im- 
Snam conseiences of library policy of this question, we examined the-da- 
ta of "ex" library readers more closely. /Percent'/ 
Library readers only formerly; /Percent/ 
. Teachers in country primary schools ^ 

Teachers in the primary schools of the capital 
' Assistant masters in the capital ^ 
^°"'7h."2.;'.S-' TlllV-o«,. U consliter.bly higher .ha» th.. "(those who 
.re .bsolu"Z ttdltferent Tor .he, nm„er among pSrsons '? """'o? 

Ub^rvmlv have been far from his home o> place of work, it may have been 

concerning what Ubrag&y attendance depends on. , ♦ ° , - 

We have not' examined subjective factors regarded as of decisive im- 
^ We '^^^^^^^^''^"^^ cJ 6f the obiective moments we considered as 

^ r^.^lltlls Ilso thelolWng were important: hig weekly worktiine 
^ raett d t^o%Si^g aimSs/,,wLther he Pa^icipates in -te^-^^^^^^ 
M whether his book demands are satisfied in his opinion. We l^ve m|ae 
^ a"so other comparisons /knowledge of languages , reading f.^^J'^.^^^X 

" ttc / however, these are - though interesting - matters of detail, they i^a 

not'set paSar problems and may be disregarded for this once. 



On the basis of the very simplified table on next page we may infer 
what library attendance depends on most. 
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HOW TfHE PRibpbRTION OF LIBRARY READER'S CHANGES IN INDIVID^ 
UAL GROUPS OF TEACHERS? " 



* * Percentage of library, readers 
of the whole sainple: 49 



Distribution by settlements; 

Budapest 47 percent 

\ Country SOperqs^jt 
Distribution by schools: 

Priiaary ' 51 7 

Secondary ^45 " 

Where and what he teaches: ^ 

Lower forms 49 " ' 

humane subjects 58 *• 

modem languages and sciences 43 " ' 

other subjects ' 43 " 
Since when he teaches* 

6 years 59 " 

7-lS years VJ 52f " 

^ 16 years, or more 43 " 

Weekly worktime at school: i» 

under 30 hours -•49 

30 hours, or more , ; 52 " 
He Is satisfied with book and periodical ^supply 

.Yes 48 " ^ 

No , 5^ " 



' The table calls for j^o particular ^explanation. We have already mentioned 
« that there are more library readers 'among those who work in primary 
' schools* It is ,stxi.kingy however ^ ^at a mllidii ^ghet* proportion of those who 

instruct humaneT subjects use library servicets than those who instruct mod- 
, am languages and sciences. The data related to the duration of teachiitg - 
the proportion is decreasing parallel with the increase of term of office «r 
corroborates what has been said about drop outs. The indexes of worktime, 
in turn, demonstrate that la<:k of time, to which a number of people are 
wilUng to refer, is not a drawback to inteh^ve library use, contrarily the 
highest is the proportion of ^ose who areiofost occupieS^* 
- ' — . 
The qi^stion of satisfaction tidentioned for the last time Is al- 
so interesting. The point under discussion is not the percentage of I i - 
brary readers satisfied or dissatisfied with library services, , 

We want to know the percentage of library readers among* those persons 
who are satisfied as well as dissatisfied with book supply. Namely, we have 



+ other subjects: mainly drawing, singing-music and workshop practice 
are intended by these. 




experienced tjiat there is a number of persons who - though they are not li- 
brary members, at all, - are satisfied >with bool| and periodical supply. Be- 
cause of the methodological lesson we shall review the replies to the ques- 
tion concerning teachers' opinion of the extent of their own s\q)ply. The 
question was, the following: "Are books and periodicals necessary for the pre- 
parations for the lessons available? /Closed-ended question/, possible re- 
plies: yes - no - in pairt. ' . , ' 

The intei^ewed persons were satisfied in general. 80 perceni had 
access to the necessary books and periodicals. Only 20 percent said that 
they were not r or only in part - supplied with these instruments of labour. 
This means that we need not be concerned with the majority, at least the 
situation of 20 percent must be raised to the general level, and then this im- 
portant field of special literature supply of teachers /preparation for the 
lessons/ can be>GQnsidered as satisfactory. However, if we get a nearer 
view of the situation of the dissatisfied 20 percent, we cannot but see that 
they are provided with books ani library services on the highest leVel. 

UNDER WHAT CONDITIONS THE NUMBER OF THE DISSATISFIED IN-^ 
CREASES AS WELL AS DECREASES, HOW THE AVERAGE 20 PERCENT 
rS^ MODIFIED 



Dissatisfied virith the services 20 % 



teaching in a primary sdiool 19 " 

teaching in a seccpidary school ' k " 

never a library reader ^ \.- 15 " 

reader in a public or special* library ' * 24 " 

home stock under 100 volumes 16 " 

home stock over 300 volumes 19 " 

daily* preparations one hour or less 16 " 

daily preparatil>ns three hours or more 25 " 

/i.e. fo^s^xt day's lesson/ x 
the teacher Kbrkry* of the sdipol has 

less tHon 600 volumes »■ 13 " 

more/than 4500 volumes 28g^ 



The line of data clearly demonstrates-th^t satisfaction cloaks the lack 
of demands. In turn, dissatisfaction with supply increase s'^rallel wi^^h be- 
ing well-informed. Let this be a warning: appropriate measures cannot be 
taken if we start from demands only. In connection^with cultural demands, it 
may be mentioned that - apart from an insignificant minority - those persons 
frequent libraries, most /1-2 times a week/ who have a number of books at , 
home and whose significant book source is also the school library. The fol- 
lowing clear-cut conclusion may be drawn from the investigation: cultural 
demands imply intensive library use . ■ ^ 

- As far as home libraries are concerned, we must mention at least 
thAt their importance and vobrffieh /number of volumes/ showed a striking in- 
crease between 1962 and 1^72. Their importance grows mainly in the pre- 
pa(rations for the next day's less6nSy as for their quantification, they gen- 
erally outnumber the home libraries of intellectuals of other professions 

•56 - 



ADDEDldNAl, STATEWfiNT 

a medium of culture. Let L^^ 'J'"T'°'^\ '"^^i8««e the teacher^ 
.torn from among ota- research ^JevLo.t! ''™^^'^'^'^ suiprialng 
respectively, that, occortingTo ^ ^e " T W 1972. 
ersvabout Wjw they were -malSng LT^ ^^r^°'^w^ v.e^ked the teich- 
In their preparations for the iJLlo^ i^JTetr 

in their research work. A teal^erT"aSiv^^ ^^^siOn-lraining.. and 
kind of work, but in this cas* we ii,^J^"^„'^ . TT" "^^^ " creative 
m the stricter sense of the wo^ ^h^ "^^t '° research woric . 
engaged in' resea«^ work gre^ frUn^' to 7 ^ "^^ tea«S,ers - 
scientific work d^ds trem^X^ ener^es for l,^"'?^'^-. that 
education^ work of high ievei. th4 IrotS Lv n^°^^ '^^ \ 

-3 a pieasing fact. We went on, i,eref«^ "««=essaray considered ^ 

we got to l^how thai research «^k ""T ^^S^«>B. Thua. 

cas* compaUbile, latter having ^1 . i" e«ch 

speak here of any kind TZu-i^oy.^^^^"^^^ "'^ 
from the imprisonment of the classrS^^ « ^^.1" °' Senius, suffering 

feducatdns. of creaUve. exre*l.^t^ T of a new type of 

ol activity in favour Z tZTfe^!^^^' '^w'^""!"^ » '='^'"' ed?:?aUon- 
services to »,eir needs, wich Z nU bf an ^y^oTf^T °^ 
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SURVEY OF THE DISTRIBUTION OF PLACES 
OF EMPLOYMEJTP OF ENGINEER AND TECHNICIAN 
READERS INT^E HUNGAMy^N CB^NTRAL TECNICAL 
/ • LIBRARY AMD DOCUiyiENTATION fcENTRE IN 1970 , 

The scientlfic«technical revolution, the characteristic process of pur 
age onja global scale, Which comprises everything as far as. society and 
technology are concerned, means a continuously surging and ever-increas- 
£ng flo^v of information for libraries. inter alia^r This especially applies to 
technical libraries which are reached by .almost the "first wave of the 
flood'! ^ How effective is the work of a technical library in point of numbers? 
We have attempted to establish such indexes on the basis of library data 
' through which the relationship between library work and prbductipn, i.e. 
the relationship between indexes of national economy could be demonstrated. 

The basis of these indexes has been furnished by the number of the en- 
gineer readers of HCTLDC /Hungarian Central Technical Library and Doc- 
xunentation Centre/ as weHas the composition of their places, of employment 
by branches of industry since effective engineering work is an es^x^tial Con- 
dition in our developing industry on the one. hand and - regarding the library 
as a source of infi&rmation - the capability of the engineer to transmit infor- 
mation means the direct connection between the library and production on the 
ajher. Th^number of engineer readers - supposing practical library use 
and effective engineering work - is not at all a negligible factor from the 
point of view of special information. The question is whether this supposi- 
tion can be confirmed" in practice, whether identlc^al trends may be observed 
between the niunber of engineer readers and the indexes of production x>f 
respective branches. If not, then either this hypothesis is Incorrect, or the 
library work connected with the branch in question or the efficiency of en- 
gineering work in the same branch leaves much to be desired. Perhaps there 
are also other factors whose impact can be felt /documentation centre of the, 
branch, branches ha vtag^well- supplied private libraries, company seat m 
the country, etc./ We' have tried to approach these factors in our analytical 
work. If we investigate this question from the viewpoint of^the extent to which 
a branch, requires innovative engineering work, then several viewpoints must 
be taken into consideration: . , 

a/ contemporary industrial structure of our country, 
b/ the trend of the development of the branches of industry, 
c/ the nxunber of specialists with higher technical education. 

The special feature of each branch is besides determined by how 
quickly innovations may be realized, hOw effective they are, i.e. how much 
they contribute to the increase of productivity. There is a close connection 
between teclinical development and intellectual creattve work related to 
. techi£cs. Inventions and innovations are the outward.forms of technical cre- 
- ative work. In our country 2 million Innovations we^e realised during the , 
period between 1950 ani 1970 and 21,100 patents were approved , the esti- 

+ BIllTAS Laszl6: Taldlmdnyok, "know how »'-k, 'fijitdSok eredmen^egalla- 
pitAsa es elemzese. /Establishing; the sucdessfulness, and analysis of in- 
ventions, know-hows and innovations/ Budapest. 1971. 
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nmted useful value of wh^ch may be purit^ tixQUsaad^atW^Forlnt, These 
data prove that the Influence of englneeinUig vtrork^ls significant even pn the ^ 
level of national economy. The conscious! creative activities of technical- 5pe** 
cia lists compifisfe*^ considerable reserve of the material -technical enrichment 
of our^ country r From among the many kinds of factors we have chosen the in- 
dex of those technicians with university and secondary education who are reg- 
ular readers since the« other /actors cannot be influenced through the libra- 
ry. • " 

Our w6rk comprised the following analytical tasks: 

1/ We have Compared the number of specialists enrolled in the 
HCTLDC who have- university or secondary technical education with the num- 
ber of engineers employed in individual branches of industry, as well as with 
the production indexes per employee in individual branches. 

2/ We have compared the boc^stock and the number of readers of 
firm libraries of individual branches of industry with the number of engineers 
ejnployed at the same place. 

3/ We haVe made a survey oh how many of the readers of the 
HCTLDC worked at research and planning institutes and we have checked 
this, number' with the number of people employed at industrial research, insti- 
tutes and wlth'^expenditures on research. 

•* 4-/ Finally, we have examined how many of the engineer and techni- 
cian- readers of the HCTLBC belonged, to the employees of individual firms as 
\ve;ll 'as branches of industry. 

Table 1 reveals. the number and proportion of engineer readers of 
the HCTLDC in relation to tetchniclans employed in individual bi*anches of in- 
dustry and the productipn indexes. There is an interesting coincidence be- 
tureen the number of engineer readers and the data of^tecltaicians and produc- 
tion, indexes. Consequently, precision engineering, telecommunication and" 
electromechanical engineering ranJc first in all the three ctolumns. The rela- 
tionship between the reading density of specialists and the development of 
the branch of Industry is corroborated also by the xindermentloned data of the 
increase of production. The increase of production in precision engineering, 
telecommunicatfon and electromtechanical engineering is eight times the in- 
<;rease ^ machine industry. The proportion of t^e increase of production 
wittiin the branch ^is the following! • 

Electromechanical engineering: telecommixnication: precision engineering « 
1 : 2,5 : 4,5 ^ ' ' ' . 

It is little surprising now that also t*lie examination of the develop- 
' ment of industrial production showed that the proportion of products manufac- 
tured b^ the machine industry for three years at most confirmed the same 
result: ^ 

Precision Engineering . ^ 46,0 percent 

Telecommxmication ^ 51,3 [[ 

Machinfe Industry 3&7r 



Vehicle industry 28,8 
^Electromechanical engineering 28,7 
Metalware industry' • , :» 27,3 




+ 25 years of industry in Hungary. Budapest 1970. 

i--*- Az ipari termeles szerkezetenek alalculasa 1970-72. /Development of 
the structure of industrial -pt-oduction/ . Budapest, Stat.K. 1973* 13. p. 
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enro?^¥jhfHCTLJc',^^^ ''Jff' there are 8.-6 engineer riders 
Th^hlc^ i»„„f of u ^ 100 technicians employed In the Sam/; Induatrv 
industry is win I^"^^^ Mustry and within this that of ?^r^ceut?ck'l 

and mining a're due To the f^t thnt ^hn« v, /ig^ires of metallurgy, 

oentrated m Budapest so ^ev «r 'l^ „ H^ *<"'^" °^ Industry are not con- 

fm-:2t-a^~S^^^^ 

-^^ctM^^^^^^^ , 

belonging t?SdlJld!i:rbrt'ci::ro7ln1u^tir'TH^ T"''' "™ ^^''-^^^^ 
dence In th? order of distraction of^ho ^.' ^^""^ ^! Interesting colnci- 
the readers of firm llbrart 1,1 nH V^^^^u"" '"eaders of the HCTLDC - 

shows the nx^ber of reaJi" lfteTLt%T^\°' """^ libraries. The tabl.e ' 
ployed. Here chem°Ll ffct^ raSc^ftrsf 7^ / T ^-<=i^^ctans em- . 
communication-precision engiZeer^g J^th SSO^^nHf^rn ^""^ 7^'". t^en tele- 
Industry with 400 readers pir^^elr Per im ^lln^^^^ Per. year and machine 
the bottom of the column therp f«^Lht T ^,"°.^«'^^claif employed each. At 
technicians . /We co^not obtain ^^^^^^^^ ^lu "^'^^'"^ P^^"- 100 ■ 

food industry / The Uoks ock of"(l^^ to <he use of firm libraries m 

The industrial research Tn^tltwe^^nr-r '^ ^^orkers came to our library. 
With the number, of spetats^s^e^mplS^^^d ^t^ '^fe^^dl^^^Ls^^^^^ ^^^^ , 

search insfuu^s Ey br:n^es%'/Ss^'^" oL?'^'" ^^'''"^V ^"'"^S — 
employees of Indusirlal r^eardi in^Sf o distribution of " 

treats machine Industry 1^1«ro^,i,^ - ' ^"f""^ Statistical Annual , 
latively, we do so flrTh'e sike Tc^^^^^ precision engineering c^n- 

ers frota research Instftutlrofmnc?^^. 1 f° P'-°P<''^lon of reid- 

30 percent In machine inSu"rv In^iiZirnl'f'^ ^ Percent as opposed to 

to 20 percent. In power lX«iV thf^T - '''^''^''"^ P^'^'"""^ opposed 
expected /8 per^ntTs onnosid^to fi P^°P°'^i°" °^ "^dlng is better, than . 
inXstry/ w'hl[e the pro^'nS o°f rerder?lom1he' 

food Industry is less than PvnA.t«H ^ research institutes of. 

employees of the s^L lndu^TrJ^Al ogltreV 261^9 o?^°'\' '° ^ ^^^""^ °^ 

L^vrb^et^te^std^fs^T^^l^^^^^ 

to 16 percent of all our X^l^r^^l^^ZX^^-^^^^^^^ 
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.research institutos there is a/espoctable number orrLlaTd, ^Su^lJ^ 

Kfr^t , ■ • P fx nauonal instituttoas 7,3i;3 persoQa//It is need- 

less to stress iho role o^ese institutions 1b the dlre«ien of the devS" 

FinaUvj^e distnbutlQn of specialists of't^chftical universltv edu ' 

°^ -^^^^^ techicialToTu^er^^^^^^ 
tLon tan be broften do'am as follows; ^' luuversiiy eauca- 

^ mechanical enginner ' AO pe't-cBnt 

eiectrica^ engineer , , jg .1 • 

archtiect engineer v. I II ' " 



chemical engineer 
- clvat engineer 
metallurgical .englneei- 
mining engj^ne^r 
other engineer 



9 
9 
7 
i. 



Their number totalled 60,800 in 1970. It must b,e noted that one reason for 
thu distribution IS that the education of mechanical engU^ee °s Js ,^t £f ' 
Pftrtm^malized for a long time. The education of etectrtcaUnaWe^ h«tnn 
only m 19/:9. so electrtaa engineers over the age 6f ^"ireTanted t^^^^^ 
. dlRlomas by the faculty of' mechanical engineering. AccordLg pfesent^^^^ 
• JA^daT^ioihir'^''°" engineer^ come t^o 26 percfn? IhFle efec- 

.trlcJal englaeers coige to 30 percent. About th^^half of the active technicianB 
rLTrd*.!;'"^ education work In Budapest. l.e?about 3^.0^ perso^^^^th 
pfegard to our BudaBesi. seat It goes virithout saying that our-readers coine 
from among these engineers. -v s h caucrs come 

■ wr-rin^ '^^''^ ^1^"' 170.000 readers enrolled in the 

^„H«„ f •^i'fr'^^o*/,*"'^ ^^^^ university and secondary technical edu-. 
cation We found that 80 percent of our engineer readers caiie from 532 
from rL,°iif;i^ Pr^'i^"* °^ ^^^^ engineer readers /2619 persons/ wme ~ 
from reseaiyih and planning Institutes, faculties 0/ universities as well as 
Xorkinaln""*^^ lnstlt.itipns while 65 percent /^795- persons/ were engl^lers 
working in companies-. In certain instances institutions are iiot enuffierat^ 
°<^^^LtT^t^'^^^''V't^^ J,^'^' t"stltutes of the Hungarian Acadeiny of , 
Sciences, tostitutes of the Ministry of Metallurgy and tiachlne Industry. 

tlll S/s oro^'T'';'^ *'^""'^^^'^"^^". «<=•/• Brle^fly summariTed ' 
the findings of our Invfestigatiohs^ are the followinlj; ' ""^nzea, 

\^Zxi^^Z^^^^r^' to oun Ubrary^from among the employees of 

?err^l uS°ftv'oft2aX^^'^ . 
Csepel Works , ' • ' • 



^^^^^ 1® kazdpfolcu ezakemberek vdgzctts^g szerlnt; /Specialist* 
'1'^ ^iversuy and secondary csducatfon, tho dl.trlbutt^^lf thetr 
education/. Budapest, Stat.K. 197K ' - *w oi meir 
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• 100-200 persons came to our library from among the employees of the fol- 
lowing instltutionss: 

United Incandescent Lamp and Electric Company^ Ltd. 
' Hungarian State Railways 

GANZ-MAVAG Works 

Research Institute of Electilcal Automation 
V^GYTERV 

Institutes of the Ministry of Metallurgy and Machine 
Industry 

-100 borrowers came from 19 institutions, 

50 " 7 
4d " 25 " 

21- 30 38 " 

11- 20 " * 65 

6- 10 " . 69 " 



51- 
a- 
31- 



We hope that the present paper h&s duly emphasized our original as- 
sumption that library use is Jan essential condition of effective engineering 
work. It may be taken for granted that the work of engineer readers who visit 
libraries Is much more effective than that of non-readers. The Increase of 
the number of engineer readers must be Inevitably accompanied by the Im- 
provement of the quality of engineering work and"^he increase of Its'* efficien- 
cy. It shows also the branches of Industry within which the acqt^lsltlon of 
professional literature must be increased for there is a social demand on it 
Indeed, as well as the branches of Industry within which It Is enough to con- 
tent ourselves with the acquisition of the most Important works for there Is 
no deiodand on an eTaenslve base of professional literature. In branches lag- 
ging behind readeic propaganda must be increased in order to change emp-* 
loyees In Uglit Industry and food industry into active readers of technical lit- 
erature. 



Table 1. 



Branch Industry 



Readers 
of the 
HCTLDC 



Employed 
technicians 
no. percent 



Engineer Production 

readers of indexes in 

the HCTLDC relation to 

per loo the number 



employed 
technicians 



of employees 



Tel ec o oraun Ilea C 1 on « 
precision engineer^ 

' Ing, electromecha- v* 

nlcal engineering 1452 24.3oo 

Cheiiilcal Industry loo8 11.7oo 

Machine Industry 97o 23.9oo 

Power Industry 153 4.5oo 

Vehicle Industry 517 16.2oo 
Pood Industry - — Vf^ — i^TCoo- 

Metallurgy 143 9.5oo 

Building material 92 6.000 

Mining i3o 12.300 

Light Indust^ 293 l9.7oo 



15,5 
7,4 

15,0 
2,8^ 

lo,3 

6,0 
3,8 
7,7 
12,4 



6,0 
8,6 

^iZ 

1,5 
1,5 
1,1 
1,5 



368 
2o4 
135 
174 
151 



13o 
131 
171 



Ipari ei4att^ 1960-1970^^Z|;Kluatrlal quictc- reference book.)' 1. 
pest. Slat. K. 1972. 276 



vol« Budor- 
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Branch of Industry 



Telecommunication, 
precision engineea> 
inSf electroraec^h. 
engineering 
^ Chemical Industry 
Machine .Industry 
Power Industry ' ' 
Telxiole Industry 
?ood Industry ^ 
Metallurgy 
Mining 

Light Indus ti^ 
Building material Ind. 



Readers 
of Che 
h'CTLJC 
/dngineer/ 



loved t«?h libraries Firm library 

nl^l'Lis VOL reader/yo^ 

, vol. per iQo 
oop. tech. 



145-2. 

loo3' 
97o 
153 
517 
176 
143 
13o 
293 
92 



24 . 5oo 
11.700 
23.900 
4 ,5oo 
16.200 

11. QOO 

9.500 
12.300 
19.700 

6 . 000 



143. o7o 
86.250 

loo.4do 
'9.750 
22.400 

' 7.7oo 
7.000 
9 . 3oo 
. 2.500 



417.000 

211 .000 

25o . 000 
29.000 

116 ,000 
ho data 
74.. 000 81 
32.000 57 
19.700 42 
34.000 41 



53o 
730, 
42o 
217 
139 



I7oo 
18oo 
X5oo 
64o 
72o 

78o 
26o 
44 
6o 



Tabl» 3. 

The distribution of tho oiacea ctf i . 



Branch of Industry 



Industrial researnh ir.^k^,^^^ 



Telecommunication 
and prfc . engl neer Ing 
Machln^ Industry 
together: 
Chemical industry 
Power Industry 
Vehicle Industry, 
transport 
Research in water 

oonaervanoy 

Metallurgy 

Light Industry* 

Mining 

Pood Industry 
Building material 



fiJnglneer reader 
of the HCTLBC 
/employees in 
Industrial res. 
Institutes/ 



Wo. of employeesij 
. In Industrial 
res. Insti- 
tuted 



Expend 1 turea*^ 
mPt 



257 
' 225 
45? 
22o 
97 

81 

79 
5^9 
49 
36 
35 
24 



persons /42?6/ 6.5oo /5o %/ 

/1?96^ 2.600 /2o?6/i34 



/ 896/ 

// 7%/ 

/ 796/ 
• / 556/ 
/ 4S/ 
/ 396/ 
/ 396/ 
/ 20/ 



76o V 6 %/ 
400 / 3 %/ 



99 



^ ^ 66 
6o 



1.162 persons 



56o / 4 
600/4, 

600 74,596/ 51 
78o / 6 %/ 75 
212 / 2 96/ 65 



In Industrial research Institutes 
»n?Sf^f planning Institutes 
universities 

fof^i^^*"? 2^ Hungarian 
Academy of Sciences 
National institutions 
Other scientific Institutes 

Total: • 



1.162 of our^readera are amp. 

484 n 
251 » 



2,61g Persons 



Tudo„.Anyo3 icu.^ i„0. (Sdentmo m.^^. Bp. SU>L K. m^. 78 p. 
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ADOrrtONAL STATEMENT 



X\iC» rot^oon tor our guiVoy was a preauppoolUoh claiming a roia- 
tionsjiup bolweon Ih^ rvtant»©r ol Iho iGchnicol* librarioa* engineer- roadors ar\<i 
the prftKiucMon indexes ol th<> branehea'oi industry reproikQrrtcKf by them. In 
*^t*rer uoreis, ^ e wanted to discover the immt?diate *' finonqlcil" effect of the 
lihrary on production. » . \ ^ 



SZENTntMAI LSszie 



READING HABITS OP UNTVERSTTY SrUD^NTi! ao 
REVEALED. BY A ONE-tVEEK TlME^S^faS'si^fvEY 



/Szeged/, ttHt^cmr^ ^^ct'mues o^ th.' °' '"'pflf ^ UtUversity " 

the help of one- week time budgers 4dll«^7X°i,^^^ examined ^th 
framework of the exan^atlon o"the st^r- "f^^^^ W"*^ 
extremely Important wSrklng phase Ld7«iX nVf " ^ 

touched upon both within time and leitur-^imi^ f self-education, had to be 
ploring the problem and analyzing the f^rtSn'.f^^''^f " ^^^sti/ation ex- 
budget was made of 20 percent of the ba^ic nnn,^f ff^^^c^ t ^'^^-week time 
University between Aprtl 11-18, 1973 /Th?s i^fhi"" °^ ^'^"^ 
Diaries of activities ^^ere filled b/^'o'r/T£n' W hSe^d sidentsT'^^' 

to filling I'Ltd^lTtu^e'^^^^^^^ budget and thl guides 

did at intervals of 15 minutes. If the acfiw^ ,n ^^PrfP'^f^e blank what they 
minutes then more of them could bL coS^L''' Xhtn"^ 

ware collected, a 17 percent samnle of . ^''^'^ '^^dlaries. of activities 

asked" by the interviewers t? banfinate^^^^ ^ P^'-^'^^ -^^^ 

view form. The selection of tSe^Sjre'wJs^imofe and' ^'T^^^^l^^^ Inter, 
leal list was made of the names ofTii 7^1 »1 ^'""PlVid random. An alphabet- 
and years and on the basis S- thfabovtVenttonldn".? ^^""''^^^ 
well as seventh students were L the lampLl P'^'=^Pl^ fifth as 

function o'Tsoml'^cS^v^Sel "^ZZTF^'iV^f- ^"""^^^ '''^ determining the 
"instrumental" /dlSTof " ^"S^a^d ^L^^^^^^ aim of cnrr tw'o 

to examine- the conterit of the wav of Hf»^^^^^*'^ interview/ surveys was . 
ture of activities, a^ve aU woH^vfnd ll.T''^^''" "^'^ ^^IP °f the struc- 
to reading. The- codes of o^r diaVSl^of a«l^"^^^ «P«'=i^l '"egard 

activities of students were dl^ded i^to 7 hV^i" '^^'"^ grom,ed so that the 
itles among them the mak4 of not^s on reoufr^^^ ^^. ^^^^ °^ 

reading were taken into confiderati!^ Tho\, ''^f^^^ ^'^ "^^^ required 
all aimed at the exploration of indiXal^h^^^^^^ wis above 

the making of note? on required rel^i^f We exami-n«H T^'^^ '° 
vldual working elements occi.T-r»H °° ^ examined how frequently Indl- 

how certain activitTerwe^^^J^t1d~^ti1^T°^^^'^^^ 

was that students were not lu^nnl^ t^V^^ °f °^ suppositions 

supply of textbookra^dllctu^^f„PlL';^^3^„^^^^^ as requir"^^. The 

tain textbooks and lecture notes wete not i^ f^^*^^'=^°'^' ^ "r- 
Of certain faculties ought tXve soem sol - t*"^^ °" s^^ents 
dition to dictionaries/ whl^ thly llKoteforT'^^ °? textbooks /m ad- 
Se^a^UdlSfei; n!^]:!.^^^^^^^ SatrfibraWSl 
cause it was only ther^e'^Ke? Jo^^ 
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I.e. textbooks, without standing in line. In our sample the proportion of wom- 
en is higher, the time budget was filled In by 68.3 percent and the standard- 
ised interview by 69.3 percent. Of those students who did not com^sfrom the 
seat of the university more women than men lived in hostels. Among men a' 
higher proportion lived in lodgings. The school-leaving certificfhtes of women 
were better. Among women there were mor? outstanding pupils than ariiong 
men. Better school achievement may 1^ partly accounted for by the fact that 
among the ^gai^sjiiS'-ofwomen there were more pr^ofessional people. 

Nearly the half of the students /48,7 percent/ came to the university 
from small towns, while the other half came from big cities as well as county 
seats or middle -site towns of equal size. We think that drawbacks caused by 
•settlement structure nmst be pointed otit, effect may ^ake itself felt both 
♦ in school archievemen? and the structure of culture. In the analysis of the 
university education of parents we have found that minimally 14 percent 
/whose fathers did not finish the eight classes of the primary school or its 
equivalent/ is at disadvantage with regard to the cultural etxvirdnment of the ^ 
famll}?. When hereinafter we shall give the amount of time of the reading ele- 
ments of the structure of activities, we always use average time. This was 
obtain<2d by figuring o^it the whole time spent on the activity on the basis of 
the time budget and dividing it by the number of students filling In the diaries 
of activities irrespective of whether they read or not. 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF KINDS OF ACTIVITJES IN THE WEEKLY 168- 
HOUR TIME BASIS /NOT REQUIRED READING EMPHASIZED , REQUIRED 
READING IN WORKING TIME, V 



Kind of 'activity v - Hour, decimal hour Percent 

"Studying « working time ' 
Working time restricted 

to university 21.28 ' ' 12.7 

•Work^hat can be done ^ 
^thome / , 25.U . ^ . 15.0 

■ ' ' 46,42 t7.7 

Political, public activity 1,71 1.0 

Activity connected with wprk 

Traffic 3,57 2,1 

Instructional excursion 1.56 0.9 

Journey home . 1.87 1.1 

Leisure activities 

Use of mass media V 4..59 2.07 

Gulturer"^^^^^^''^"^^*^^ —3.33 « 2^QQl. 

READING /not required/ 4^.66 " 2.7 

friendly company, courting 11.10 . 6.7 

Gainful employment 0,52 ' 0.'3 

Sports 1.46 ' 0,9 

• KJisoDillane6us employments 1.49 0.9 
Scientific work /not 
.'inquired . 0.4.1 " 0.2 



27.26 16.4. 
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Kind of activity . , 

Passive spending of leisure ' 
^time 

Domestic work 

Time spent on physiolipgljcial 

nee^s 

Sleep 



Hour, decimal hour 



Percent 



9.32 
2.54 

16.69 
57.70 



5.0 
1.5 

10.0 
34.3 



168 
hours 



100.0 
perctot 



' P««=dlcU or books a J, S.t^SS'^t' 



DISTRIBUltON 
OF THE WE 



/ON???mIfRl^-^ AFTERNOONS 



: ACTIVITY/ 



iKF\IISV?H\''^?E¥/°^ ACTIVITIES IN THE MORNINGS 



Activity \ Mornings 
Jioxir/sdedmalhd^, percent 



Aftempons 
hour, decimal hour, perc. 



Leisure activities 
Use of mass media 
culture, enter- 
tainment 

READING /not re- 
quired/ 

friendly company 
gainfdl employ- 
ment I 
sport s| 

scientmc work 
/not required/ 
other employments 



6.38 



lNj2 

0.38' 

0.98 
2.42 

0.23 
0.69 

0.21 
0.45 



10\1 

\ 



1.7 
0.6 

\ 1.5 
\3.8 

().3 

1\1 



0./ 



21.27. 



3.57 

3.22 

3.68 
8.7 

6.3 
0.77 

o!83 



33.8 



5.8 

5.1 

5.8 
13.8 

0.4 
1.2 

X3^ 
1.3 



l^^^Afu"^ J^SJ^i^^d character in the mornings of the week takes on the 
^fnH^^^i^r'^^ ^ possibiUty for it b^^use the students do^t 
spend wcfa-ldng time in a single time-block, working time and leisure t^e 

ni\l?SH^'^^^ ^? '^^^^ ^ posaibS? both ^r^^^tf 

notes of riaquired reading and not required reading in the mominir^<Sno 

!>^V^^r''^'^ character takes 3.£8 hours eveiy lfternl<^:Tis^tiielSd 
most tme4ponsuming employment. Reading of sudi ch^c^^^ takes l! 5 p^ 
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cent of activities in the morning and. 5. 8 percent in the aftemoQn. In the sur- 
vey of a week-day and a weekend as well as a Sunday we found that Saturday 
and Sunday deviated from weekdays from the viewpoint of working time taken 
by activities that can be carried out at the university. In work that can be^ 
done at home there is hardly discernible deviation of one minute or two. Un 
Saturday the student's less study is "recompensed" by domestic works: 
washing, irp^xing and shopping. On Sunday the time spent on Jeisure activi- 
ties increases. Students read more on Saturday and bunday. 

THE STRUCTURE OF ACTIVITIES ON WEDNESDAY, 
SATURD/y and SUNDAY 

/IN PERCENT OF INDIVIDUAL DAYS/ 



Wednesday Saturday Sunday 

% min. ■ % min. /o 



Kind of activity 

min 



Leisure activities /mor^ time- con s^lmJng/ 

Use of mass media 27 1.9 64 4.4 64 . 4.4 

Culture, entertain- o ^ ^ « 

ment 17 1.2 41 2.8 39 2.7 

READING /not re- „ o / 

ig4co„p.„. g 5:1 ifa i:l ig i:'- 

The above table shows that though students read more on weekend and Sun- 
day than on week-days, the time requirements and percental proportion ot 
this activity do not increase by leaps and bounds like other activities, con- 
sequently reading is an activity regularly carried out throughout the week. 

READING IN WORKING TIME * 

In recent years, mainly after the introduction of the reform of higher 
education, ^he educational organization of institutions of higher educati^m re- 
quirers of students to study regularly week by week, to read regularly and to 
make notes of reading matter. Regular preparation means that time spent 
daily on study, preparation and the making of notes of required reading must 
be unconditionally incorporated into the working time of students, 45.0 per- 
cent of students worked more than 48 hours a week and this exceeded the 
working time of workers. Our task was to find out how much of this working 
time, comprising working time spent at the university. and at hgme, was spent 
on making of notes of required reading. In the time budget worls^ng time was 
divided into the following: i ♦ / ' 

1. working time restricted to university /attendance at classes, < etc. / 

2. work that can be done at home, i.e. employments not prescribed m the 
curriculum, but which are the preconditions of study. Activ:ities were clas- 
sified as such and among them required reading stands high on the list, ine 
source of nearly 100 percent of required reading is firstly the University 
Library or the libraries of^the faculties and departments. Even the public li- 
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wcnen. lay g«.c=r „r/„ o„ ,he of teS.XiifjtSi. 

M?«t; 9/ t - ' T 1 ^^f"^ ^ percent of the students worked for more 
r than 24 hours weekly at home. We think the studvVnnfirmJn f " 

r»u ^ o Ji*^ PERFORMANCE OF INDIVIDUAL WORKING 
PHASES, AMONG THEM MAKING OF NOTES ON REOU^ 

READING ^sd^Jit^cu 

ot,.H-,„f » ^"^ regard to the average of .the whole week 50 percent of the 
^ li^f^h f ^^^^h^^ ^" ^'^'^^ °^ required books. If weEe the whole 
length of jime by the nrnnber of students, who filled in the t^e^budget we 
get a weekly average of 3.6^ hours. However, If we dividelt only bt the 
, number of those who read in fact, than we get 'a we dcly Average of 7 :^ 
hours. In the mornings 39 percent of the students read seTbooks for 3 83 
hours and this proportion was somewhat higher, ile 43 nercent in thp ,f 
reoXd r°/f;'^<'°T/;' ^^'^"^"^ P-portioA o^s-tude^trmXTnotes ^n 
• LcTfr. thff ^"J preparations for practice lessons, i?e s?udy- 

' ^«'J p V ^^feJ-ent amounts of working time «t home are dis- 

posed of by the student as is made possible by workini time at the^l^rsifv 
and conrtnuous preparation. Non-attendance at classes by^near y 30pl^cent 
entails that particularly in the afternoon they use their classmates' note^ fo 

;^!.n„^ lectures regularly. In our opinion a working phase of regular 

preparation, making of notes on required reading is done by students Is ' 

f ^/^T''"'^; "^^^^ "^'^"d reLmmended rSg for the 
students of the three faculties alike. Readinft matter can be aMulrid fn thl 

the rbUc^lbr l^' '^.^""^ °l fa-lty -"hi Sartm^e'Sfpfss^fbS^in 

..Pi^ili ^^^"^^"^y °f the city, without much difficulty. It is true ihat students 
would like to accumulate more reading matter at the same tim^ and rath«- 
they wait and borrow it from their classmate and then they fill in the eaps. 
l^^^^Tf ruJ^^ '^T °i '^r^ °" actual required reldlng 

nh»c<, V fK ^ ^P^"*^ * "^^^y average of more, than one hour on this workine 
phase if they can get at required reading. worKing 

«n UK,..,.- consideration the making of notes on required reading 
o^t^^r 7^ T ^^^""^'^ri 'if'^ ^'^'^ occasions of visit concern alto- 
gether 73.3 percenf of the students. The students of the faculty of sciences 
read less required reading in the University Library, only. 1 percent of 
them, they are followed by law students with 55. 1 pii-'cent^'Ae wiek ^der ' 
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'survey arts students read set books most frequently in University Libra- 
ry, their proportion is 152,9 percent. 

^ BEGINNINGS OF ORIGINAL SCIENTIFIC WORK ^ 

There is a close interrelationship betweeit the students* scientific and 
self-educational work as well as libraries since students do a significant 
part Of their scientific work and self- education depending on the stock ot li- 
braries. The study of prescribed professional literature may be an index of 
identification with studying. Earlier we have seen that on the week under sur- 
vey 50 percent of students dealt with professional literature for a weekly av- 
erace of more than 7 hours or on the basis of our sample more than 3 hours, 
f he frequencyr'of visiting libraries and among-them the University Library is 
considerably inHuenced by the students' Idea of the necessity of visiting li- 
braries. We tried to analyze this idea in a previous survey of ours. 

IDEA OF THE NECESSITY OF REGULARLY \hSITING THE UNIVERSITY , 
LIBRARY ' . * 



Degree of necessity For studying For self-edu-\ Entertainment 

cation ^ 



Unconditionally 
necessary , 
Not unconditionally 
necessary 



^ . N» 1258 N« 1258 y° 1258 

61.3 . . 55.7 * 33.5 

33.6 37.^ * 



Very rarely , ' \ 



necessary 
Not necessary 



3.6* 3.8 15.0 

1.5 2.9 ^.1 



Total / ' %00.0 ^ 100.0 100.0, 

Students consider visiting the University Library most necess.ary primarily 
for their studying and sell. education. A consideirable proportion, however, 
sets at the professional Uterature necessary for his studies arid original 
scientific work not oilly here but also in the libraries p£ the faculty, the in- 
stitute and the public Ubrary of the city. Visiting the University Library on 
yearly average compris* several kinds of activities. 38.3 percent of' stu- 
dents borrows regularly; a yearly average of 60t7 percent reads and makes 
notes on required reading and professional Uterature, 35.3 percent studies 
own notes; 31.4 percent reads for the purpose of self-education and enter- 
tainment. Consequ^tly, the University Library plays not only a mediatory 
role in making available the body of knowledge but provides study space tor 
more than one third of tHe students. They pi«e|)acre-h-erer^or-theii-^xamina- 
tions . 

Regular visiting of libraries regularly begins to shape durtag the 
second semester, it manifests itself in the second and third years, then 
frequency is somewhat reduced. According to the data of our earlier surv^ 
more than the half of students regularly visit a library on yearly average but 
'>yith different frequency. The index of activity carried^out in a libt^ary, prima 
rily in the library of an institution of higher education is consequenXly an im- 
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conimended andWer^rofeaSon^ruLt.n.t^^'" ^^«»^8, i.e. required, re 
cantly influenced by the follows f ^ connected ^th ^r^\ sigAi- 

a/ mata subject; ' - / ^ 

b/ sense of vocation in the making- 
question;''^ "''"'^'^ ^ r^c^ul^ents in the instxtuUon of higher education in 
D ja rational time economy 

vould reaa-more for the dS^pTww^T expectations ahov that thqr 
their tinre ecoiioU^e Kss^Me *^ self-educatioulf ' 

loAfger time vO^s shcZ by thSa of o^ ^rii^r ''^'^8 of 

be ansvrered was the foU^^^rtna- Wilt J ^T^^ '^^^ question to 

... ^ " y 

Frequency of reading Professional Ut ' V\e^rrr. t> i 

Mora than until now 63. 0 ' a, n 

As m\ch as now at least 34.0 ^"-o f^'S 

Won'tliave time for It 2 0 ^'n M.O 

Thinks it unnecessary l.'o 2 0 3*G 

■^'''^^ ^ 100-0,. mo i^^:^ 

s'?nt"t^°^rof1h'^Sft?L'r^^^^^ an unambiguous criticism of the pre - 
spent on ufsi^ce at^r^^'ltSy^o^^"^"^^^^ literature and the tiS^, 
the level of' their pr^o?ef kS^eXfp^evafeS^ "^'^ °' 

S^llub^ets!^^ time confirms the itlX'^\^^\I^^tLtr^%.. 



READING 1.EISURE TIME 



students SThSw^lTJo If thel\' ^^^'^'^-^d interviev, we asked the 

ieic?dTha1^i^i^^|' T^fcrnts tlT ^""""^^ 

during university year s as c^mX^^ c ^^'V^^'^'V of reading declined 

even fhe s^^.^^s 'r^ui^TAtt^^^^ 
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norma in an institution of higher education required reading of different qual- 
ity and weight than during secondary- school years. In seconda^ry- school age 
reading stands third in the order of rank of the most attractive employments, * 
in fact it stands sixth. ** Weithink that by such a high proportion of preference 
foi? reading in unexpected leisxire time the students criticize their reading 
habits duiTing both secondai^- school and university years , There is signifi- 
cant difference between sexes. The proportion of those who wish to study 
does not differ considerably but \frhile 52 pe't'cent of women would spend lei- 
sure tim^ on reading, only 42 percent of .men would "do so. In consequence of 
more frequent reading wjomen are more familiar with questions related to 
fiction and arts. In the analysis of the strjicture of activities we stated that 
on the average the leisure time of students was as follows: 

Weekly' , 27 hours jtl minutes 

Mornings /together/ " 67 hoiSrs'^S minutes 

Afternoons /together/ 21 hours 14 minutes 

In the analysis of the time structure- of the whole week on the basis of per- 
cental distribution we couifl find 7 activities carried out by 50 percent of thd 
students, Reading and the use of mass meqia predominated. " . 

After comparison with the dkta of the survey of the national panel, 
we concluded tjiat the students in institutions of higher education belonged 
entirely to the category of reader^. ; . 

During the week of our survey 13.7 percent of the students did not 
read set books. Nearly 30 percent of the students read 1 hour daily at 
least.. There is'difference atnpng th;^ sexes: more women read for longer 
time than men, 21.1 percent-of the women read more than 8 hgurs on the 
week under survej^, in the case of men thi,s proportion was only, 14. 1 percent. 
University achievement influences time spent on reading because among satis- 
factory students the proportion of those who read for more than 8 hours^was 
lower. The year considerably influences the frequency of reading and the 
time spent -on reading. Students in the first year read lest and the least stu- 
dents who indicated reading times above 8 hours were among them. With the 
progress of years, the ntmiber of hours devoted to reading increases, 12,5 
percent of the students who had fiUed in th6 time budget /423 persons/ read 
not required books in the University Library, 15.2 percent of the women 
and 6.7 percent of the men. Consequently the University Library helps stu- 
dents above all >vith professional literature and that/s what students read in 
the reading room. The proportion of borrowing not set book^ is much higher 
than that of professional literature. This kind of reading is reflected by the 
index of reading and the time spent bn reading, 

wV think that reading is such a leisure activity which is carried out 
regularly bV every student with more or less frequency and for different 
lengths of tftpie. RegulaiTity means reading one book at least a month. Stu- 
dents satisfy\hls demand set up by themselves, the women morej the mien 
^.less. * . ^ _ _ \^ , 

However, dv student does not become a reader at a* stroke. Perhaps 
it is not too bold to\enture the remark that an individual becomes a regular 

+ F. GA^SO - F. PATAKl - Gy/ VARHEGYI: T)iakeletm6d Budapesten, 
/Students' way of life in Budapest Budapest, 1971* 116 p. 
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take- only bortoVtng from a Ubran' as I bisi^ »n ^^E'^^'' ^ we 

• students, chose thexr readina mlu^r'for 1^^^^^^^^ overvhelming majority of 
c«m and fiction by 6/perc/nt k Ubrrries ^ xrth.^^^ 5°"^^' ''^ 73 per. 
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DISCUSSION 

I^oador oi dlocuonion: W/\LIGCRA, Johanna 



Juol boloro^ Iho QonorfU dobolo, lot mo oxproaa iaoma qu©oUon»' 
cjcdvod Irom Iho prpponlod papers. ^ 

Whon -invobtigatJng library vvork (rom Iho point of o( quality,* 

wo muol onowor.^hopo quoationo: Do onglnoero and ociOntiolo r»ood lilora- 
turo )u£Jl^,aCJ much ao pooplo doolinQ wilh Iho social ocioncoo? Is it indood 
important (or a public library to win Iho t^ochnlcal intQUO(5;tuaio (or reading? 
VVhat can a library do that podagpsuoo' teaching nati|-al scioncoo ohoul^ 
^UBO »ho . library to Iho ^jsamo x?xtent ao tholr coUoaguoo torching claooical 
oubjocta? ^ * f ' * 

KAMARAS IptvAn - ^ " , , 

Thoro io' no ouch ophoro oi activity whoro, ir\ addition to proper 
tuncUono, coriain dlafunctiono do not omorgo. Even tho boot library may bo 
' charactor^z<»rl by coftoin amount of technical mechaniom, juat ao oven the 
bopt odu<aator' ^ttUty. in a certain amount, of didacUco* The oamo applies 
to reading roaoarchoo, tbOr Sueh diofuncUono may omorgo, (or inotanco, 
whUQ tralnlhg children^ for regular reading. A chUd can enter the Ubrary 
quite opontanoouo^y. driven by hlo own intoroot pr curiooily, or he con get 

♦ thertf Ihrcugn the wdrlt of the ochool. And the two caooo are by no moans 
equal V*o wanted tQ avoid Ihd diofuncUono of thai kind, having publiahod 

a book by Sender Katoknyl ^^'^ Kdnyvo£>-T<5th entiUed "I am Ex- 

ploring the' Library*, which In fact Id a library guidd for chUdron. Let me 
olsk our coUeaguo Droooler U they aro carrying out roaearch<^ on pooolWe 
diofuncUono. too? Aro Ihey planning to pubUoh any oimUar material? 

DRESSLER, Irmgard ^ 

^ According to the new GDR purriculum, otudont^ will b'e introduced 
Into library use, oo a part of locturoo' on „ German > literature and grammar. 
Thore"^ vfiH *b» a general |ntroduclion 'in the 2nd claao. The oocond Ubrary' 
InlroducUon wiU ba hold 'in the SUi claso, l^Uo Ume Iho uoo of catalogues 
ond other trlcko o| uiSlng a Ubraty wiU bo taught. . And In the ath class we 

• shaU introduce- tho* adult Ubrary^ studfonts. A reading Uot of suggested 
books wUl bo given to oach.qge group. , 

- ' " V _ ' ** ^ 

KOlrODZrEJSKA, Jadwiga ' ^ * 

I would Uko to Qpmpleu|^£»ur coUooguo SzoriUrmal'o otoloment men- 
Utonlng that wo made olrfiUar oxpeftmenlo in Szcocln, and vxo cbuld moke 
certain that undorgraduateo who did not attend Iho Ufcrory from the very 
iglnningt* of their studies vytito more Uabio to drop out thar\ thooo rogulariy 
attending the library. This df course doeo not moan that everybody must be 
compelled to frequent the Ubrorleoi IhorO are. after oU. other ways to obtain 
books. , / ' ' 



DOBRVNIhLA, Nololia 

AO (or now, wo aro working .with ^0*^^^, f"'"."" '° ^c^" r,«ui,a. 
WALiGORysi, Johanna , • , ^ 

a docroJn^ '-."o^^^r"^;, '^.^'i^'^ t ^ 
' lordopondon?o with an emoraoncV cl othor ll^,^ Z . /^?^* 

'"^^^'""■■j^"^ mj^to^o^m meter'?:- ^* 

aloo (or oopvlcoo o< tho DuMic ilhr-H^ oludi«», pU in' ^ claim 

««. Ihp dovolopmont o^ tho^r ooJl^uf' - ""'""^°'"8 » radical chkng.. 

\. ' . _ - > . • 

PAJPP latySn ' ' 

. . An important momint in 'coUoafluo K/imK.^'- ^ , ' " 

•hat oho InvosUgalod tho oamo r,rJ,h7Z^ .i. ^ ' research la the fact 
lhat 10. oho to Iry^B ,0 d^ l^^' "'^ ^^"""^ °' ' 

appro=.ch 13 u.^^^ Attiir^^inir^:^^/::^^"^^^ ^nt^ 
» (act .j:: - - s^°en^rr%rilf^dr^^-^^^^^ 

S^op^en^T^-: ^^^^^^^ -T^-. 
•w^cT: -ve^cen.;:era°r»Sr3'2; Z'^'r^^^TTt. 

WALIGORA, Johanna ^ ' . 



,,2AMFIR, Connto^Un-DKnitloi ^ 



•m cMjt of r ? "^^^ ipte^ot to mak« regular i«d- 

fK? !!l people. Veacher3 o/ moraturo aro gWI b^r^ m 

■^3?.;^"?: .-i"S3".i^i;-- 

mo"^nfc,J^ ."^ "^"^ '^^^ opedal Utoratur. confocmlng "llh" 

S^na^^r'm^ «porimo,U ha. golna' 8n (or two y^^^rTr^. 

owing to the marko and recommondal lgn»; we. inad.. in»er«t toward. .p«Jal 
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literature haa considerably boon increoaod. A chango took place in tho 
)vork cl the iitrarios, too: a more exact knowledge of school curricula made 
ita impact on tho enrichment ol tho hoidingo; books wbro asked (or, which 
nobody had noUcod before^ and, what is ovon moro, a list ol missing book4 
was sont to tho pubiiohing houses. This work ought to have boon, carried 
out withjn the scheme ol the teachers' extension-training; inotoad it was thl^ 
librarians who did it, to increase library attendance. 

t 

kArOLVI Agnes . 

^ a ^ \ 

, .Right up to now, v\o havo regarded this solely as the task ol \ 

teachers ol iitoratv{re- a groat mistake. Today we ^naito a trouble even of 
the (act that S0% ol tho holdings in school librartes ccrislst ol lictJon. Wo 
would like to achievo a . rate o( fifty- (ilty. Also now taslu3 emerge: One 
must Inform the much engaged teachers about literature published in his 
lino, possibly divided Into a©o- groups. 

It is a pleasure to hoar the good results of our Rumanian coN 
leagues' oxperimpnts. So-called "specialized bibliographies^ endowed with 
some kinds of pedagogical reviews, are regularity "published also in this 
country, and ao (ar as we know, teachers make good use of them. 

KATsAnYI SAndor 

• ;^ 

\ It has been said by some speal^ers that schools are not good in 
turning their students into regular ^ readers. If this is really the case through- 
out^ Europe, then the reasons must be found, kjul we must not be content 
with' merely subjective (actdrs. Hungarian curricula have strict prescriptions 
concerning the development of reading habits. And if the*^ realization is yet 
so poor,* then the reason must obviously bo sought in the educator's sys- 
tem ol mokns. I do not speak here about mistakesr made by individual tohch* . 
ers. It is the formerly mentioned dislunctionr that mokes trouble, and "one 
cannot fight ^^a^ainst it with subjective methods. I do not want to underestl-^ 
mate these efforts, but. 1 think a solution of this problem should be that 
methods developing independent thinking must come to power in pedagogy, 
and they ought to be in contact with the use ol mean^ ^cl information^ The 
educational process Itsell should produce the need for literature. The satis:- 
factlon ol the needs on a high level will ol cours'e be the library's task. 
>\s for me, 1 am convinced that 1 am trying to force an, at ioast partly, 
open door. The Hungarian Socialist Workers* Party's resolution concerning 
^ ^ucational policy has defined these problems, and so it is the school, an<^ 
not the library, who thakes the initiative; in conse<)uence tho .library's tasks 
will increase considerably. 

4 SASvARI Dona - 

>\t present the Natloned Tecfhnlcal Library and Oocumentatidn Centre 
is cibsed before young people aged 14-16. Some years ago, however, it- was 
they who supplied the Librqury with the most devoted readers. The engineer 
wants to make money, the undergraduate wants to pass his exams, but those 
^ » young people who^ instead of going to the cinema in tj|pir leisure time, at- 
tend a special' libra^ must be led t^y a deep and sincere scientific interest 
, Not cne ol groat inventors began his carreer by '^fiddling about" in his- 

childhood* « ' • 



DRKSSLER, Irmgard ' « . 

The orientation of pedagogues teaching natural sciences in litera- 
•ture is a problematic issue in the GDR, too. I thinlc tho reasons be sought* 
in their training and continuing training. We also make bibllogi;;0phles lor 
them, processing various collections and the materials published in periodicals. 
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NAGY AKUa 



In Mrs. Koiodziojska'o- pof.er Ihero ,« a quotaUon trom Encnr„H 

roador..3 delenn.nod WoU beroro on.orins achooi. Thore nof only tho ,ocH- 
rucql ekOl of read.ng .s mvolvod. bu. the oumrms ot the future ao^mo^^T 
seme as woU. \Vh.lo speaking or -the system o. means and meth^ m otl 
a^o^ and anaiyzmg the etr.cienco or pedagoa.cal work, one n^ctloa^i; 
. must lake .no conaidofation some statistical data. In western EuropoTo 
^^IZXL 4 children under s.x are att^nd^ng nursery schools. ,n h1- 
g^iry only So percent;^. ^ ^ ^ ^ 

countries. In Hunseiry U works leosl as weU as ,n the firal four cl^^c^ 
of the primary school. Ue do not doubl that chUdren must bo made ^itT 
particip^s Blory.lellang, musac^ listening .n tUn^ projecUons. elc.^ut ef! 
rechvenOB^ would be increased it the Ubraries would lum the parents. ' 
tHo ...» H ^H^^'^ °' coUeoauos Waligora and Dressier moke clear that 

college students. I should Uke lo ask whether public Ubraries in the GDR 
ore prep^ed lo aaUsfy very much Bpeciolized demands? 

DRES3LER, Irmgard 

Let me say some words about thp re lalionshlps befween nursery 
schools and libraries. It ,s importanl that those children who are stiU Ulit- 
?JrlZ i^f*^" »°/t°«^-»*^Umg with pleasure, see pictures or movie, RecenUy, 
Iho^ka fo the development o( the training of kindergarten teachers, groups 
of nursery children often visit libraries. Of course the capacity of the h 
brary must cope with them. A frequent expenence. is thafc libraries consider 
their task to provide only those chUdrert who can already read 
t««^V«r« "^^^ ^" training and extension- training of kindergarten 

eachers where we introduce the available childbooks. Authors of child- books <.iso* 

^rcJr^hLren 1° '""^ ""^"^'^ ^^"^^^ P^^^^"'"' concerr^ng the real 

mg o/ children, is that we are not always able to answer their quesUons, For 
Instance, even the six i^ears old chUd is interested m rockets, and wo ^ 
howe no books to satisfy their curiosity. Wt? tried lo cons.Jt tho publishing 
houses »n this problem. They wore ready to aive cpmisslons to authors but ' 
having rocoived the manuscripts, ,i turned out. that they were inteUigible 
but tor the ten years old and upwards. 

ChilW*! irom the' O-ath classes of ihe seconda^v school (age 
t^roup 12-X4} Y^r-^ady demand popular BCience books written for odults, but 
chUdren 3 libroN^ havo no capacity ior t^uying such books; they are. Uiero- 
f<are, compeUod toVatisfy such needs hy individual or iHfeer- library lending. 
Svich , problems, I suppose, are character! -;Uc not only i^ the GDR; there- 
n>C5? I suagest that in our proposals vse should not speak' exclusively about 
our^KiJure research intentions; let us speak also about the possibOiUes o( 
or'4aruzir>g^a continuous and mutnoi exchange of experiences. 
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NAGY AttUa * 



INVESTIGATION OF EFFECTIVENESS *IN A LIBRARY^ 

/Preliminary report of a loagitudlnal investigation/ 



With the Increase of investigations of the sociology o'f reading we get 
Increasingly more information on how definite social strata read, when, 
Vhat,,how much and \ii/'hy, how reading is embedded in their leisure time and 
to what extent it has become an integral part of their way'of living* As for 
investigations of the psychology of reading, they inform us more emphatlcaU 
ly oTt the influence of spiritual processes and properties, under which work3 
are chosen, understood, elyaluated and their spirit entered into. In princi- 
ple, among a number of decisive factors also the effect of the library is 
implied - directly or indirectly - by the resiilt of every investigation of the ' 
sociology or psychology of reading. However, since investigations are di- 
rected at th'e general, so to say all sociological and psychological problems 
of reading, we do not treat separately what the library in particular means 
tq the reader. Our research is dire ct<|d 'exactly a< this idea unexplored so 
far. 

It 13 naturally obvious that the library take^ effect together M/ith oth- 
er ihstitutlons of society, is bound by many a tie to the* complicated sys^^"^ 
of relationships Avithin which it operates. 

Primarily one's initial stage, the family background, the occupation 
of parents, the ii.chne$s of the permanently surrounding environment in c;ul- 
tural stimuU frojn early childhood, one's education, place in the divi^qn of 
laboi^r,. leisure time that can be spent on culture, the charactertstlc estab- 
lished way of cognitive activity, the -style of processing knowledge and ex- 
periences, the prestige of art and s.cience and the book in particular in a 
given society, stratum or group play an outstanding role in defining a per- » 
son's cultuGral - and Avithin this reading*"*- demands, interest, and ta&te 
measur,able by his capaqity for selection, 

THE AIM 6f the INVESTIGATION 

It is obvious that a radical qualitative change in the formation of 
readers' demands, internist and taste can be expected only if the whole line 



The plan and methods^of the investigation were drawn up' and elaborated 
in cppperation Avith, Ldszld Halj^sz. The research report* containing the 
putfhxg of questions In detail, the research method^ as weiLas the charac-' 
teristics of 'the Initial stage has beeii published in the meanmne. 
► Ldszl6 Haldsz-- Attila Nagy: Hatisvlzsgdlat konyvtdrban 1 f /Investigation 
of effectiveness in a libra^, 1./ Bp, N.P.I. 19/4^. 152 p. 
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of effects operates differently from the previous period, i.e. more favoura- 
My. Naturally the foregoing do not mean\hat a single factor may not have at 
the same tim^ relative independence within the complex line of effects. The 
question that interests us most is the follo\vlng: what happens In consequence 
oif the intervention of the library /librarian/ in this line of effects? Our aim 
is to approach the answer one step ^t least to the following question: how can 
a particular - though still modest - surplus be added to the selective, re- 
ceptive and evaluative activity of the reader by the library, as an institution 
with definite material and personal conditions, how can this Surplus be appre- 
hended? Earlier investigations have proved beyond all question that library 
use implies a pai^cular surplus and a higher level of demands. However, . 
we know little ^bout th:^ particular role played by the library in the creation 
and accumulation of the indicated cultural pre*^ eminence. 

From the very first do more agile and active people come under the 
spell of libraries and only increase their original advantage? Or can even 
the use of the library in itself induce and generate the modification of the 
structure of tastes and activities? 



THE STRATEGY OF INVESTIQATION 



They were our basic questions when, in the spring of X972, we inter- 
viewed in^extreme detatl nearly 400 readers selected at random in two central 
public libraries of two county seats. Simultaneously we interviewed nearly 
200 nonreaders chfeiracterized by the same demographical and sociological ^ 
conditions /on the basis of previously fixed questionnaires/ about the chat?ac- 
teristic of their cultural activity. We visited the same persons with the pas- 
sing, of two years. In j)974, again, and by the re-use of the research instru- 
ments used on the fir^t occasion we judged the reality of the different de- 
grees of presupposed - or rather desired ^ changes in favour of the readers, 
the rise of their demands to a higher level, A considerable part of our ef- 
forts was used to collect as^ various displays of reading people as possible 
under relatively exact and reproducible circumstances. Accordingly, we 
tried to enforce the ned6ssary complexity in setting up our investigative 
app&ratus, ' , " 

This report was compiled after the repetition of the investigation in 
1974., however, in the course of its derailed processing. Therefore our 
initial questions cannot be answered explicitly yet, however, we have for- 
mulated some remarkable statements with regard to the surplus of library 
users, based on thfe first investigation as well as on the changes already 
reflected in some cases, depending on the results of the second investiga- 
tions • 



Peter M.andi: Konyvolvasas es konywdsdrlas iC^jgyatorszdgpn, /Reading 
and purchase of books in Htingary/, Budapest, KTTK, 1965. Istvdn Kama- 
ras - Peter Polonyi; firtelmiseg, olvasds, k6nyvtdr, / Intellectuals , read- 
ing, library/, Budapest, N,P,1, 1970, Nagy Attila: Kozmilvelodesi intez- 
menyek jirasi szekhelyeiken, /Institutions of general culture in the chief 
towns of districts, / Budapest , N,P,l, 1972, 
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THE RESULTS 

Wg cduld prove the procc58 of becomtng more caltai>sd and the rlae 
of the leveir of one ' s demands - if any measurable ^kanga can occur with the 
passage of tw<;^ years at least - hy xhs^ content of spending tha ltl«uro tUna, 
the enricHment of the content of activities above aU things* AX ihm «tart the 
ejdsting situation had to be explored as exactly as po«9^U» therefore, a- • 
mimg other, we asked th^ intervlevees to evaUiato from doii^e aspects slx- 
tden kinds of leisure activities and eleven kinds of tdcvtsioa programmes s 

[ A: To what* eiheigsdo they consider as attractive the slxtecu kinds 

I of activities as well as eleven televiaicu proarazos enumoratcd 

• by us? ^ I • 

^ B: In their opinion what do people think of tho pastimes and prog- 
rams In question in general? 
They could express their opinions by giving. marks from 1 to 5. 

From the very wide range of aspects of analysis only the remarkable 
differences within groups are emphasized here. The fact that library users 
SGt^gher value on the study of professional literature, concerts, theatre 
or literary programs etc. of the television than non^users is siot particular- 
.ly surprising, therefore need not be illustrated by d^ta * among other fac- 
tors exactly that' 3 why they go to^brarles. The way the images of **thcm- 
iselves^ end of ''others" and ^iQ systems of prefercnoea appear la some 
gjroupsViider survey, the two/uearly merge into each other or definitely , 
sepai^ate, has a diagnostic value in turn. 

" In the following figures /figs. 1, 2, 3, 4/ always a pair of curves • 

runs together, where one of them /indicated as ■■ / rcpirosents the 

e verages of group of judments of themselves, while the other /ii]dicated as 
A — / represents the Imaginary, general Images of others. The areas be- 
tween the curves /hatched fields/^ show the relative distance between the 
two Images. A single trend is worthy of attention! The area of fields closed 
In by the two curves Is different In the two groups. For this troaflon there 
are occupations which 'T" consider general^^ much more Impoiftayot than "oth- 
ers", e.g. reading, going to theatres and art- exhibitions ^ at the came time 
"others'* prefer television viewing, cards and match--golng. 

The marks Imply a Itlxul of divergence which. creatofl distance, makes 
a distinction on the scale of values, however, not In equal meacuro. In the 
experlmantal group /here the hatched fields are larger/ this separating 
tendency to emphasize themselves and separate themselves from the others 
by marked filatures Is stronger since examining the aver/age laarks of the 
group we do not find significant difference between Gvoluation's from "A" and 
"B" aspects In three cases only. In turn^the results of the cositrol gro^p are 
Identical In eight cases, therefore the hatched fields ore consideraoly smal- 
ler* That Is to sey the membars of the group which does not go to library 
feel themselves rather similar to others, more exactly they ore less capa- 
ble of separating their ideas of themselves and of tho general "others". 

The group of library users is rather willing to widen the gap in 
double evaluation^ between and "the others", l,e. their oxim a.ccepted 
norms and the othei^' supposed norms. Namely thqy do this according to the 
value of the given possibility of spending the leisure time. If the value is 
high, their own Judgments more favo\u:*able than the others* judgments In 
their own opinion, If the value Is low, they do Just the very apposite. 

.8S 
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ocoroo ^ 
3,0-- 



— " A** 5 onofs own opinion 
"fi": peopX9*9 opirilon 
* in g^eral , 




Pig. 



H o S 1 n pd qTlm 



teiovioion! 
is program 



The ovoluation of telcrvision programo in the control group 



Fig. 2. 



acoros 



3,0 



4,0 



3.0 




2.0 + 



4 1 1 ^- 



-I 1 ! \ \^ — H 



d i \ pnpdqliuca 



television 
program . 



0 opera* concert - , 

d documentary- aociography 
f fine arts 

1 literary program 

p programs popularizing 
scientific knowledge 



n news 

pd public debates 

q quiz programs ^ 

Im light music, shows 

c crime* stories ^ 

s sports events 



34 < 



77 



The ervaluaUon oi leisuro activiUea in the cgcperimental group 

scores ' ' "A" one's own opinion 

— — "B** people's opinion in genered • 
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^ivriti^ in the control group 
The evalu^on ol leisure actlviUes in me ^ 
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d^ftnifP ''^"°'^^"^8ly, the members of the experimental group Imply a'more 
definite profile, a more charaaeristic and differentiated svst^ J 
values even in the initial stage emiatea system of cultural 



. ^ ^972 and 1974 alike a complete time budaet of two davs pxt^ 
inter,aewee /their worktlme and leisure time on a WednesdLv « i^n!^/ 



4^,nH«v^'"°"P' 'ilT^y equal measure /15.20 minutes/ but the c^, ^n for 

tPn^frr^'' °"T*" '^.^ .'^^r, °^ r^'r^^^^'-^- This groVth ia wonh/of at- 
tenUo_n because the original level /2,22 hours per !apita/ was ratber htgh 

hr,r,irJ^'A ^n thc opposite with regard to time spertt on reading 

Uhr«tr >°'"T^'- ^^^t °'^Sinally existing surplus la ract eristic of 
library users does not change conspicuously, however, aboVe the level of 
percepubUity Library readers read for three-quarters i^st^ad of hllf-hour 
on weekdays while the control en"semble retains the original half-hour 

tf e'^S'^^'i^tf.'^^^ groups remained true to their Character and retSned 
trie JU-minute difference as well. ^ 

f,rtfnn"^T '^^f reality Of the attitude setting sign\ficantlv higher value on 
fpt uTr-p'J.lrt controllable in the expertmental group- 

,let us recall the preceding page - since the time spent on reading on Sun- 
days IS about twice as much as in the case of tho control group. 

The picture becomes richer if, in addition to differences of time franes* 

Lrfes Wp'h^""^' ""'^''^.S "^^'""f ' S-'^^^y-> also broken dow^ i^to Se- 
?n™-; ^^""^ accurately recorded and arranged into categories what our 
interviewees read on the given day under survey in 1972 and 1974 alike Af- 
ter- the systematic comparison of the data we "may confirm that library users 

fs con,Td^lM°l' T-^^^ ^"''^^u '^^-^^ °^ '""•^ ''"^ le^el °f their choice 
l^Z. A ^ ^'Sher as can be read in the detailed cobparisons by cate- 
gories and groups Moreover, with the passing of two years, origiiial dif- 
ferences increased primarily as far as modem, artistical fiction and educa- 
tional works of scientific level are concerned, that is the gap between tasTes 
manliest in the ability to choose widened even farther. °«ween tastes 

The above-mentioned qualitative differences in.the structure of readinc 
n^^f^nf f'"«..=°'"'"°b°>-ated by the lines of data compiled with regard to the 
^,T^nH K libraries The questionnaires of the first investigation in- 

quired about the quantity of these works oniy. However, since here we did 
H^n .h essential differences characteristic of individual groups, at the same 
time the otherness of the structure of the reading material was striking even 
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then - ux the-couifsa of the second investigation it seemeA desirable to inquire 
about.the quality \nd content over and above quantiUr. 

WUh this en^in view we compiled a list of thiAy items indicating th^ 
authors vVi^hour^^ of works/ for a greater pU' and the interviewees 
tere refcested to h in the titles they owned - if any ^. by the authors in 
question 



Ume per " capita spqnt on tedevision viewing as weU 



, *as Aadxng of , books\ and youmaU- bfoken down into groups 

data for 1974 - 

data for 1972 - - - 




experimental groups 

control group | 1 




\ 



,1,68 



-0,09 



0,76 



. +'~,20 




+ 0,29 



^0,05 




+ 0,35 



1,03 




+ 0,09 








0,60 









+ 0,19 



+0,13 



0,36 0,48 

reading of^ 
books and 
jourriais 

Wednesday 



0,91 1,33 

television 
viewing 



0,94 0,47 ' 

reading of 
books and 
journals 

Sunday 



1,75 2,22 

television 
viewing 



Fig. 5. 
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summary of Information galped In this way Ve may conclude ' 
ly less valuable/ lecture or realistic-classics Is decislveTor as it-hap?e^ 

SeaueTv '^^^^^y Huevery case In both groups? The 

frequency of the presence of contemporary valuable fiction /Boll Buloakot • 
Faulkner, Gvula Hies, Evtusenko, Laazlo Nagy, lstva"orkeny R^lfo^^^ 

f^uVr.T'/ \" "'^V"' handbooks /en<:yclopef ^s,. dtcrionartes> ^'S- * 
cal/ trade books confirmed the markedly divergent composition of the rWiho 
■ Tr^"^^^ t individual groups >vhich became kpJW earlier /the Aeren^ 
m taste objectx^ed in actual choice /reading and purchas^^'. ^■^^'^^^''"^ 

. * • ■ 

SUMMARY AND PERSPECTIVES " • " 

As we have striven to illustrate It on tfe preceding pages, the actual 
surplus of library users already existed In initial st^ge^ind Mn be accord 
for neither simply by the differences In the sociaUsituatlon, moreover^rbra- 
* r?r rh. T '""P accumulation of sijrpjus - partd^ as a cause. Af- 

ter the partial processing and. interpretation of our data, naturally there will . 
SantUUy. ' '° ^""'^^^ last railge of qu^sf^pns more s^b- 

We have not entertained ardent hopes of th^-^utonomous effect of the 
library at the beginning of our work either, at th^'slme tima Ve haie already 
got^an appropriate number of strong proofs to refute combiete ineffectiveness 
•btil. .et us stray from the point a bit in another direction In conclusion. Wha't 
can cause changes of different nature and measure in leisure activitieTan€ 
lit Ubr^ar;. ^na'rbr^l^^r ^^""'^ " '° Intensive eff\'ct'ot 

Vtiforxnnateif in the co^rso of the first investigation /in 1972/. we 
have not i required about the interviewees - perspectives and objectives IHow- 
ever, ^^e managM to do it in 107/ ^ the following manner,*'? lease tell us in 
short how do you imagine your life after 10 veary?" 

P.r^rr ^ ^'^^ ""^^^ important tendencies of the analysis of the content of in- 
rormal ans^vors to the open-ended question may b^ sununari^ed as follows; 

The noa-user-s wish the significant improvement of living standards 
'.^rif'l'^ '^N^'^.?'' ■^'''V.' the increase of leisure tirr^ aad general human pros- 
peruv ^^.almiievs, i.ar^.onic hie, happiness, etc. m the future; ^ 

A^^hUo the members of the experimentai ^roup - retalnino the fore- 
.:ain^ ^ .;poKe about tninr .aspirations related to'fheir work,; advancement 
.eanung, even academic degrees, and social activity nore frequently. ' 

(eace not the exisr.-nce of perspectives or the lack of them charac/ 
rerize:4 t..e c.nitrast ..etween rhe i vo groups, A more rationaUad resolute/ 
.«.nuornf.le - <..iow'ng greater "achievenuMit motivation", psvcholocically sp4k- 

- anu r.rnuuanuj^ a more clear-cu^ picture of the' future stands opposite 
to a ^^roup v.ac; ^tr-r.rr.s of a beit^r. easier fatuf- without efforts, it more i 
p^s^ive ,T wants to .:ct even le.^s than at present ier us recall the dTta c{ ^ 
the nme budwiet ;^hoo.se| l/e.-^ on a low^r level ami presumably sho/Js less 
'achievement motivation.''^ ' 
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' •• ^ ■. .. olot^icahuivQStlgattons confirmetP many timosi tho vital im- 
..nr>co oi ' .V motivational svstem in apprehending the basis ot personality 
'.n-iiCtuto, liufioultias of amendment as well as the particular nature of 
.'.s levL'lopmSiit which IS linkod with childhdod, 

• ■ .Veil if the "hbrarv" reallv wanta. to be effective, ine.vtlably It must 
,0111 Uiv« ltlte(•.^.'lve childhald factors pf socialUation, -as early as possible, 

• and (or L m.i.w children as possiblo. With this end in vnew much more well- ^ 

oquippod and mgre attt^active children's and school libraries are need«l - 

naSlv m harmoav with the development of the network , !^^,')dergar,ens 

any primarv schools developing and modertu«d more '"''Pl'^^,^ '^an the prespat 

rate II w« want to see vouth and adults actively improve their m^nd d ooac, 

Ifljud^r Jli a high level and be-able to recognt^. the good and the' bad, val- , 

uablo 'iofinitolv , - * 

' » 

Another tmporxint condition of the grafting of achleveirent motiva- 
tion and ith 'spreading bA"t;i^ection" is attachment to per^on^, dlre.ct t^egu- 
lar iritorper.onal relationship with sympathetic, cultured personalities wor- 
ths of imitation, who canUnd will want to mediate? 

Are the huiftan co\ditions of Intensive effect "Fulfilled, are reference 
libraries suitable and prepaffid the mediator's role, which is to plant^afid 
to do«.«»lop iiiotivei^, aims, efforts and stimuli? 

AJpOmONAL STATEMENT " , 

Yov l'.avo perhaps 'also noUced 'thai Ihero .3 one common polr.t 
. if, cnccmm lor,com,hB paycholoB.cal and aoc.oloSical .nveoUgatona. A,.pDy- 
. rhc.loB,c^ ,nv4>BUgat.dn >noa .0 measure '.ho .ntereots. the mpfvn.ion and - 
The >S.4hg..nce dfa person, whxlo a ;,oc.oloa.cai 1nve3.,*.ation..r,o<, to size 
Z BO.*.. ->oc..U pt,c.nnmona. In lacf the san.e thing happens m both^ caoo^^ . 
we ILo a^.4.d snapshot out ol tho changing reality. Snapshots o course 
r^vo h...r ^.^miticanc in arasp.nR roal.ly. U.l a comprehension ol the movo- 
IrnT I..0U. n-oas.ir.;.« d.^-cUun and speed. "wo^Ud be much more mpor- 

° It.e- f«ycholc,4mf.. tagk to Btudy the improvabillty ol the given 
o «c;,-J.v. t^ v.Iy of .us creativity. Now ,h.>-^ocicUogist is f-B,-'"-"^ 
uTe ^^,e wt,;n SI .ns up and trying to dPtoct thes^UtJovements. ,^"0 n^^^-«- 
nLi Zc- ^ra^ped. f r^dictionp may be «lated. As yet, our achievements 
ha e , tu-^loriL value. N:y invesli.W.nn 8o,n« on a1 present tries o cre- 
afo .ti -U . ; nuT, history, and at the some ,imo. .^.dertokes the <^-^^°^ 
• or the mome, ,. T. ,is .„rk has much in comm..,, vMth thai peHom,ed by the 

• ' To convict, mv- p<.p^r. vxe nUK-red n di^gran. drawing lhe.aU 

tcrtuVx to,...o ..n^ie tenc4.cv. Carrv.ng out our survey, we cocUd deiect 
a Itr n.l toru-eru^v towarclTthe r^Mi^^ both in t>»e expenmerUal and Ih.. 
c.M^ V u,,. TTc^mpan^on with the data the Ve-r i^72 the .nte^^^.ewe^ 
ror.irot ^ hiihjw vail e on the news and d6c^t<imert- ploy^ the 

■ 'V ■ Tt'"r?o™:.t 'a:d In^r^eif leisiu-e activities .hey appreciated more tho 

. •• ..adln, ->'^^:'^'-^^-^i-:tr,-,„.. sho^ that the use o< special- 

t,,. ^ -,.rT,» .-^cioc: v-e coiiid or-en hear about un&rtti^ 
;;r:tr:; .H.s"ri:.1: PaptrT or^r- Bs.on.an and OOP coUea^ues also 
• ^ ■ „.n...-n ^ „^,,, , ^ ^peoKmg o, ..the .ong ron.e 

o. ,ec..ves a! perJ.ns .nvostmaU-d. These people, marching <>Jo"«. 

° V T wie^' li.t^n Ic. v.^riois musics, various systems o( ...landan..^. M,«n 
" ,"1/ U '/aiuv^Uale - in a ^ood .en^e- o( ..,e word - me library roaders, 

Te or. ..h^rr, -this or that ifook, or . , chanae their ^,n.-r mu- 

, s4em*of lt,„darfs. tHat 13 we wo.Ud iilfe tc ..ciltica"* the. mo..- 

:;t|.^r ut^ "o,^«. .N..n .v,.h .-.^had is .u.T., e(,...iv.7 T-a. 1. - e qu..t.or. 
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mt^m awn o^dsis^ ' 
d«2a for 1974'^ ^ 
dola for i972 - 




In th» control group * 



poople^s opi^iion |n gmml 
■^^'--^ data Cor 1974 
^^-^ data for 1972 " ' 
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T.L«vaiuai.Qn ol -101^0,0 aclmUco in'tho o^onmonial srcup 



"A** ono*o ovvn opinion* 
' ■ JCT 197 ?i 

^ . defta top 1972 



B" pooplo*o oplnicn 
dQtp tor 1974 

^ data Icr 1972 





„ , I I i eiQure 

-J I 1 1 1 1 1 — \ 1 \ 1 1 * ITactMliGs 

\ gc ^ w gm tg m o rf tv 1 c .eg gs CP h 
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^ . reeding ol c conversation 

now3paporD. eg cinemar-golng 

o excursion (opprt) ga going to aporla 

' ^^\rr^r^ vi reading of UcUcn events 

;„ STto ■ - tezovi Jen v^o^ns cp c^P^^^ 

AlktUa Nagy: InvooUgatlcn ol offecUvencoo in a Ubrary (Fig. 3.) 
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The evQiuaUons of leiaum acttWU*. In^ the cqrtrol groi4> 

"A" on^'s own opinion 
* ' €latQ (or 1974 

—I data lor 1972 ^ 
"B- p*opl«'» opinion 
—I data (or 1974 

data lor 1972 * 

> r ^ * 
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' ' Hno arts 
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rp readihg ol profes- 
sional^ lit. 
w walking * 
gm going to museums^ 



tg 
m 



theati^goi/ig X ii»tenlng,in ' 

reading of c conversaUon 
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G >JCCur3ion (sport) ^ g» going to Vpoits 

rt reading of fiction ^ events 

tv . television viewing cp card- playing 

• •» h handicrafts 



Attila Nagy: InvesUgaUon of off ectiv onass in a ^ library (Pig. .4.) 
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ON THE ACTIVITIES OF CENTRAL LrBRARIES 
WORKING WIT fflN VILLAGE ASSOCTATIONS 

THE CREATION OF VILLAGE ASSOCIATIONS AND THE WORK 
OF CIE'NTRAL LIBRARIES WITHIN THE \aLLAGE ASSOCIATIONS 



TME ESTABLISHMENT OF \aLLAGE ASSOCIATIONS 
AND AIMS 



DEVELOPMENT 



. In order to^ be In a position to accomplish the essential task set by, 
o Sth Congress of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany one rteeds a highly 
vMopeU and intensive socialist agriculture which 

- produces with industrial methcftis, 

- ensures the stable supply of the population and on 
iprovemcnt of the, quality of life, ^ » 

^ promotes a planned and proportional development' of economy. 

The differences betv/een urban and rural areas are gra^rfually com-^ 
pcnsatcd by means of the increasing degree of socialization and/the change In 
the ijuality of work. Also the class and social relations, the conditions of 
ok/'ork and life and the creative development of the personality 4re also urider- 
v'Oing changes, 

/ The achievement of that aim will be a complicated and lasting histor- 
ical process. The se^t tasks cannot be accomplished within the existing struc- 
ture of towns and villages in consideration of their possibilities. In 1972 
'I crc were S.777 towns and villages in the G.D.R. 85 percent of them has less 
• iar\ J.tX")0 inhabitants and 30 percent less than 500 inl\abitants . These facts , 
vT.iphai^i^o the necessity of enforcing the establishment of village associations, 
important decisions have been made and the legal foundation has been laid by 
T;»o party and the n^overment. i 

^'^ILiae associations represent a mode of socialist team work that 
coKipriscs allTields of social life. Towns and villages which retayi their juris- 
ictt^ial autonomy work together on the basis (jf their local representations, 
; establishment is carried out on a voluntary basis.. In order to organize 
i.\d cooi\l mate. their work, the representations of the'towns and villages set 
Ap a council of the village associations which is functioning as a collective or- 
^an, responsible to the local representations. At the end of December, 1973, 
t>;erc existed already 24^ v^lage associations in the rural regions of the 
G.D,R. With nearly 1,8 million inhabitants they comprise 21 percent of the ^ 
town and villages. This process is going on at a different rarte, of course. - 
Consequently we have a fairly differentiated image of the developmental stages, 
which comprises the already existing village associations of model quality to 
those ohly starting development. 
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DEVELOf MENT OF CENTR/ 
AS SOCIATION S v- =• i 



LIBRARIES WITHIN VILLAGE 



years si^c^^&l^JT.Ve io'^tiTjM ^'''^ J"^" '^^-'3' '--I- 
are profesLnally ta^aged U^^^ °^ countryside. They 

rraffirt-l^^^^^^ , 

sltated the anriysi; of thnSrttSrnf th^ associations /VA/ neces- 

The main points in this connection were 

and mteUe-ciia&tral re'loprnt'^^tX'thT'vT^ °^ PoHt.ca., eco^c.c 

ciencv of 'the cI^?^^^a^^ ^''^ '"^'^"^^ °^ and to raise the effl- 

lyTnl^qt^t'at'ively ZiZ':.^' '""^ '^'^f^ °^ a quantuftte- 

.othods o/^^t^uJ^a^^^^^^^ - - 



Centres. 



— "*w^caoc cue nnanciai means^ 

- to examine the sites of CLs and to locate them in the social 



2. POSSIBILITIES FOR INVESTK} 
THE USERS DEMANDS FOR 
IN VILLAGE 



ASSOCIATIONS 



2.1. FUNDAMENTAL NOTES ON THE RE 
LIBRARIES IN VILLAGE ASSOCIATION^ 



ATIONS INTO MEETING 
CENTRA! LIBRARIES WORKING 



i>EARCH ACTIVITY OF PUBLIC 



felt Thev nt^'^f'^^^ occurring in the countryside are extremely stronaly 

reit. ihey are also a very interesting field .-i.-. . i =»«-rongiy 

area s . 

~5 J^"LS l^'loPr" °f "l-^^ "e.. „d the psopl. 

- Not only the unfulftlled requests have to be included but ^Un th« 
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of our institutions, in particular those inhabitants injlxe villa ge associations 
who are actively participating in the social development within the village 
association by their work and their achievement. In this respect it is of rel- 
evance to make comparisons between the proportion of users and non-users 
of public libraries. 

. 2 2 CARRYING OUT A TEST INVESTIGATION IN, CENTRAL LIBRARIES 
AS PREPARATORY WORK FOR A FUTURE ^JVlAJOR INVESTIGATION 

The test investigation was carried out during a period, then immediate ^ 
preparations for the communal elections were taking place in the G.D.R. , 
i.e. during a time of Increased political activity, public accounts and meet- 
ings. It seemed suitable to discuss the work of the CLs as well. The local 
activity of the CL was of primary interest. 7 CLs were chosen in places of 
different size and structure with populations between 600 and 6.000. Such 
places are in question where industrial forms of production have already 
been introduced and social life oriented at progressive alms. All the CLs 
were professionally managed. Their resujlts can be positively evaluated. 
The head librarians belong to those who do atfitive social work and have a 
mind open to the set of problems connected >vith village associations ., -The 
users of the CLs are the. following: averagely 600 to 800, about 45 percent - 
children, 17 percent young people and 39 percent adults above the ag« of 
18. The proportion of the CL users to the total number of the population on 
th^ average is about 38 percent. Thet-e is a comprehensive and Retailed /ac- 
tual material about the chosen places, elaborated in cooperation with the 
local councils. 

Our project - interviews with users and non-users of CLs - was aimed ' 
at supplementing and evaluating the result frdm the librarian's point of 
view. * » 

» 

3 RESULTS OF THE INTERVIEWS WITH U3ERS AND 
NON-USERS OF THE CENTRAL LIBRARIES 

3.W AIMS AND STARTING-POINTS 

Starting from the present state of the CL in the VA and from conditions 
and perspectives, we wanted to get insight into the relationship between lit- 
erature and library use. The means and ways to occupy with readying ,j, the 
motivations that lead to occupation with literature and the pc5sslbilitles of 
acquiring literature in th^ countryside had to be brought to light, ^^e^ldes 
the personal data of the users also their ^reasons for not using libraries had 
to be recorded. Moreover the evaltiatlon of library work by users had to be 
foimd out. Interviews, individual talks \vith users and non-susers of the CLs 
were used. The non-users had to be argued to library use as far as possl=_^ 
ble. The heads of the CLs functioned as interviewers. < , f ^ 

^ questionnaire had be^ worked but in order to have a model for the 
interviews and to ensure uniform principles of interpretation. The record 
list had to be precisely filled in at THE END OF THE INTERVIEW /cf 
supplement/. Duri^ the talks notes could be made. 
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summarized remarks: Toikrwere h^iH ^rh persohs here are some 

persons '..^^^"^K ^^re held with 577 apprentices and professional 

L'sars of CLs * '' ' • -,^v, 

Non- users . 

in agriculture, food indust^; and forest'^-v^ ^°^\°'^^^ "?X who work 

sentative cross-section nf n!,n^n,H ^* * obtained a repre- 

vision, service oubUc hl^^lf 1'°''' ^'S' 'national education, trade, pro- 
force s^^e^T^epV^'^t ed 

cent^, H"«i»^^y /D.:? percent, pertent., 3,4. per- 

per;o^^^^M^SE^th^^ghe1t5^^f^r^ "'a""'- ' 
^ p74T/:s'^:^,Xd-rrkt^^^^^^^ 

examination of a'voc^uonil s::ht^V?ofc?;e'^^^ 

co^n^ed educat\i'^."w"th th'stnd '"^'^^'^8 ''^ °f 

academies of mdus^;ial firms .^""""^ ^f*^""^ ^""^ ■"^'^^ by the 

and the like Besides thesTconX«rnl^^ cooperatives, agricultural schools 
tions and cUsses"of"^h^prrtvTeTaKro™^ P^^"^^'^' ^^-.^ 

ON THE EDUCATIONAL PROCESS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE 

labour and cooperation with research libraries is necessary. "^"^^^^^^ °f 

^•^ ^^aIt^i ol^AtP^ P^"^ PROFESSIONAL EDUCATION 
/PART 3 OF THE QUESTIONNAIRE/' ^ ' iwin ^ 



as well as non«-professional reasons. Textbook, materials for extramural 
studies and pamphlets are made available besides, 
• During the IntervieAHfS 

Total Cl-users don-users of €Ls 

55.y p.c. • b3,y p.c, 4b,y p,c, 

expressed dfemands for literature with a view to education, continued educa- 
tion and profession /more than one purpose was pbssible/ , 

. The distribution of this amount is tke following: , 

' Total . CL-users non-users of CLs 
/Peroefttage/ 



professional education . 16,8 11. '5 11,6 

continued education 12,7 15.5 9.5 

study 4.3 6,2 2,2 

professional work 31.5 36,1 26.5. 

T*he profession leameeL and followed in reality were fixed in order 
to supplement this complex. We refrained from grouping them into a quanti- 
tative order. The survey showed that In general the questioned persons fol- 
lowed their learned professions. Only a tenden(;y to further qxiallfiQ^tion or 
taldng of a more resi)onsible position we^ observed in a proportion of the 
interview partners, 

3,4. ON THE DEMANDS FOR GEINERAL EDUCATION AND SPARE TIME 
PLANNING 

Individual Inclinations, talents and efforts are expressed not only in 
professional activity. They h^ve also other aspects in the field outside the 
professional sphere which we calL somewhat incorrectly "spare time sphere"^. 
For this very reason spare time is also utilized for theodis charge of neces- 
sary and life-ensuring duties as well as to gain substantial experiences of 
many types. The wish for participation in the complexity of intellectual and 
cultural life becomes evident through it. For that reason. In the interview 
television was often referred to, since it plays a tremendous role especial- 
ly for the rural population a3 it confers popular knowledge and fine arts in a 
manifold manner. , 

P^rt 5 of the .questionnaire Inqiilres about su^ purposes of the use 
of literature which are In the first place related to spare- time occupations 
and therefore the immediate object of the individual's free decision in a 
higher degree, 90,2 percent of the interview partners use^literature tor en- 
tertainment and relaxation purposes as well as for occupation In definite ^ 
fields of Interest and for Instruction and guidance in the domestic sphere, 
Non- fiction has priority in that case. The porticm of CL-users who read for 
leisure time purposes even amounts to 98.6 percent. 

Part 5,1, deals primarily with- the reading of fiction and suggests 
a closer relationsiiip and more tfitensive reception of imaginative literature 
by ''CL-users, The pleasure foui;id In the readiixg of fiction is often related 
to thj^ artistic treatment, which can be found in other geni;es of fine arts as 
» wel!u Special investigations ought to be made on this subject in order to 
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reveal more than the existing few data. The high proportion of reading in 
leisure time can be evaluated positively for the countryside. 



With regard to work with fiction, the further development of receptive 
abilities will have to be emphasized. The transmission of the Foiowledge in 
literature an<f literary history should be th'^ next step. 

3.5 RESULTS OF THE. ACQUISITION OF LITERATURE . ' C 

Let us seh the initial question put at the beginning of the c6nversacion; 
>Wliat do you read : Newspapers Journals Books 

'. Percentage 

Total number ' 9571 TTTT ' B2.0 

CL-users 94.4 83.3 96.6 

Non-users of CL ' 96.4 . 73.1 65.1^ 

These figures express a keen Interest in the occupation with literature. Cdn- 
sequently the question arises: Wliere do the Inliabitants get information on 
published literature and acquire this Information from? After all the 87.3 per- 
cent of those who are' informed is a fairly high 'proportion. Divided into CL- 
users /97 percent/ and non-users of CL /7o,l percent/ the fact that CL- 
users can take much advantage of their contact with the library and show more 
interest is otice more confirmed, e.g. 51.3 percent CL-users and 9.5 per- 
cent non-useirs of C^L. In the order of sources mass media take the lead - 
press, radlb and television accoimt for 51»8 percent, followed by book trade 
with 33.6 peircent and finally libraries and information centres with 31.4 per- 
cent. The role of individual conversations is considerable, amoxinting to 
27.2 percent. < 

The question must be seen against this background, in which the pop- 
ulation in the VA is supplied with literature. Let us examine this process at 
first without the cooperation of libraries . Do they buy literature or borrow 
* it from friends ^d colleagues? WTiat about the possibilities of purchase? Most 
of tlie CLs have taken over the sale of literature on the] basis of contracts en- 
tered Into with the national book trade. The range of titles and the actuality 
of the book supply are insufficient- alike in the rural bookshops. 76 percent , 
of the questioned persons replied that they bought books. 
The survey of the acquisition by means of purchase and loans from private 
persons is based on part 8 of the questionnaire. ; 

Total n\miber CL-users Non-users 
Percentage ' 



8.1 by loans from friends and 

colleagues ♦ 27.0 28.8 25. 1 

8.2 by purchase 65.5 73.5 56.7 
' - at the dwelling place 17.9 23.5 11.6 

^ J- at the neighbouring town 38.6 44.5 32.4 

- mail-order book trade 13.2 13.5 12.7 

The possibilities of the supply of libraries have been neglected tempora- • 
rily hitherto. The-shares are different in individual places. It is typical again 
here that CL-users are keener buyers of books. Thus their share is consid- 
erably high. A similar proportion can be observed in the acquisition of jour- 
nals. The assortment of the periodical stock in a CL ought to be enlarged. As 
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to the supply of daily newspapers, subscrtptions "unquestionably take the lead 
la that respect the use of librari es other than CLs l..<r not be left out o 
consideration. We have already referred to the fact that 55. 1 per cent of the 
TA'Z^rri''T°''' Nearly all of them used the CLs.^ 

According to the structure of the territory, some of them also visited the 
village library. Partly also the regional ifb'rary, i.e. librarTes be ongin| to 
the etwork of public librar es, the mos\, important aoirrces of the acquislt on 
of literature in this regional framework. >.H'"='^^iou 

MBRARIES^^ EVALUATION 3f THE WORK OF CENTRAL 

"» . • ■ 

' •vv/u J Pi.'i^lly the following question was put to the non-users of the CLs- 
\Vhy don't you use the CL?" 90 percent of the questioned persons replied' 
, ;o the question while 9. 8 percent- did not give reasons. repuea 

A literal reproduction of the texts is not possible here, 'we had to 
.orm groups In summary, the following main reasons can be mentioned- 
private book .collections , lack of time, of Interest In library use? long dls- 

P i'nP^fect information on the CL, "co- 

tcaders with family members registered as users. 

ON ADVERTISING LIBRARY USE. ' . ^ 

i 

/1Q r.°l^^^, 275>on-users of CL 109 would be won as library users 

/ jy.b percent of the- interview partners/. ^ " 

The users were Invited t c/' express their opini on of the library how 
they evaluated the ^L>s work. As a l^Fe, the u^e^S rated the prVsenl's tate 
futurpt^rni°P!?^''V°.^'''\^t. '^'^ ^'^i'''' their demands on the GL to 
nosThn f /""p"- ^^°''<^^ P°^* °^ °^Sht to be desirable. Lacking 

possibilities of comparison with the work of other libraries, uncertainties In 
the evaluation of the services, lacking critical reflection lead to satisfaction 
Z the'seven'rT us see the opinions of cuestioned ' eaders 

^-oij^the seven CLs. 51.3 percent spoke of regular use, 48.7 percent only of 

The jLsers' pplnlon of the CLs stock; Opinions of the'servir p-. 

/Fei'centage/ ; — 

12.1 Praise 11.9 26^,5 

Satisfaction 65.6 •■ 59*2 

i Restraint 16.2 " 4. 0 ' 

No ans\«jer 6.3 10.' 3 

l^Zl^r also connecting lines wit'h part 4. In thls.case fhe interyiew 
ne^essarv^'fo^tW ^^^^ ''^"'^ literature respe'ctively fields Important and " 
necessary for them. 353 persons expressed concrete demands. In particular 
X^^r^ belonging to the groups of agricultural technology, ;ut3M f ' 
1 ve?^ gl^eral ^0°^"" "^^^ ^^'^^ fictlonTere.eTpressSd in • 
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O^nously, the opening hWs of the CLs just meet the reWrementa at pre- ' ; 

Praise- 6.3 percent " V'- ' 

Satisfaction 78.5 " - h • • \ 

Restraint 2.3 -". ' ) 

. ^. RESULTS AMD PONCLI^IONSFOR FURTHER RESEARCH 
municatlve impartial and <jpen:minded ^ ^«%^ew partners was com- 

preSlll. \ ■ ^^''^^'^i^ '^^^ ^^^^^ by fundamental theoretical 



premises. 

We start fro 



use whS re^s^Ut^frr^.n/t'^i^''^','^^'"^'^'" "^'^^ literature and Ubrary 

demands. The^L pSpTes holdTooT^/n fV^^^ satisfying the . 

a question of SDeciflliytHT^ JIT' ^ 5" smallest institutton. It is 

orga^zatton of^liC^^^^^ °^ !^,^P^.8 contents and the 

by^t^inSuaf ' extent and level demands are satisfied 



\ 
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AubmONAL STATEMENT 
. o.r .nve.UBat.ons on Ubr^ry ^^l^'^'l^f^^.^'^JJ^^^tJ"^^ 

b ':.prU?re-:^\-n; s^rns^^-ns to .c...n.e. 
the needs .of. the luture^ ^^^a^^ted. conversations with Ubrarians. vvho know 
• I ^e had conversaUon with students, too. My paper con- 

oTorX^J^eA.. we made ciear that iots ci needs con- 
cemina library use must be. sevUsfied. 
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MARUNIAK^^ Peter and coUectlve 



SOME RESULTS OF THE. RESEARCH 
INTO READER NEEDS IN SLOVAKIA 

•^SlJlew// ^^^^8-tt,ons carried but in the 



, earned L'T. '^KZ^K^.f^ t^l 1^^^"^^ °^ ^^^^^ 

^^Sicl^^l *t*^^ gi^g account of these stirveya of all- 

culturally WsSev;^^ ^TofcTc^^'JTl''''^^ ^fl^" etcnoSly^iid 
Arra, where alib the ^Uagelrtvf if 1\t^?Ii?^^' ^ 
v^lthm Slovakia itself. ThefeforeThe i^nS^ r S "'"^ backward ev^n 

most marked exactly herrXdi is co^W^i^^L^i T^^ social" changes was 
by the research into reld^r neSs ^°'^°f^^'^^ by the results yielded 

Uonst.o„.in'?ue^s^irstn!^rU^^^ 

tics of th\^ XgrS'. '^'^^^^^ -d'den^ogrirhlSf^^^iterls- 

b/ the Ubrary of the village Krivd, * ' - 

c/ reader needs tti the village Kriva.- , ' 



»RT^DESCRIPTION OF THE 'VILLAGE - * 

dltlohs of culture t.i^ w^"* t° disadvantageous con-' 

tjr.^ras the puiUc library; mstitution provided vrtth funds for its own activi- 
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» Through 1961-66 the book Stock of the loj^al public library improved as 
for It 3 quaiitity and quality alike. In 1967 the local public library became a 
branch ©f ihe Central Library of Podbtel, * < ♦ , 



RFADERS IN THE LOCAL PUBLIC LIBRARY OF THE • , 
VILLAGE ^I^IVA: 

In i960 there were 1-13 enrolled readers /22 percent of t^he total popula- 
tion/, 62 of whom were under the age of 1-^., In 1*970 there were 127 recorded 
readers ^77 of them uader 15/. This relative decrease is k) a certain extent 
explained by some Interesting factors related to the use of the library, dis- 
^coVered by the investigation repeated in 1970: -* , 

jr out of 90 respondents only 15 persons visited the library, l.e^ 16,6 
porctnt, ' • . 

- 30 respondents /33.3 percent/ replied that some member of the family 
usually children or brothers and sisters/*went to the local public library 

and took books honje to be read by the other family members, 

. "» - 9 respondents /lO.O percent/ borrowed •l;)ooks from some other libca- 

- 20 responc^etits /22.2 percent/ read only their own books, 

- 9Vespt)ndents /10,0 percent/, bdrrowed books from their acquaintances 

- 7 respondents /7.7 percent/ gave other reasons for riot going to the 
library, e.g. lack of time, etc., - , ^ 

Both surveys confirmed that youth under 15 constituted. the most signif- 
icant group of readers in the village Krivd, ' 

the majority of male readers changed in favour of female ,reader*i^. In 
i960 there were 55 males and 26 m^Les, in 1970, however, K males and 10 
females. ^.^^^ , ^ 

Accordihg to occupation, in I960 most readers were workers /28/. and 
•agricultural workers /26/, 15 employees and 12 other. The number of agri- 
cultural worker^ and workers betwee^n 1963 and 1969 was abput equal. There 
were less employees; which is explained by the fact that their majority hdd 
secondary qualifications and owned theiV own libraries. ^ / 



LOANS IM THE LIBRARY 

Loans and the attendance of libraries in the country is to a certain ex- 
t^t connected with seasons and agricultural works. This holds good of the 
vWlage Kriva, too. In April there is a decrease which ends only in October. 
Contrarily, the^ most intensive activity is observable from November to ' 
^arch; The fact discovered in 196l-o2, i.e.^that the workers of the^c;ooper- 
atives had more time for reading even during the summer months after thb - 
establishment of the Uniform Agriculturat Cooperative was valid in 1970^ too, 
even though the number of loans , fluctuates to a considerable extent this 
time, according to agricultural works in each month. 

In 1961 there were 22.^ books /loans /'per reader 75 . 0 per inhabitant/.. 
In 1970 there were 20.6 loans per reader /3.8 per inhabitant/. The recorded 



data clearly show-certain decrease as against I960; However, this^decrease 
does by no means show that less is read in the village Knvd ^ter 10 ye?^^^^ 



rnll^^l with reading So^rcuTzenT^^^^ 

rlL hi^^^ ^^'^ central or district Ubraiy/. Also the stock of private llbrl 
ries has grown. E.g the survey of 1970 showed that out of 90 respondenrs 

ffii^rpuLi" ^'^^ ^^pp^^^ ^^^^^--^ ^o^s l: 



PRIVATE LIBRARIES IN THE VILLAGE KRIVA 

whirh rr^^^ /.both 1561/62 and 1970/ were directed at private Ubraries 
which have become significant sources of literature in recent times from the 
vlewppint of the new acquisitions for owners of private libraries and other 
^tizens alike while In 1961 there were 15 books per inhabitant under sur. 
vey /173 inj^ll/, m 1970 there were 53 books /llO inhabitiits/. The sud- 
plementary data on private libraries in 1^62/69 showed that respondents 
bought more and more books year by yedr. Thus, in 1962,23 out of 65 fami- 
lies that possessed libraries /38.3 percent/ did not buy a single copy. On 
nmh?ncf''Q.^''r ' 196^ there were pnly 9 famiUes /15.0 percent/ that bought* 
nothing. Six families /lO.O percent/ that bought 6-10 books in 1962 in- 
crS^ased their purchases to 13 books in 1968 /21.7 percent/. In 1962 there 
was not a single family that Uought 16^20 books, while in 1969 there were 
three fudi families. This upward tendency is not reflected by the Increased 
-Tiif^ M only but alsb the yearly increasing funds the readers are 

A-'°9r?^'^'^ ^^^^ ^ 19^2 11 famiUes bought books to the 

' J if u u ?' ^ ^^^^^ such famiUes. In 1962 one fami- 

ly bought books to the tune of K£s 15-200 there was no such family in 1969 
on the other hand there were already five families in 1969 that bought books. 

The increased interest shown in books in the Village Krivd is more ex- 
pressly shown by the summarized sums spent by 60 households on books in 
each year: from 1953 to 1961 this sum amounted to K2s 9.789. while in 196^ 
during a single year, this sum amounted to Kcs 8.935. ' 

Having come to the end of this part, we may condude that quantitative 
and qualitative increase during the past ten years is most dearly shbwn by 
the private libi^aries of Kriva. They became significant factors of the read- 
ers interests and .this is shown- not only by the use of several libraries but 
also by the attention shown to new publications and the lending of books to 
relatives. The Hviezdpsl^v Library is very popular even now, moreover the 
number of the members of the Association of the Friends of the Beautiful 
Books /SPKK/ has increased. 

As for the types of books, fiction is predominant in private libraries. In se- 
lection the taste of the^ possessors of private libraries and the need's of youth 
are dominant*. - - 

Professional literature is represented to a less extent in private libraries. 
Here we mean agricultural and technical literature in the first place. The in- 
vestigation:^ of the private libraries in ^^0^ in 1961-1970 let us evaluate 
positiveljr the activity of the reading pppula^^n and the results of this testify 
that the level of culture has been raised along the lines of reader needs. 
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REa'dER NEEDS INK KRIVA 

^ ' . ' y ^ " • ' 

Sigriiflcant value is attributed to the research Into reader nseeds In* 
Slovakia. This kind of resear9h lets us know the following: 

a/ an important part of the culture and standard of living of our 
people, the style of living and development of th« citizens, 

b/ the situation of reader needs In domplex mass Qulture at present 
as well a's in society %nd other Interactions and their constituents 

c/ the development of reader needs dependent on age and In the.de- 
velopment of the human psyche, a,s a function of the structure of activity /class 
and social structure/ dependent on geographical and demographlcal factors 
whicMenable us to improve the education of'sotiety. 

In the repeated survey - reader needs - In 1970 It was our presup^/ 
position that the general development of Krivd in'the recent 10 years has In- 
fluenced also the reading needs of ^e population. Th^^pr^supposltion was 
based vipon'ihe aim to expand readers. Interests and to Improve growth. Also 
(he increase of tJie stock of public and private libraries, the frequency as 
well as the content of loans entitled us to this working hypothesis,. 



. THE DEVELOPMENT OF READER NEEDS IN KRIVA 

\ f 

In the research into reader's Interests we attach great Importance 
to find, out the typ^s of 'literature In which the respondents' at:e most keenly • 
lntcro^tcd,^or. the types they preferired respectively In 1961/62 and 1970, In 
both cases U was found out that there was great Interest shown In novels. The 
respondents In 1970 appreciated the social and historical n<5?vels most. They 
appreciated adventure stories less /they were second In the order of evalua- 
*tlda/. Data yielded by repeated, investlaatlons furthei; showed that the popu- 
larity of novels Kas' grown as agal^ist 19ol-62. The threfe kinds of novel on 
the tist wer.e preferf-ed by 90^percent of the respondents a's against the 78 
percent of the first investigation. The case of the crime story was somewhat 
surprising for we had supposed that Its popularity would be among the first 
three types /it was ranged seventh by the responde'ht.s in 1970/, This. fact as 
well as the finding that adventure story was placed second testified higher* de- 
mands on the part of the readers. The relative great interest shown in the 
reading of professional literature is. a significant indicator of th-e level of 
reader Interests. /20 percent in 1961/62 an4 17 . 20 percent in 1970./, which 
shows greater Interest In self- education. This tendency may be regarded as 
a uery positive phenomenon in our society, . y 

We can draw positive cojiclusions from tbe date on the reading of 
Jreligious literature. The survey of 1961/62 showed that 32,4 percent of the 
respondents read this type of literature while by 1970 their proportion was on 
ly 9, Ipercent, tf we are aware of the fact that Krivd may be ranged among 
traditional and strongly religious villages, this reduction may be regarded as 
a success brought about by the sdiool and also the local pubjlc library has 
played an important part in it. The most marked reduction of interest in reli- 
gious. literature was observable among young^pedple ages 15-20 and 21-25 
aftd. further age groups between 25 and 30 according to the data of the ^rvey 
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Interest in poetry showf Ke H^r^nl'w^"'-^^ pensioners belong. 

Even reduction ma'y be ^ser^ed fn comna^tn''T"l'«^''°""' sufficient. 
13 percent In igGl'^^o 3^6 percent in ?S?0/ Xs^ '"^r// °^ ^2^^^^^ 
are serious gaps in rel^ers^ in J ' n "^l'* Indicate that there , 

^ poetry during the ^asffo ylars rh ' K T^r"! "^^"^ directed at 

1970 ie may conclude that^he ran^e of lit™ '''^ "^'t °^ "'^^^ ^ ■ 
tion of Krlvi.is rather limited. ^ literary genres known to the popula- 

teii us ^fu4°^^\fth:'Ih^^:;e^"r^e^^:r.;^ p^p^^ant, 

tion give us a highly^colouL/pT.^'^^f ^L^r^^. ?avou^tVSrors^^""«'*- 
Jian ^^rft!:^i^S^^r^-^^ 

er^lur- is ^^i^i^^^: J^r:^sl-^^^^^ - °°"Kt: 

wicz/ Dickens and M Sholokhov wt^A Tolstoy, L.N. Tolstoy, H. Sienkie- 
favourite / 10 respondents? TWk ^ 7 Niznansky was rhe most 

there wa'^no'contemto^a'rv" SloT^^^ '"'^^ '"T"'* ^""""S ^-'hcrs ■ 
part of more educalied readers " ""^"^nzKy and May on the 

respond Jntl Z77Jj'J^^'°^^?'^c^^'^ Presupposition that a number of 
the ^surtev tafcar^edlut ' 17"^^^ ^" stilf before 

and expandi,rthtsTotfori; lefir^t sf„5;ic"a°nc°e" 1 "'^T^^ T"""'" ' 

uui u ne gets the book by a certain authoF by chance //inH rh*. t^^rrT ^ 
deliberate V emphasized/ AnH itQ **fF^!.. cnance ./and the term chance is 

y Tho majority of responJenn ,aid the la.t book they *,d reed 



.:"f.l°^h;^ho.t"^^ir.t\iVe-'thV.in^^^^^ 
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rest /about 10 percent/ bought books only very rarely. It was also sho>vTi 
that there ts a remarkable harmony between the book bought and read for the^ 
last time, this harmony was greater than that between the favourite author 
favourite book and the book read for the last time. ^ 

I - \ , 

Most respondents bought Tarzan by Burroughs for the last time 
• 7 The next titles were placed second: Beautiful Hedvlg by Nlznansky. 
Golden ducats in Chocs by Habovstlak and Rebeka by Mauriac lU respondents 



TREADING MOTIVES OF INDIVIDUAL TYPES OF 
LITERATURE 

One*of the working hypotheses of the survey' In 1970 was the fol- 
lowing age plaved a decisive rC>le in arising Interest In reading adventure lit- 
erature. However, the character of this relation is clearly general. We may 
trace it alreadv in the first survey /in 1961/62V. Young people in the first 
age category /'until 25/ showed greatest Interest In reading, adventure litera- 
ture - their propoHlon was 68 percent. In the repeated survey In 1970 31,85 
percent of the respondents /ages 15-20 and 21-25/ showed Interest in read- 
ing adventure literature while only some of them showed Interest in further 
literary genres. It is obvious that while In the first age group /ages 15-20/ 
also social and historical novels were preferred, In the second age group 
/ages 21-25/ Interest shown in Individual literary genres was much more bal 
anced. These young people showed similar Interest In social .^d hls^rlcal 
novels, cri-me stories and travelogues. This fact, confirms the atfferentlatlon 
of readers* Interests in different age groups of youth, possibly the influence 
of age on the preference for certain literary genres. 

In the survey In 1970 It was presupposed that also the number of 
average books read grew proportionately to the level of education. The con- 
firmed data are the following: 

- 68 respondents with primary qualifications read average ly 1126 
books a year. I.e. the avdrage is 16 books per respondent, 

- 19 respondents with professional qualifications /without secon- 
dary school final examinations/ read a^jieragely 355 books a year. I.e. the 
average is 18 books per respondents >' * . 

- 21 respondents with secondary- school leaving certificates read 
averagely 908 books a yeir, i.e. the average >ls L3 books per respondent, , 

- 2 respondents with higher qualifications read averagely 150 book 
a year, i.e. the average is 75 books per respondents. 

The majority of respondents, said that readmg was primarily recre 
ation for them IL\ respondents/. Tor the n^xt group reading meant the acqul 
sltion of new knowledge /37/. Emotional experience, solace and satisfaction 
/settling/ were given as purposes of reading by 15 respondents. Five per- 
sons regarded reading as an essential of life, for two it was educative ex- 
amples and 7 respondents Ng/s re' unable to give reasdrts. 

^Finally, ye may conclude that the repeated investigation of read- 
ers* interests in Kriva-in 1970 essentially confrrraed the presupposition; 
readers* interests w^re.improved and expanded during the past 10 years. 
Comparisons /if possible at all/ between the two surveys / 1961/6 2 and 
1970/ did not favour tne repeated survey/ We are dissatisfied with certain 
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In^cators. We may quote as examples the quaUty of titerarir taste, the In- 
^ftcient Interest shovm In poetry, contemporary Czechoslbvakian vorks. 
new literary genres, etfc. On the othor hand, as far as Ut^ary taste Is 
concerned^ the prominence of certain literary genres vas /sattsfactory but 
the list or the authors waa not. v ' / 

Thcj titles selected by the respondents show that those authors and 
worlw) are popular which do not require Uterary-artlstlc jSmbiUona, mainly 
shown by the repeated survey In 1970. but this caused sotoe disappointment. 
These facts Indicate that there Is still a lot to do In the fteld of the readers' 
education. - • i . ^ 



ADDrriONAli STATEMENT 



Lder: 

r 



Our ourvvy in Krlva villogo leaAmd tan ymarm _ _ _ 

eoUjnJg tho changes In (he roodors' intorc^t*. A plra^ mcpwitnci^ wosq 
to dniod a posiUw chongo in Ihoir Utvrary mJtM In voXueLbl* UUr- 

Qtur9 grw, Ihat^ In r«Ug|ou» wcrka cUminUhttd. (JTvom p««:ifiX lo 9.1 

percent*). A 

In another wofk w« conduct^id Invvstlgatlcra ecsmming th« 
oourcos of. popular eclGnUflo booica, and m mado cmlatn tM ihm pubUc 
library was by no ttmonm tho most Important source, 6a tl not eJoiQ 

to aotlftfy all the demands. 
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THE SOCIAL ROLE OF THE LIBRARY 
IN FORMING THE REAPERS INQUIRIES 



It our rcmccptlon that tod/iy'a pubUc Ubrary must be a leading 

Uh£^d 5ull^^««9«ltatIon and Informtton centres. 

In tackling the T)roblem we are supported 1^ *^''/"*»'"5fj*^,.^- 

Library uso Is tafluenced by the readers' 'aodat positton In the 
community. 

Tho higher the educatton the^eater the J^^^*^j;f^^*- t- 

Younger genoratlSn la predominant amfcg raiders. Jhe Pec^le vho pub 
llTuErarie. and those who do not hxive ^^l^f^ »P"4^\^?^1^^^^^^ of 

S-el^eTon the contrary, they are even more frequently used. 
* K Veaklmagl. Rahvaraamatukogude kasutajaskond Ja selle 

■ dt".'^" -SIS'- ■ 
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population might prognosticate a larger reaHing clientele for nuhu^ hk- ^ 

hr/rrHou WitU tk« ' / . li si piace in their relations to learned U- 
any uiKjore.timaiion of iKe of the Ubr«rt»„ a i.„'h,„„ i ""^ »°' »"■> 

.ofu,„;f„Y^st/a-".l!^ 

b^eA led toT, r^n" "h^ J^"^ '^^^ ^^-^^'i^ '^^^ thVreadrr has 

. . independent choice pf books, in most cases through the use of 

H,^ t?H^^ -"'u'"'''' a lending discussion. It appeared thft 

the reader's initial ,^ish to borrow/ only one book is by no means decisive 

Wrsu^i:e"d'*th'at^:heV'e%?P'^"T^'^ '"^^ wTtrseveral'Lolks . 

h. . there IS a rather greqt number of readers who, provoked . 

by the novelty, want to borrow only new books. Librarians consciouf laid 
stress on the recommen-dation of earlier publications in consideration of t(K 
M?. ; The results turned out in favour 6f the earlier publi^! " 

ions. A most. interesting excerpt from a librarian's analysis reads a" foU 

ear ilr n Ihr^T" ^""""f "^'^^ interested in, he can easily be R an ' 

earlier publication on the same .subject or by the same author. " ^ 

r'r.p/'^ 'secoLd stage of the experi^nent the stress was laid on the connect 
h/" °^^,^f^r^"'^l''e'-'>'-y genres, the recommendation of earlier fiction-ind 
he reading ot poetry and dramatic literature. The readers, were recommended 
to read publications of older literature. Beside the classics x their aaentton t 
N^ds ca led to writers of the older generation ^vhose works a^eVead not so 
..otten. In tlje experimental group. 3^ percent and in the chec^ grS^ 27 percent ' 
read older Estonian literature. In the experimental group there^^a more 
people who read poems than in the check group, i.e. 13 percent and^Tper 

fn thJ'.r.'''"''-'',-'' P^"^"f,">^ °^ youth with fecondai^ ed^^t^o^ 

n?,nn ^,7.^"'^'^"''»UroJ:p /IS percent in the check grojip/ and 29plrSof 
eZ^/r/v P"""^'"' the check group/. 18 percent If the readers^ hfc 
education were m erested in poetry. Thus, readers of poetry were mainlv 
young and more educated library users. Still the reading of poefi^ l^veS^ 
□er e'nt ofl' ^^^^-^^ries under survev. Dramatic llterf turl was'read b^U 
per.en ol the experime.Ual group and S percent of the check^roup. The num- 
ber of loans and the lending frequency were perceptibly high^ in^e expert- ' 

UtTr.i,i'"7?'' '^'^ respectively; 0.2rand 0. ^1 .^Lending bfd^Tttr 
literatjire is successful m case of more educated readers. 

Dependi.T,g or. the reader, different methods were used in the recom-X 
menda;lon or belle.i-let'res. I", our wp.eriment detective novels, spy aM id- 
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venture stories >vere use! as recreational reading mat^s. ^ '^ey >*.ere given ' 
a readers who read only occasionallv to arouse their ilterest. When he read- 
er diS not r^^d lay fiction, these book, served as a ^-J^^'f ^.'.^P.^Vboo^^^ 
■ H ■ tnattve Ut erature. This kind of literature wa. recommended _a_s ^ ^ecoy book 
'designation and method are from W; Rubakin in il o case of jj readers /9 per- 
, \\ VSfTth a'wtsh to widen ifeel/lsting range o. ■ - '-F- fl^^H.^ll^'^ 
\ \ The reader's Interests in an au^r, subjcv-t or genre ht uad rdad betore. 
^ * ' These chrracterlstlcs served as a "bridge ' between works read before and 
\ books recommended. In most cases the author was used for this purpose - 
' 'he re-der '^^-^'^"^ ^^^-^8 called to the life-work of a certain -"'"• The 
nferest in the author provoked him to road his works belonging to other 
genres as weU As compared with the reading of novels tlu.t of ^^ort stones 
V4emains in tne background. The "novel- short story" method was used in jo 
' -,Ses /8 percent/ but only few readers began to appreciate short stones. 

The sociological study "The reader of th^ public library in t-he Es- • 
toman S 5 R in 1967" tried to fit.l out how the preference for a certain ■ 
reader a connected with the estlmar.on of another writer. 39 a^uthors out 
of 0 were arranged on four compar .tivelv independent .groups , decisive fa.- 
trt Z^n! the reader . s educational '.evel his /her s^x , consistent preference 
or.s o^in^ ine \^ literatura ^ud partly also the writer's creative man- 

.e^fn c^sts /l^pe c7nt/ the hbrarian found out the reader's favourite 
wrlt'er "starUng frol^ tfte favourite author, the method of loading by groups 
of wrUers was applied in 2^ case, 'groups contanilng , t. 3 P^^cen of 
readers/. We have arrived at the conclusion that this method was easily 
applicable in practice. 

^ Hv the "surprise book" method the reader was given an interesting 
book, subject or ge^^?e unusual In the light of his previous reading experience. 

-Comparing the results of 19/1 with thos- of»1972 we can see that 
librarians recommlhded more book, connected with films. If the film proved 
po^r compared with the interest In the book, a rejective attitude "^^^ 
U^ nloti "aUofi^belng th'at the film was of inferior quality i he ^^''^ 
■ fiction coimected with theatre performance- s is remarkable. Whl e L'/l 
"hroe pUv^s ruse to this klnd'.f readin,, m 1972 there wore, already 1/ 

titaw^e prociuctlon of this kind, 

iuu of oner's lobbies, we present :-.o foUowia^ method, a. tho result, of our 
studv: ] ' Connecxion of a ^/ork :>r ♦'lOtion with a scienutic book on the 
■ asis of a common chrtr. Jorisnc 'tht? ^^Vo.ir brid^o. 
j. ' Connection of similar ilno^; -cieiitilic books 
1 ■ M.ethod of contrast 
Regional method 
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vvriiers ol^^the public library ^v.^'Jo.i■^. - - ^ ^- - ^' ^ 

.r^e^n^. The r^B^ir-of th.' ^ublU hbV^rv in =ho . .to.ian - . . . 
b)b7MaUina, 1970 /^.?*p. Z-.>A^b - .mammary i.. 
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1. THE CONNECTION, OF A WORK OF FICTION WITH A SCIENTIFIC 
BOOK-ON THE BASIS QF A COMM'ON CHARACTERISTIC " 

* ' ' • " * . 

Transition from imaginative literature to scientific literature is con 
ceivable- in the case of readers who already^ read wt)rks of fiction with a cer- 
tain intensity. Sti-ll, it IS by no means easy. A cliange in the mind of the read 
er IS needed to enable him to use scientific literature. It will be the greatest 
qualitative change in his reading experience. Specific method's and specific 
ways of transition are necessary for this purpose. Using the"da;a of a socio- 
logical re^earchrdiscuss^d before the following modes /connections/ for the 
transition from fiction to scientific literature were applied: 1/ connection, 
"novel-short story-popular science book" on the basis of a common charac- 
teristic^ 2/ connection "novel-shdrt story-memoirs'* ; 3/ c6nnection "science 
fiction-popular science book". 




SIS 

percent/ 

ries to ciiscussion of the writer ' s'life and work, from short stories abVuf 
nature to natural $cience books, from novels to travel books and from travel 
books to works dealing with the socio-economic life of the country in question 

The transition "novel-short-story-memolrs" was used in the case of 
21 readeT;9 (3,5 percent/ , The library users who did ndt take the trouble of 
reading works of literary crtticism were glad to read reminiscences of au- 
thors or memoirs^ of a^uthors. The connection "science fiction- science Ijook" 
was not sufficiently verified by. the study. 

2. THE CONNECTION 'l^ETWEEN SIMILAR AND.ALMOST SCIENCE BOOKS 

After having succeeded in leading the reader hitherto reading only- 
works of fiction to some science books, the librarian can easily use other 
connections in the reading of scientific literature, namely, those between 
books similar to, or almost, scie?;).ce books, on the basis' of their contents or 
way of treatment. This kind of bodk must respond to some impulse in the read- 
er, to something closely. ^nd Essentially connected with him, either in the 
present or the past, to treat Events which concern htm personally. 

In the e-xperim*ent the method "book for you" was tried, ythe reader 
was given a book from new or o\der literature, ^supposed to suit mm, consid- 
ering the books he had read before. The librarian explained him tfef^the book 
was chosen especially for him /as it was in fact/. The reader saw that the 
librarian wanted to give ham a book meeting his reading interests "and hid^ at- 
titude towards the librarian and literature took a positive form, 

. The method "book for you" was used in cases /25 percent/, par- 
ticularly in the case of readers ^rith elementary or secondary education^ 
Some readers themselves sought^connections between book§ on the basis of 



The connecHon^ of literary genre. s have been dealt with by the Estonian 
culture sociologies^ Hans rfar,s.>a. 
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similar coateats. The method of books similar it^or almost science books. 
mav also serve as a "b^dge" to the next subject /clas^^ of literature/ co^x- 
nected >*rith the previous one. U.is advi^bl^ to fry' this mode .of transition 
\ after the systematic reading of a certain subjects \ * 

. * ^ - k 

3. THE METHOD OE'CONTRAST ^ ' 

. . . . \ • . - \ , , 

" ^ . . ■' ^- ■ V , 

The reader may be recommended book in an utterly ijnfamiLiar 
field in which he has not read anything so far It is doubtful whet^er^this field 
is*of any interest to, him. The reader may have no subjective need for reading 
this .subject except a "hidden interest" in itvJLn the experiment wdused the 
methpd'of the "surprise book" which means intuitively to recommekd«a book 
*" inside thg reader»s reading interests. The test proved a greater sVcce^s • 
than we dared to hope. The '^surprise book" could be offei^ed to rea^er^ who 
already read scientific literature' intensively as well as to those whd^did it 
seldom or even not at all. This methodr was Vsed in the case of 83 readers 



\ 



se 

/l^ percent/. 

. in the application of the "surprise book'*^ method, the book mu^I be ^ 
especially attractive, eitheV on the strength of its contents or^ design. ^Vjn^^t 
be a specific book in some way, very actual in its' contents or tell about high- 
- ly popular people. In most cases interest was aroused in the recommer^de^^ ^ 
subjects. There were people who at flrst^had a negative attitude towards . 
"surprise rbooks", but later it was thfey who borrowed them. 



THE REGIONAL METHOD 



In our opinion regional approach to systematic reading is the most • 
suitable.. The knowledge of one's native plate and its concrete problems, -the 
contemporary Estonian community, economics, culture and hi story, appro- 
priately orients one in our socialist society and provides an opportunity to 
understand the problems, of- Soviet nations and other socialist countries bet- 
ter. It is important to percei^ve the nodal problems and events, past and pres- 
ent) and the reader's vital connection >with tHem^ 

To apply the regional method,"^ the'libraries were prx>vid§id with a 
specific program that, connected the methodological side of the individual . , 
aerviqe with classes of literature.. In order to estimate the achievements in 
the field of the structure of reading, we must compare reading of the exper- 
imental group in these classes of literature with that of the checl?' group dur- 
Ijag a. period of 6 months by means of an analysis of the readers'^ cards. ^The 
results showed that all the scores except those of the nalural sciences wgre 
essef^ially higher in the experimental group. The application of the regional 
method according to^plan proved its vitality and perspective. The data show 
how the activity of the librarian influences the use of the. catalogues and 
bibliographical tools in 1971 and 1972 alifce they were used at the proposal 
of the 'librarian (rather than on the reader' s own initiative. 

*The Mbliograpfiical tools were used most frequently by readers 
with higher education. In their case systematic use rose from 10 percent to 
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39 percent In 1971 and 1972 aUo catalogues were more frequently used by 
readers vlth higher education. The probl&i is to determine the plac^ and • 
tasks of public libraries in the uniform iaformation system. The librarians 
selected the borrowers for our experiment according to their characteristics 
Vind primary hobbies /an average of 3- A readers from every library/, lif a 
, IJending discission the reader was told that the librarian \ 



Percentage 
of readers 



Works about JSatonlan 

writer, 
Other b^oks on Satonlan 

^- literature 
Satonian language 
SatoiUan theatre 
Satonian muaic * 
Satonian fine £urta 
\ Estonian history 
^iatory of Satonian culture 
^oolcs about the Sstonian 

( S • S • 
Boo.ka about the U.S.S.R. 
Nature protection 
Nalmral sciencea 
Phiioabphy 
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loans of lending 
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49 


0,14 


lo,l 


7,4 


154 


* 97 


0,25 


5,3 
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16 
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7,9 
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0,15 
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12,2 
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0,11 

0,14 

0,^1 
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o,o9 
o,o3 

0,12 

0,11 

0,o2 
0,56 
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could^give him continudiis information on books £md periodicals arri^ead at 
that ot: the central library or on literature foimd in bibliographies on the 
subject he was interested in. 

^It appears from the analyses of the libratian that reaA^s generally 
appreciate the ii^ormation supplied by the librarian. But in sffe^ cases there 
is a psyd^ological barrier. With regard to lending as the librarian's only 



task>, 
additional 
towards th 
They must 
services.' 
supply syst 
of interest. 



sT abstain from using this form of service and think it to be an 
rden on the librarian. Librarians must feel a moral obligation 
kind of work, it being an organix: part of tl^eir ,eyeryday^work, 
-^lain jto the reader that he-has the right to such kind of library 
conclusion may be drawn that it is possible already now to 
Ltic individual information on literature in the reader's sphere 
A\s to professional literature /seljective dissemination of infor-' 
•ormation needs of qualified wqrkers, middle-grade specialists 



mation/, the 

and pedagogue3> were met. The latter needs n6t so much professional "litera- 
ture in the strictest sense but books suitable to enrich the subject th6y teach 
In case of the c^tralization of public libraries the importance of central li 
braries will increase. Their prestige will be jraised even higher by an ap- 
propriately organized information service. ' ' 



The application of the methods of infoi^Tnation service in pt/blic lii>ra- 
ries shows' essQntiAlly their future perspective. The experiment carried out ' 
in the Estonian libraries indicates this possibility, at the same time confirm- 
ing the ne^d for a change in the public library as a type. An universaMibra- 
ry must be the centra where literary taste Is, formed an^ permanent education 
and informatiomensuTcd. It must not only get acquainted with the readers' 
needs and meet them bmt also form them individually in the spirit of the free 
and conscious development of the personality. ^ 
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DISCUSSION ^ . ^ ft 

Loader, of diocuaaim: vAnCUHA, Dalibcr 

^ ■ • ^> 4- • 

' \ , . 

KAMARAS Islvan * ^ ^ \ 

.w...«o Wi^do.adin8 mo floor. 
wo must dlBCiiSS tho papqro -at coUoagues J^V • ^ tho conloronco 

who .or co<.son. ^^^"^^f t.to^^'coUorguot- any dledoguo 

K. Oja's paper ahovvo f '^'^ Esto^tm coUeagues a^o working with 
•oncl Uielr thorough '<"°«'«'*^°- -^^^ .„^'°^3^.rchoa^^ many rospocta w6 
methods similar to tho.b °«,H""e»^^^^ ToTmJ^^ce the '^brldgo- method In 
share each- other's opinions. We .l^^"' jj^t the meth6ds named 

common (coupling o. books °' ^'^^^^ "^^^ Ubm^^ns a^e using. besides, 
"oppcsltea" and book- surprise . HvmgarianUDrarta BulgaCSv or 

the '^method o. the -►^ock, o..ecr . ' ^'^^r le^eH'- liters taste, 

a t>ulkner book to readers """^^ "^''"^ a^btfuUy received even by 
The"baslcaUy poslUve „^?".!rrturmet^^ can be successful 

pursaives. anc* we are -"r^^; Ve^usT undr^anslonnaUo^^ We could 
only with those ""^3,^^° i^ular non- llcUbn. ^ a poslUve ro- . 

setUe (rom-our repparchoa that, ^^Va has got the lol- 

cepUon .0; valuable- action and ""^7P°;^^"S;'nhrtacUcs used by tl,c^ ' 
lovrfng prerequisites: a .change in the ™ 
UbrorTani knowlodgo ol U;,o author's code system. 

SEKI^rtSKI, Stoniaiow -A- • 

The sn.aUer t^|^^r^-^^°,— 
the %lgni.lcance C It. #most ^-^^^^^ '^^f u^S^""^ not alvvays the prop.r 
alde^ th^ environment -is. worse, pven the '° ' « ' 

person^ • i _ n«ld ibout^^iwi<*h 1" general., though an . 

Much wor4p '^^IJ^^'Z, ^oL wJa^ much more ttpportant. 
.invesUgoUon o( thd ►^"''''"S^- T^„,t to satisfy their conscience, . 
, . A3 it I^Pf"-- " o^^do'^ocH is noT always*^ m ,or satls- 

ordo.* too manfefeooks. mough » ,^.40 percents ol the holdings are 
,y,ng the dfen». ^'^^J^l ^^^^^v. a Ubrary ,0. general hold- ^ 
absolutely out ot^use. J^"^ « ^^^^ ^ 7 

. ^^^.^:,r:T^^:J:^^^^^^ ^dVestlgaUons, bU they could be 
thQ basis of our further work- f . , ^ 

PRbHUCH. U ^. ^ ^ 

^.y speci^^ Une ^ ^flt^T^^'':^''T\^y "^"r^ 
job. I have garnered a ""^'^'^ °' 2"°^"°2xperts. An essential quesUon. for 
ior both reading "^^^-f , ""^^ ""^^'"1 "reader"? Pron. the pro- 
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CbCHINESCU» 1llo , ' ^ 



bofiin cur ^'T^o^^onTj:^ ^T^Tr\TZ'^iJ^^^^^^ °"Sht .o 

tinuo wllh tho roador Tho valuo of ml. . ^ <=«'>• 

»oc,oioB.c=a ,„o.;.od3r\l ufiLw "t:''re;rt,orio'':.ir'"."*f'^ 

=U^cc8 oioo au«orSd change during mo r .<Ss^^8„%'^^ . 



MARUNIAK, Potor 



' .or a docro<^°o"'in *to'^^Z^'Znir''^'',i "'^ '^'"^^'^ 

porocn. Aao7mo porao.^ ch»,,«r,^^^^^ was (ho changd c( mo Ubrarian's 

PAPP latvdn • « ♦ 

tea«o» K. i f. oporatlng wtth me criiiie Utoraturoi U it 

telnet v^uablo In Itaolf. Ihon ono'-may not maUo uao o( it. In con<(aguo < 
^^nmialc's f.apor thoro la a termv mo a^^caUod "adventurous Utorafur^'? li 
v«5uld bo noceasary to defihe exacUy, " = ura . u 

,r.^i..M^Jl*^?" lioteninQ to colloasue Welaa's ■ paper, another problem o< ' 
tennin<Jlo^cal Clear3i8^.tedno3o . arose In my mind. What do we me/^ bv 
o^yms "roa<ior"^ It would be '^ohly ^soj lo oatabUst. an TntomXrS^ in- 
rtOS. »>y «rt.ich an exact definition of.l.eing. or t^lnq. not a reader would 
S«^^°^:"rinnr"^ ^HouW- hinder inhibit 

^ , '1"'''^° the _al»:o„of the indeed efficient Ubrnry would equally 

^toiportanl. In a si silualion, lor rnsTance. a libbrary o£ a viurge with 
To 'Sli^c'r 't: V^^r '--""'^'-"V ^«^act.v.. and «rdove.cpmon.V"' 



tor. Q» m. •^_»M^!^^,^e^.®^pSL^^ 

Ubrari«» ioccOoti In lh« Uwnft. 
S2ENTIRMAI tA»xld 

by m« Ubraiy aUandonc*. »h«r^^ a«0 ai«wvn«a» , . ^ 

Z m^r invwUsatwl "^^^ caU«iiu. Vantumi VKhiU !• »» ^ 

VANtURA, DoUbor " . 

ol mclr <Jqto to our work. 



bid i» ho* notWna to Oo wJm our iprMM •urvwy* 
third ral^ cm ™»» ^J^^-mJv ean !>• rmaordrnd cm reaaor/ 
took a» m«4r nahiwiJ th« ,**Tl^^a^ mo time^Sim Bmi^toJKh O^paifnm^ 

5< 'Srfch ayanami with tho*. «ho r«W*d ptmizxv^ 
^ V ' «y ol lUe. but S«« «^ 
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tod pooltlvejy on ihe "ohock oaoct-, but. wilh iho n^iorit,, „ ' 
monX^r th6,otylo of Ufo waa under dovcloCr tor B a ^o Z 

Uko to ask coUoaguo Maruniak if tho side o( their oxr,Gr.mr^» ... 
i. .«-any respect .rroeul^. ^ co,np«.i.cn ^^i^ Z' :Z")o:ir^r 
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lion ^ h'^^-'' vlUago'o irrogularily, it any, io Ita disadvantage - its pod . 



look quilo a -iong Umo. 

Sdndor 



CoUoaguo Maruniiik had montloned the Inli of intorbat 'tow««ift 
of, and what oourcea con it bo rostockod- from? con^^si 

MARUNIAK, Petor 

li. .u diolrlcl strong roilgiouo Iraditlono provaU. Inqulrora mosUv 

bought tho booka 9r borrowed from one aAothon wo could d^^ the de^ 

croQomont of such actlvlUon. - ao^oci ino do- 




]VLARUNIAK, Peter and collective 



SOME THOUGHTS ABOUT THE RESEARCH OF THE 
READING OF POPULAR SCIENCE LITERATURE IN 
VILLAGE LIBRARIES AND LIBRARIES IN VILLAGES 
OP URBAN CHARACTER IN SLOVAKIA 



. !u Tevolutlon In prpgress In the world constant- 

ly necessitates the raising of the level of education of every member of the^ 
society, I.e. not only the youth but also adults are meant here. The require- 
ment of permanent education has become the reality of everydav character 
In this context books, especially professional educational books have an * 
extraordinary role to play Not^vithstanding the quiqk spreading of other forms 
Ju^^^^^""^ u ^,^^^^^^8^ and information, the study of educational Uter- 
ature has a number of features that determine its basic and indispensable^ 
fxmction in every educationa.1 process. ' . 

■ The largest sdcial sources of educational Uterature in the rural and 
urban communities of Slovalcia are the libraries. :^hey are institu^^s th^t ' 
have at their disposal the basic medium of the communication of scientific and 
professional knowledge, -ttie educational book ,'^%b^main basic but frequently 
important meOiodological educational basis for adults. Hence Ubraries quick- 
ly turn into modern institutions of education and information. -In order to dis- 
charge their duties qualitatively and with skill among the broadest masses of 
the population, libraries must know well not only the Instrument of their ac- 5 
tivity, they must also know how to treat thetn and, at the same time, they must 
know the environment in which they work, i.e. potential and discret persons 
their needs, interests, requirements, reading profiles, activity, etc. This ^ 
kind of taiowledge may be acquired, however, only through direct scientific 
research, , 

Until now there has been no complex 're sear^ch that could be directed 
dt the research of the problematique pf reading educational literature and li- 
braries dealing with literature of thii kind in Slovakia. However, with a 
view to acquire at least basic knowledge of this field,, our research has been 
directed partly at reading educational literature and the activities of Ubra- 
nes related to this literature, i.e. research that has never been conducted 
on. such a large scale in the library field in Slovakia - "Research into the 
social function ^f urban Ubraries and Ubraries in villages of urban charac- " 
tef as the title of three research projects that examined the above-mentioned ^ 
problematique, too. , * 

14U ^^^^^ project comprised the short analysis of the \vay the pubUc " ^ 

Ubraries treated educational literature and its situation, the second project 
apart from other questions extended to the village adults' reading of educa- 
tional Utetature, too ^ and within the framework of the third project loans of 
educational literature were separately recorded and analysed in the Ubrai^es 
under survey. Within research into t}ie social function of Ubraries twb re- 
search project were realized, i.e. pubUc UbV^aries in which educational Uter- 
ature was processed /Part 1./* and reading of educational literature by adult 
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^apu.dtiOr. ui Uui public UUrMrics Part 2,7 

o 

la ^nerajl there is no unU'orm interpp^tatloiyerf the term "educational lUer- 
ature". In ihe proper sense of the xit^ord th>a literature is sometimes re- 
garded only\as professional or §!<rientLfic literature. In the practice of pub- 
he libraries the notion of "ed>ttational Uieraiure" has a fuller sense, and 
apart from generally recognized professional and scientific literature, 
textbooks and manuals also literature of reportage character and general- 
ly "factuariiterature" /biographies, travelogues etc. / and in recent times 
understandably, also periodical literature, are inclux^ed. We accept this 
fuller s^nse of the notion in the Interpretation and application of the term * 
"educational literature" . \ 

*^'ithia research into the social function of libraries in vtAages of urban 
cl.aracter also the national research of the reading of thef population in 
Czechoslovakia was realized, in which also the results 6f reading tn Slo- 
vakia were separately processed. However, only very little attention wa5 
paid here to reading educational literature. Within the framework of this 
research we concluded that professional lit mature /the stricter notion as 
against the potion of "educational literature"/ is read by more th^n half 
the adiilt papulation, i.e. 53 percent, and more males than females. 

, We have applied sociological research methods and techniques in or- 
der ;to obtain ihe material in the field, i.e. questionnaires, descriptive 
methods, standardized conversations ^nd the study of documents. After ^the 

iprocessinglof' the material the summarized results were published 'iji re"- 
'search. reports, studies^and articles in library periodicals. The knowledge 
of the treatmenttof educational literature in public libraries of Slovakia and 
the reading of educational literature in public libraries enable us to outline 

- some important trends; in this field /knowledge, of the reading of. educational 
literature by the populatioHsOf villa-ges of rural character is used only as 
comparative material in the intert>retation of reading in these villages * 
since similar material related to the population of villages of urban charac- 
ter is lA<iklng/. 

In the research Into reading educational literature In public libraries dealing 
with educatlortial literature as well as libraries of rural and urban character 
we concluded that apart from many similar features and general tendeacies, 
that hold good of the whole 'social environment, there are many diverse fea* 
tures and tendencies as well. 3oclal environment has a direct effect, it in- 
fluences every so^al acrtivity, heace also the work of libraries which treat 
educational literati|^e to*, and read^.ng of ttjls literature as well. The village 
differs from the to>Jm as far as its social organization, structure and social 
relations are concerned. The consequencies of this reality may be felt on thti 
level of the phenomena imder survey in certain quantitative and qualitative 
differences, i.e. the State of the activities of libraries as well as readuig 
educational literature .'We waitt<o concretize them and illustrate with factual 
data obtained within the frameworfe^ research. In the first place we shall " 
evaluate the supply of population with educational literature In public libra- 
ries, we shall underline the main conclu^ibns drawn from the work of the 
mentioned libraries which treat educational literature and we shall publish^ * 
the main conclusions related to reading educational literature in pubUc libi d- 
rios only after t-fin^. * ' ^ . ^ - 
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THE SUPPLY OF THE POPULATIC^N WITH 
\ EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE 

an.H ^"^i Villages of rural and urban character, as has been 

said, th« large St, social .sources of educational literature are the lihr«r^f= 
In these villages the structure of libraries ia dmlll^ %^JVr^^}^I^V% 

foTe" 'T/'^ '"""'^^^ °^ the popVlitS t^e pub^c^^^^^ 

■ 8^°"P.- They play decisive roles from the v?™^tTJ^ 

education and. culture in villages and among the urban population as^eU. 

* .,„t<, „ a view to discharge their social function and to ensure the oual- ' 

,H«Hnn f ^^"^"X ^" ^^^^'^ °^ education and cumire<for thl adiulS: 

r« i mn '^'^ structure of the allocation to educational UterAt^re 

s imporfant, moreover, of directly decisive importance. TT^e results o/Thc 
investigations unanimously show that the supply of urb^ p^Julation ,^th 
educational literature U essentially higher i„ public libraries than the supply 
of rural population /despite the differences between villages of urban a^d 
" basicalljlorresponds to the obJertlvl soSLr require. 
iTa., o> " beelTshown that the supply of the population of Wl- 

hfn rhif"''? character in public libraries was relatlvely^Z^ balanced • 
wmv of .K^^^ population of villages of rural character, though the varU- 
biUty of the size of villages of rural character was much less Than that nf 

Sfurf ili^brarier-'^t?-- ^""^ ^"^^^^ f Vo^.ZS. Sth e^^uca^JTo:^' 
luefature in libraries is the greatest in. the smallest villaces of urban ^nA^ ^ 

E^™-— ^^^^^^^^^^ 

t, '•• ' ' ■ ' 

TftE UTILUATIONX3? THE BASIS OF EDUCATIONAL 

LITERATURE ' • J''\ 

ki« The social utilization of ^he basis of educational literature In Slova- 
■^«Hon^i"i"?t ""^^^^^ the desired level yet. The better' utilization of the edu! 

T ^V^^a^i:^c°^d.be observed in public libraries, in villages of ur- 
ban character The ui^lUzation of the basis of educational litjerani-e here was 
t^^V-J^n^^l^^l ^ °* character. Se is a cT- 

h^J^i nF°?K P '^c^^" °^ the basis of educational literatur; and 

the size of the population of the area influenced by the library as-well at the 
social utilization of ^isational literature, which is besides iX^ced lder 

the le?el'Tf'\ibrn^^"'¥^T^^^ """" H ^^^^ enWroX^ts ^''"^ 

Tn- This means that the utilization of educational liter- 

ature in villages of rural character does not depend only on the size of the 
be^'if ilfJ^^f the .scope of the influence of the librar^ but a!so on the num- 
ber of pStential readers interested in literature of this kind and the work of 

Jli"'^'' ^1 P?"°'^^l"y. °f the chief Ubrarian /in the public Ubraries of 
• wortflf / '^r^ are overwhelmingly voluntary librarians 

H^i^^^: The higher level of the utilization of educational literature in pub-' 
he libraries of villages of urban character is primarily the regular conse- 
n^^i^^.w fu''^,"^'' ^"terMl space, better financial cii-cumstances and, in 
particular, the better staff supply and better condftlons of work /profession- 
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.1.: -aiioii i-* comprehensive ifi urban public libraries/, 

» 10 structure of the basis and the loans reflect, the social function of 
Uijramos lo a certain degree in the given environment and among others there 
I- significant correlation among them which inHuences the total effectiyi't^ of 
Ubraries, The structure of literature for adults essentially satisfies progres- 
sive social needs and requirements in the public libraries of villages of rural 
and urban character from the point of view of the" quantitative proportion ot , 
educational literature to fiction. The contents of educationab literature least 
satisfies tWe objective needs and requirements of the social cnviromnejjt in 
particuUirUn p^blic libraries of villages of rural character. 

The structure of loans in public libraries of rural and urban charac- 
ters corresponds onlv very badlv to' the progressive needs and recjuirement 
of the adequate environment, from the point of view of the quantitative propor- 
tion oi educational literat^ure and fiction. The above-mentioned fact*S clearly 
•lostifv certain defects in public libraries and work with educational literature 
meant for the adult population no>matter whether it is in a rural or urban *eil- 
\lronment, - ' > ' * • 

.The greatest intensity of. reading educational literature has been ob-^ 
served in the public libraries of the largest villages of rural and urban char- 
acter The. recorded results clearly indicate that with the increase of the 
' size of villages of rural and urban character the intensity of reading educa- 
tional literature for the adult population continually increases in public li- 
braries. Research into the intensity of reading educational literature ixi the 
public libraries of- villages of rural and urban character also showed that 
' the average adult reader in the pubUc Ubrary of a village of rural or urbam 
character reads almost four times as much fiction as educational literature. 
This Indirectly testifies the continued^ inability of public UbraTies to perform 
their educAtiona^ tasks, 

READEIi^S IN PUBLIC LIBRARIES AND READING 
EDUCATIONAL LlTERATU^tE 

Within the research into the social function of public libraries of vil- 
lages of urban and rural character in Slovakia it was unanimou^y showed 
that enrolled readers were on the average more skilled readers^han the pub- 
Uc. This is also corroborated by the fact that reading educational literature 
IS of much greater significance in the case of enrolled readers than the l^p- 
ulation in general /this is confirmed by the comparations related to enrolled 
readers in public libraries of rural character and the population/ . There Is 
a significant difference between readers of educational literature in public 
, libraries in consideration of the enviro'nment. More people read edilcationaA 
literature in the public libraries of villages of urban character than in vil- 
lages of rural character 7a similar tendency could be observed among the 
population as well/, \ 
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. ^ THE E^^^^ECT.OF SEX AGE, OCCUPATION AND EDUCATIONAL 
LEVEL. ON READING EDUCATIONAL 
LITERATURE 

^«,,K*i ^f^^i^g educational Uterature among readers In pubUc^'Ubrarifes Is • 

• Eduiational literature is generally read more often by niiles than 
females in villages of rural and urbap character alike /this fact vas con- 
firmed in vUlages of rural and urban character alike/. The sex of the read- 
er influence not D»ly the range of interest but also the intensity, structure 
atld content of reading educational literature. 

Educational literature is i^ead in particular by the younoer aoe 
groups. Older readers read relatively little educational Uterature /this 

t^'J^Iw^^T. "''f also among tha popvlation of villages of I'ural ' 
character/. It was found that educational reading material in public libraries 

M< °,^k''^!2*"' ^"^^ influenced bv age. In the case of readers in urbal 
public libraries significant differenl^s v.ere fouHd out . to, partlcular™ad. 
ing technical lit^ratur^. This kind of Uterature is read up- to the age .'of 30 . ■ 
generally almost thnetf times more than ovdr this age. Older readers in uri • 

fet^^e, 'S%y'°::d.'""' ^^'"^ ^ '° agrjaultu^al 

c J^^ slgniftcanc:6 of the correlation .between fhe composition of read- 
ers of educational Ureratuj-e and their occupation /profession/ in rural and 
urban, villages was confirmed relatively well. 

Of ^H,.^Ji^ ^}'^'^ generally most expressively influence the reading 

of ediLcational literature among readers in public libraries of viUaces of 
r^ral and urban character alike, vas educatipn, more exactly the level of 
^^H?f with ae'condaiy school and higher qualific;tftions read edu- 

T ^Jf^^^^e^ much more freciuently than people >*dth primary qualificair ' 
tions in villages of- rwal and urban character alike. With tfie raistog of the 
educational level the' number of the readers of educational Uterature crows. 
It was found that in public Ubrarles readers >vith primary quaUfidaticis 
read agriculn^al literature most frequently in viUages of rural character 
S«l ^ villages of urban character. Readers with secon- 

dary and higher qualifications read socialrtpolitical Uterature most frequent, 
ly in villages of rural and urban character aUke. In villages of urtwin char- 
acter readers with secomiary qualifications and even more readers y^xh 
hi^gher Qualificattons read technical literature that is these readers read 
leiss technical literature. 



INFORMATION SOURCES AND MOTIV'ATIONS OF THE READING 
OFHDU^ATIONAL LITf|5RATURE 



The most important sources of informat:ton on educational Uterature 
for the readers of pubUc Ubrarles of villages of urb&n and rural character 
are the follpwingj schools, lectures, further education, radio-television. ^ 
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periodicals friends and relatives. lA villages of urban character the libraries 
as laformation sources pro%lde information oh educational literature only for 
readers with basic Education while in villages of rural character all the read- 
ers are provided with liiformatlon , disregarding the level of education with 
readers in urban public libraries, who are on a higher level of education, 
the significance of the use of mass media is increasing in the acquisition of 
Information on educational literature. 

With readers in urban li<Jbraries the most important motivational im- 
pulses in the; reading of the educational literature are those which arise from 
different personal interests and only ifter them come needs arising from oc- 
cupation /however, from the point of view of differentatlon, it may be stated 
that the most frequent motives of the reading of educational literature with 
middle-aged readers, readers with secondary or higher qualifications are 
connected with their occupation/. 

The fact that with readers in public libraries of villages of rural 
character the socially more important motivational impulse is more signifi- 
cant than in villages of urban cfe^racter is not surprisii^g, since public li- 
braries are the most Important and often th-^ only active sources of educa- 
tional literature in villages. Therefore almost everybody who is Interested 
in educational literatui'e, goes to the library. However, in villages of urban 
character there Is more opportunity for selection ax^d readets Interested In 
^educatlonal Uterature of high level /and there are only occupational motives 
of reading literature of this kind/ use the services of other libraries most 
often - libraries the activities of which are connected with educational liter- 
atwe cmly /learned and special libraries/ . ' ; 

t ■• . ■ " 

THE READERS' RELATION TQ EDUCATIONAL LITERATURE: 
. • BOOK BASIS 

We acquired further very significant knowledge through the survey 
of readers of public libraries In particular in villages of urban character. 
E.g. n^ore than four fifths of the readers tn the pubUc libraries of villages 
of urban character were partly or completely dissatisfied by the book basis 
as far as educational literature was concerned, by chance they were unable 
to appreciate the basic educational literature. But even in villages of rural 
character the majority of readers In public libraries were partly completely 
dl3satlsfied from this point of view. So it was found that the quality of educa- 
tional Uterature In the public libraries of villages of urban and rural charac- 
ter was not suPfiaent - and that is why the Available literature was not suf- 
ficiently Xitllized. Dissatisfaction with the basic quality of educational liter- 
atiire on the part of the readers increases concomitantly with the raising of 
the Ifevel of education In urban public vli,braries. 'She fact that the derpftnd on 
educational literature depends on the level of education confirms this find- 
ing. , ' 

Within the research Into the social 'function of libraries of villages 
of rural and u^ban character the research into the reading of educational 
literature not only answered a number of basic questions but also raised 
further important .questions to be answered in pur next investigations devoted 
especially to this field. ' * 
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leal Ut.4t'enf;iS:^ collecting poUt- 

^ucJtio^/pS^^vllSestf^^^^^^ conditlonf of the creatl'on^^e 

only in this way Ind^^^^rffi soZl^'ll*'' character may be known 
tatlon be helped. '"'^'*«5^^<il*ial sound wqjpk, only thus can Its Implemen- 



ADDITIONAL STATEME3vJT 




Our inveaUgaUop waA not on iDd^endenl work- it w«« r«rt ^ 
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THE FUNCTIONS OF BIOGRAPHICAL AND 
AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL LITERATURE 
IN READINjG CULTURE 



The content and use of th« noUon "reading culture" is not yet fully 
• Established, the best approach seems to be to re ^rd reading culture as an 
: ; -'.integral combination of likings, interest, habits, skills, abiUties and khpw« 
' ledce as regards .reading m^ter. If reading culture is the outcome of more 
' V or less consci<^as activity ^^otie is entitled to speak of the different levels, 
^'"^ V" type§ and models of culture In connection >*rith individuals and groups allKe, 

W^-" ' • U is without doubt that reading culture can be created only through 

reading. Its level is not directly proportional to the level of education. There 
exist such graduates whose reading culture happens to be lower than the level 
of such culture in the^case of people with secondary school education who are 
avid and seasoned readers.' * 

In the development of the level of reading the following factors play • 

essential vol^&i - 

- ^^Knowlfedge" regarded as Import^t by a man or a givqn 
community & " c i 

- The totality of attractions towards certain types of tex^, i;€. 

> "taste", " , t- t\ P 

• Literary competence, reading competence, or the totality ot 

abilities. 5>ermttting the use and transmission of acquired experi- 
ence in the literary ft eld, y 

— ^ The certain opinions of the role played % institutions, proc^esse s 
and media participating , in the transmission have been formulated: 

- All the above-mentioned components of the reading culture of the _ 
a personality must be shaped by the school through teaching language and lit- 
erature. In reality, however, the influence exerted by the school finds ItSs^ 
expression above all In the sphere of "knowledge". 

1.-, 

- All the components of reading culture could, iindoubted;ly most ef-* 
fectlvely, be shaped by literary crlticis,m, provided its scope of influence is 
not limited to a relatively narrow group of readers, representing as a rrile 

a much higher level of reading culture than the average. 

- Knowledge of highly rated literary achievements is Joeing dissem- 
inated by mass media /the press, radio, television and cinemas/ , but it is 
dpne irregularly and often only action is thrust into prominence. 

\ s «t . T^ste is such a category which is shaped by a variety of factors 

not always easy to define; however, more generally speaking, taste is the • 
result of the psychological* features of the individual, moreover of the in- 
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som^ change's ft the ^Sou's Su^f^aU tS ^^l^fcT^^Tof relS^^ '^'V^ 
. will mo^ easily bring about the proper changes tSari texts ofT^ther tJ^e. 

is very important from the point of vifew of tie theorv of ifr^ 'r.,Ji u^V^^ 

'^o^%z^%t:':sli°i^^^^^^ -xi^Tn'iolti^jei-tLn 

uoes not (jepreciate the text and sometimes even increases its value. 

vden«lfv evll^*'l?r^!J^''i^^'^ ^^H-^^^sed reader is not capable of ' 

^vaenwiy every diary, memoir or reminiscence as paraliterarv wr.r-k-« «?„^k 
Identification is made more difficult also because ^h^fSTertures of sfch 

mSv readt's'ri°.aii'^" already been used by fiction,. toorand theref°-e ' 
many readers regard even pure fiction as diaries or biographical novels. ' 



nists. 



betwe^n^l'ctT^n"!^^^^*" r ^"''jf " °^ simSarities- and differences 
plirdTcilve r^^^^ Kl"^^^'^ --"^^ not only foWl elem'ents 

arranJe^a^o^T^y^i 

which permit more possibilities for simplification a^ guelswfrk bSa^^^^ 
time a test of concretisatibn as well. 'Jhis test is most succef sful if the- ' 



131 



/ 



/ 



ERIC 



reader is capable of -comprehending the text and its inherent context to the 
fullest extent. ^ 

Experts of literature rarely carrj^ out textual analysis in depth, 
thev treat diaries and letters above all as auxiUary material for the histoY-y 
^ of literature and that only when it is sure that a writer was their author^or 
that they are related to some outstanding personality in the literary world. ^ 

\ In recent years there can, be aoticed a growing interest in these lit- 
erary-^^iiresi* This fact resulted in the formulation of some strange tWes 
accordingno which the xeason for this interest was that belles-lettr^ in its 
traditional form was uriiabl'e to keep abreast with th^ times. The reaTders, no- 

. ticinc that certain matters which they rated very highly were not^reneoted ' 
well in fiction, preferred to read memoirs. Though they did not find literary 
values in them, they nevertheless fpund authenticity, the real human life, 

• lackii^g in belles-lettres. . 

Studies of- reading habits revealed that the greatest interest. was 
shown in literature pn the Second World War? . ^ 

0 * . ^, 

The reminiscences, Vnemoirs are |iot light reading matter. ^ven_ 
those acknowledge it who treat such texts as "medium level" literature. This 
kind of reading matter requires considerable knowledge, above all the know- 
" ledge of historical facts may facilitate their reading. The Interest in this 
genre is in proportion to the educational/level. 

Reading of factual literature may help enrich and develop the know- 
ledge the reader possesses of a given subject, however, it, cannot supply all- , 
round and systematic knowledge aC(mire4 by learning. At the same time these 
worksihave spJclfic values of didafctlcs. It suffices^to mention here Plu- 
tarch's "Faralfel Lives" and Juliu% Caesar's "Diaries", the countless ver- 
sions of the lives of the saints, tfe marty biogra^l^hies of national heroes. 
These works were and are utilizM by various ideologies to educate ideal ^ 
people through th6 presentation M ideals and heroes fit to be imitated. An 
analysis of the totality of factu^ literature^under certain Social, historical 
conditions is still lacking, * ^ ^ 

Tlie X^hie of biographical and autobiographical literature is price- 
less in the study of the different problems, ideds and^features of popular life. 
- . : Individual andvcoUective changes, the transformations of work, culture and 
cultural level, )the roots of traditions and their effects may be followed in 

fhemfc , ' 

^^^^etween 19^9 and l%6 schematic biographies diminished interest. * 
However, after 1^57- the number of the published jnemoirs grew by Veaps and 
bounds and universal interest was aroused. With regard to her publishing «^ 
houses, Poland occupies a leading place among sociaUst countries. According 
to the UNESCO statistics the share of factual publications in -the fields ot 
geographv, history m the socialist countries is more than three times lower 
. Than in capitalist countries. The majority of memoirs published in Poland deal 
with more recent times. Predominant are the reminiscences of the participants 
of wars, especially the Second- World War, the memoirs of the outstanding 
personalities of the workers' movement. The memoirs of artists and people 
active in tRe cultural and social fields can be found' frequently. In contra- 
distinction to the cfltpitalist countries, memoirs and reminiscences which pre- 
/ sent the reader with descriptions? of moral scandals or sensational events in 
<i • , * , . 
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' hoyea."' '^^"•''"f^ personalitles^are rargly published by Polish publishiP 

i,t«r.„rn!.i^.fe'*''''"'"^^'"^f prac;tice in Poland that old factual 
literature accompanied by ample footnotes and critical comments, at the^ 
same tl^e there is a-number of publications which contain the text only and 
""f^ explanations and supplements. The former p^rac- 
t ice is characteristic of series 6f. high standard, 

rfutobiootS^^^ texts ar-e marked by great int.^m^l differentiations than 
Autobiographies.. 'Biographical works are on a mecfium level-, -/-evelations are 
here a_ great ranty, at ti^e same tune the use of literary patterns is frequent, 
p !:°-^u^ all due- t9,ths fact that this category.is used by "literary artUans*' 
first. They take the readers' reqiurpments into account, frequently: at the 
expense of authenticity. Sometimes also vdlueless^ works are published. 

. Biographlqal and Autobiographical I'iterafure is easy of access for the 
readers d^ue to the network of bookshops and libraries. An aimlysis of the 
loans and sales of such wxjrks shows differences, however. The analysis of" 
the turnover of bookshops showed that th£ reminiscences of outstanding pol- 
iticians, public personages and'actors XoSk the lead while diaries and mem- 
ories -J^ere i;he r:iost frequently borrowed books, in Ubraries. 

^ The reasons for, and the resultants' of readers' interest in factual 

if rK!T^ ?\1''°V^^^'' ^^'''^^^'^ ^° ^^^^ ^^'"^^y supposed that the result 
of the diminishing Interest b^Ues^r^ttres is this turn towards facts. Also 
the Qeed for the sedrch for the concrete hero appeared, as a compensation 
for the re^der^r loss due to th^ defects of belles-lettres. Namely, the sig- 
nificance of the action and the hero 'diminished, the world represented be* 
came more abstra<;t. „ t'l y ^'^ 

. The special popularity of the memoirs and autographies of artists is 

because of the increased Inierest in the. process of creation ajid the artist's 
environment. The lives of airtlsts are often regarded as exceptionally rich 
i!!i.nS!fn'^^''r''fK ^uf ,fo tf^eir reading may compensate for the 

monotony of the life of the "grey" man. Later on, naturally, this literature 
may provide material for myths and gossip, too. " / 

Th-e motivation of reading diaries and memoirs is similar to that of 
Deiles-lettreSv ' 

" *. 

Reading biographies and autobiographies supplies direct, almost com- 
plete knowledg*i of reality, yhich corresponds with the readers? desird for 
real knowled^ge of the more or less distant past.' In -certain cases the search 
for such knowledge means the aspiration to discover, to determine one's 
place In history. This holds good above all of those strata whose genealocical 
consc^ousnes^^ the awareness of their own descent rea^^h no further than 
two-three^^enerations back, hence reqently they still had.belonged to^the ■ 
culturally and "socially unprivileged classes. . * . 

/ Factual literature is less impersonal than scientific and educatibnal > 
literature, moreover, in mdny cases, ft depicts the activities of real flgur.es. 
concrete persons just like belles-lettres. Works of facfual literature supply 
behavior patterns, norms how to evaluate phenomena and facts which are 
Frequently more closer to the reader than the abstract problems of belles-* * 
lettres, / . . 
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^ . ' u mav bo absumedthat the reading of authentfc, valuable memoirs, 

bvoaraphteS iAa diaries Influences all the jhree factors ''e^di^^^^t^^f^, 
morrthan belles-lettres. Reading this-Uterary geare on t^e °ne hmiajtaeans 
?hdt the reader is dlssaUsfied with belles-lettres, on the other that these 
"Lorks melt the d1imands,of those who use books as ^^^f • %n' 

of faiual kiLrature i^repares the effective reading and understanding of.pop- 
ular science .and scientlfic'special literature as It were, 

. In positively appreciating the reading of the genre, iji q^iesti^- " 
must be re^rked thlt the restriction of readers' interests to this type of^ 
literature iJould not favour reading ciilture. ' , ° 

'. * 

ADDrriONAI^'sTATEMU^T _ . • 

Sd lar much has been told about manipulating the reader. In the 
Rotrf Bonse bUth6 word. Experimental results =^ow •^^"f'^f^"^^ 
f^a reading culture.. I agree with coUeaRuo Cochinescu yMo inslsto that 
' - r mo reading process the text itseU. the massage ha^ got a «remendou3 

.^gnuTca^co. U, my paper I «n speaklna but about reading some =^P«»1«1 - 
• - oTtexl. .thratraued biographical- autobiographical "J;°"'^; °^ 

- tp^on contact with auch Klnd^oJ Uterature has got a curious c«oct on . 
' ■ ■ ' habits, ^tatisdcal data gained Crom pubUaWng ^ous^s and pub^ 

• SS^leo prove the inunense UpOlwrOy cl such worics. A deploraWe Cact 
Wt b,S ^ery Uflh item Jrom among the world'o memoiteo and biography 
. ■ Utoraturcs^s Jboing published in, the sociaUst block. 
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HISTORICAL CULTURE - 
HISTORICAL READING MATERIAL 



In 1973 the Cabinet Coiincil of Hungary declared fhe "Pedagogical 
research serving the. development of public education" a main trend of nation- 
al research. , 

One of the basic questions of the research tr^nd - of which our in- 
vestigation forms a part - is the following: how school education and extra- 
curricular education can be connected in such a way that they could serve 
as basis for pennanent education later on? Therefore in our investigation we 
have analyzed interconnections between reading and culture collaterally Ih , 
groups of young people still at school /primarily industrial apprentices, aged 
15-17 /and young people who left school some years before /primarily skilled 
workmen aged 20-22/ • The s^ection of this stratum is justified also by its 
number in additipn to its social weight: in Hungary more than half of thfe pxt* • 
pils leaving primary schools attend industrial schools. 



THE ORGANIZAJION AND CONDUCT OF THE RESEARCH 

0 * 

' \ 

After the completion of the program and plan of research and the 
tentative survey, in October, 1973# questionnaire interviews were m^de with 
, 1200 persons. Their selection was random, from among Hbrary users. Their 
distribution is the following: 400 industrial apprentices /lathe operators, 
assemblers in the building industry, weavers agricultural skilled workmen/ 
and 400 young skilled workmen whose distribution is similar. Control groups 
are the following: lOO'grommar- school pupils, lOO-lOO administrators as 
well e^s intellectuals who took their final examinations at secondary schpols 
and 100 old skilled workmen. In our sample we strove for the proportional 
representation of persons from the capital, the cities and the villages. Cod- 
ing was completed in June, 1974. When this account is being prepared, the 
mechanical processing of data has already begun, howevei', we have accom* 
plished the manual processing of some Important indexes. We have examined 
the most important indexes of historical Imowledge and the reading of the 
bopks on the list in the case of the group of 12 x 100 persons and we have an- 
alyzed the data of one group /assemblers in the building indu^ty/ in movp 
detail. 
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Qvhntsf 
cepts 



- level of the laiowledge of, and abiUty to define, historical con- 

- the^.recognition of regularities in historical processes . 
«tn,^f , A 8^°'^Pi"g places the elements of culture on the concrete-ah 

- Rei-ognitipn /recollection of facts learned earlier/ 

of V,,,/ " ™" »-°»Pl«S ot fccts .„d d«,. /according „ giv„ pom,, 

oo„„,o„o„;IJ:;-»o'.±i-;[,^i-^^^^^^^^ 

We have considered as historical reading material everv work 

3ocL7s rSr: ^/-^°';i-l'-oJledS"LnT.l^w^f^S7^'^^^ed 
social stratt. /primarily industrial apprentices and young skilled workmen/. 

CI 

OUR ASSUMPTIONS AND RESEARCH' INSTRUMENTS 
Our starting-point, which seemed evidence, was thnt fn 

ne33 of histo^'cal -ariAg"ma^»^Ta^r^^^^^^ 
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?o«rt&To„rpSartly W^^^^^^^ - the survey of 

history^ prunariiy Imply the better recognition of the regularities of 

plot of tH workT^t^" iSr/reld " Th"« ^^"^ °f the 

mgto our\ss^m,pt^o? t£rinTerconlSn^^^^^^^ 
. the background b^ a more^getraiTSer 5fe"«^^ ^"^^^ 

rv and amm£7o "hrlo^Iufs^L"^^^ relation between interest in histo- 
tere^t in hiStoiTr does hot isow fnll^^ Present Our^ssumption is that in- 
the -social issu7s of the present f 11"^/^^ but^akes one open to 

such a type of interest In hi JVotA, u • k • ^°vever, that there is 

reading mateAiff'^SA is ?c™ZL h^^ a determined strypture of 
preseni problems. At the s^l fll * relative refusal to c^sider 

structure of readtafnitertris ^ccoZ^^f ^"^^ °^ ^ 
sent issues. In the LTrse of o^/reseS w^^^^^ T"^^'^ ^° P^^" 

characteristic structure of thpT»-^f.f . ^^j'-}^ ^° determine the 
stage of processta^f ""^^^^ "^'^'^"l types at a later 

lnvestlgSL?'^''^°" "^'^"^^ questionnaires has been in the centre of our 

of the i-^^^tV^t^'^y^^l^^^^^^ ^."^^ P-rts 

-LTere^^^d^^Sjrb^«m 
torical^eh^st^^^^^ 

interviewee fSpFyC'foTe^oUtl'e^htcS^I^ ''"^^'^^ were vs.d: the 
historical personalities were evirated Tftf^*'^^^''- ^he liames of eight 
graphies of one sentence ea^^^e^S^l; ^^o.^S. Sio^?.^ . 

ages of S^rrunX'he^rls^'em -i^e "^'^ t,'*^ "^^^"^'^^ ^'^^ --ri<«'« 
; in equal pro'po'rti'SirSo'th'e d?rf^ X^^^^^^^^ TltT, and foreign persons 
"\reading material with the fcnowlp5c,«^^pt!i» v different structiires of, 

that the proportioTof naLe^^rfudfd • possible. We saw to it 

should be equal Th^^ht^ f school-books 
kXledge is^odSe^U pr .^f 1°^^^^^^ to measure how'the structure of 

'paX fo^emSfp^fy S thf^o''^^^^ ^f,^"^ '^^^S 

whatlrple reading ^t^e^rpKta^irW^'?.."'''''^^^^'^ "^^'^ 
'Tcnbwledge of hereXr/. ^ ' °^ questions ig, called 

' sim^re idenfe|Son'^iZ?r4'/ n°t content with 

aS^e rep?ffiS:^ftooJSi\e R^?^^ "'^^'^ t»»^^°re 

and the World W^tt hS t^be^^u^S'* Bv°ir ancient world, 1848/49 
could take into consideration thrri^^ t^ * Prpcessing the question we 
the knowledge c^vZ^W^s<±JoKtlTl°^ ^ °^ "^'^ above ' 

original grotp^ of ^l^tj^^he c^Jaatv /o ' ^L^^ ^^'^^^'^ 

Matthias. the^LcondpaJt%°/5L^f5Tc'::^J,^^^^^^^^^^^ . 
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infer the capacity for forming a portraltTof an age. /By simplification this 
group of questions will be called "portrait of an age", hereafter/ . 

The comprehension of historical concepts and the capacity for their de- 
finition were measured by the reproduction and th^ original creation of defi- 
nitions. The interviewee had to define the following concepts in some^en- 
tences: "revolution" - "s^rf" - "democracy" - "internationalist" - "stteji- 
ttfic-technlcal revolution". In the analysis of the responses we criticised the~^ 
content features according to their positive quality /"correctness"/ ,^ the num- 
ber of positive content features /"rich content"/, the qua^y and quantity of 
negative content features /"mistakes"/ and the level of definition fropi the 
point of view of the nature of thinking /"linguistic-logical form"/. On the ba- 
sts of their totality we qualified the responses. /Hereafter: " conceptual 
thinking"/ . ' " 

The next group of questions "related to the original recognition of his- 
torical situations and the recognition of interconnections among the occxirren- 
ces through problem- solving thinking. Our question of the type "For what 
reason..." is the following: "For, whcit re'ason was fascism victorious in Ger- 
many and not in England?^* A question of another type: "Gutenberg.- Reforma- 
tion. Is there any kind^ of interconnection between them? If so,, what is it? 

The historical reading material was measured through the application 
of a list of 75 works. They were selected from among the most frequent 
pieces of reading of tlie examined stratum on the basis bf a preliminary sur- 
vey according to the .viewpoints of artistic forms described earlier. There 
were Hungarian and foreign authors alike. The interviewee had<to register 
the fqct of Treading - non-reading and the reason for approval -disapproval 
7 closed -ein'ded questions/. The 9pen-ended questions concerned the favourite 
subjects, favourite works, reasons for approval and expectations of litera- 



THE INTERCONNECTIONS DISCOVERED BY THE RESEARCH 
UNTIL NOW 



At the time of writing this summary the mechanical processing of data 
is still in progress, therefore 1 had to rely on data processed manually 
which explore the complete sample only from^theT point of view of the main iit - 
dexes and analyze the indexes of ond group of 100 persons /young assem- 
blers in the building industry/. One part of the discovered interconnections 
will be confirmed definitively only in the jpos^ession of all the du^ta, to which 
I shall always refer hereafter. * ' 

The first survey of the results justifies our preliminary assumption 
that the relation reading -"knowledge must l^e examined in homogenous groups 
since differences in the edu<^tional level and social situation may be deter- 
minative of both reading and knowledge. ' * 

The determinative nature of social sftuation is all the more pronounced 
in both fields if we jtotapose skilled workmen*of the same age and education- 
al level. Their order of succession is determined by the degree of the 
complexity of their w&rk. 

' ■■ ,120 ~ - . - 





— Average of 
read worlcs 


"Itoowiedgt 
of facta" 

/pajcw8o / 


■Portrait of 
an, age* 
_/max»16o/ 


*Aonctptuar 
thinking" 




Indua trial appren- ' 
tlo«8 /4oo perooas'/ 


18,8 


36,9 


63 ,1 


17,1 




young alcllled work- 
man /4oo ^eraona/ 


22, Q 




V 

64 .1 


17,7 




old akin.d worka<jn 
A 00 perffona/ 


21, Z 


5o,o 


71,1 


lgr9 




oecohdary-achool 
attidenta Aod peraona/ 


26,2 


58,9 


134,6 


* 26^1 




adrainlett^atlye workera 
with oecondary-echool 
leaving eertifioatea 
/loo peraono/ 




.68,3 


129,9 


24.5 



1* lathe operators 
/loo persona/ • 



a«aa .ork ;; ^o.iuj,u "OonopW- 
■ of taotB » ot an arf^« thlnklnff» 

• 82.1 ; 19.50 • 




In the case of workers In the ^\MjyVi^A..^i^ conatltuttng elements. 



The nuir :>f the ''Knovledge of 
read vozi^a ;max»75/ facts" 


"Portrait of 
an ase" 


"Conceptual 
thUiWiK?" 


The best 10 31 2 
The wdrst 10 , 17 J 3 


29,1 
17,9 ^ 


29,0 
15,8. 
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liero WQ get to one of our Initial Axestipns: to^^^^i^^,^'^^^,^ 
iirowih of raadlirg -accompaaied by the qualikativfe;- growth ol'tjie different ^ 
spheres of historical culture? The result of the tUiear correlation of the . 
group under burvey the follo\ying: I qij' 

Literacy - Knowledge of facts | nr( 

Literacy - Portrait of an age ^ | ^f^^ 

fiteracy - Conceptual ^thinking I u,do 

There are naturally also qualitative changes behind quantitative A 
changes because Quantitative changes are.a(^companied by an inner change 
of the structure of residing material. 

The structure of the reading material is characterized partly by 
identity, partly by difference. 

The structure of historical pieces o\ reading contains numerous 
characteristic mutual feiitttfes in different groups of young people- ■For fa- 
cilitating comprehension we must go back to fche region of sources of histor- 
r^l reading iLerial. The strong .effect of rcfmantic /juvenile/ works deter- 
mines the selection of historical rc^ing matVial for, long. It seems >«;e have 
not met such identical start, such identical eihotionally motivated ^^^<^\^ 
anv field of reading material. It seems that thb development of readers is 
precisely the rts,. abo^e this one- sided effectt from romantic ^^scrtPf on to 
a more realistic description, from fiction-oribnfation to fact- orientation, 
from emotional to rational, ihe reading mateifel of those on higher levels of 
" historical culture is characterized precisely W advance on this way while 
the backward hreaewe the modebof basic piedas of reading and seek for 
works in compliance with the model deriving h orn romantic and favourite Ut- 
erlmre. U foll<^s^from this that tl^e difference must not be sought for prtma- 
rily in the change in Uterary value but in the c hange in the structure of the 
artistic forn^ of reading matter. 

A characteristic feature of the structiir^ of reading of persqns^ 
v^th poor historical culture is the nearly complete lack of intellectual mod- 
em works" using description through transmisWion. The difference is even 
* more characteristic when we examine the motives to reading. 
' > 
It seems likely that the level of cultur i has the strongest correlation 
with the motives to reading though it is to be ccjofirmed by our future .(^Icu- 
lations yet. 



• In summary , the group of young skillet 



m summary, me group ui jtwwi^b ' ^ ^ 

ly hiah level of historical culture is accompanic d by a relatively great inter 



workmen where the relative- 



^ firs^ of all they approach a 
^t the. same time th^ read more 



est in reading can be characterized as follows 

book differently, even if it is the same book. ly ~- 

and this surplus tends to rise above the naive-i^mantic historical descrip- 
tions, partly towards reaUstic and factual Uter^iture, partly towards Intel- 
lectual works utilizing transmission,. 



PERMANENT CULTURE AND REAtm^G 



• . The question to be resolved is the follo|w'ing 
historical culture change after school-leaving,, 



In what direction does 
^how the requirement^ of the 
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l^^SL^eTa^^^^^^^^^^^^^ -/ ^y^^ role .oes re.<Un« p^, 

facts a Jti^°th!!Te ttdl^'^flS'^ort^^Vr^.^ "^-^^S^ 

Correct recognition of hl'«o°rtX^|^L'ut7er'"'" /recognition/: 
Indu.trtiF°Sre"ntILT"^^^ P^"-^' "^-^Z 

. iki^l SS^^^ ^^ore- : : : : ; ; ; ; : ^ 

a differe^^.'rit'totu^^^/Ji^r^^^^^^^^ ''S" 1^' enriched « 

greatest extent. Going ba™ thelil^rtri n^'l^^^^ recentlj. grows to the 
had left sci^pol decreases gradually. ^ advantage of those who 

, t-nuences^rd^^JfeaTS'^^ir.^eV^^^ ^ °^ -<=^1 

knowledge in school-books m^e 'si^^ti^Sy^to'thT;^^^^^^^^^^ 

trait' of tl Zl w^^'SquVes'SoVi^V^ ^F"'^^^ f°r reproducing the por- 
to the knowlflgeTevenTs g"o.^"f^^!^:?5,^=r '^^ "'^^'^'^ ^ contradiJian 
over it fades c^t. In the sollt^T^V^Ts^Tsk thtrr*^^ '° 
thtf possession of surnluq inFo^»M "*^^-^?sk this reduces the advantaoe of 
we raise the reaLr ^i"„f .Tp^ of ma"^^^^^^^ ''^ mass a&dia. /In thf «se 
reasons/. Our assumption is rl^orLT^l^ Practical 
required the seeing together of hSn^. 1 """re so by the replies which 
interconnections a'pSa:^^. 21 ofl^ a'/o? ' observation of 

sun^tion^Th^alTo^r rvit^^^^^^^ ^e Sen^VoS^'^ ^^'-J. 

Ilrtd^rr^g-sX^^^^^^^^^ 
, interest in individual ages of hi^tv x, ;f°T ^'^- "°^^X^r, the receivers' 

^r^pTeVieXc^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ceptance «radV-cJli^f in^o^^^^^^^^ 

to .olve'^L'^tLT^th'^^re^oUeLfc;;; '^'^^'"^ °^ infor^W itself is not enougf 
greater activity tR-e reco^W^i /^^ re<pXesf 
abstraction. ^' ^^"SPltic^v o( interconnections, and a certain deg^e of 

the development' oTSflmr^" ffter s"42of '^''^•i'^"^ t^"^^ reading p'lay in • 
scribed probleiff39 O^^e 1^3, J of^h» J 7 t'^e^vl'ewffttlnt ,of 4£e de^l ^ 
tailed suWey /^ be ce^irmed ,«/pr / " "u"" '^'^^^'^ """re de- " ^ 

tng differs from tl^t J^^C^^^^ ^^7' thatlhe behaviour of r6ad-« ■ ' 

gioral. It is tr^'^^that te Lr^^^^ • \ 

the growth" of factual knowle^Le /0 17? °^ ""f I'^S ^! correlated with 

L^nowfidgi- fi:tsT^^- 
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- Our assumption is reinforced by the examination of the capacity for 
the definition^ of historical concepjs. This capacity practically stagnates in 
the iroixg that had left school. \ 

' The knowledge and discernment of historical concepts ^Jj^t^^e capac- 
itv tor their definition consequently do not develop under the laflu^e ot - 
mass com«iunications in general. At the sarn^ time^this capacity is iftv^ery 
close correlation with reading*/ correlation: 0,5d/. 

# ^ ■ 

I In summary, we can stat^^hat Treading plays a special role m the 
permanent acquisition of knowledge after school- leaving. While in the case 
of age groups that had left school the degree of efficiency of cultural im- 
pulses influencing them generally decreases in going ^^^'^ ^^.^^i.^^^" 
ledge to abstraction, a precisely opposite trend is pbsei^vable in reading ac-,, 
cording to our measurements. Therefore, if culture after school-leaving is 
to be suc<*essful.ih every sphere, its strategy must take this particular im> . 
■ portance of reading into consideration. 



ADDITIONAL STaTEMEKT^ 

A lot of -SI ^9 caJJs attention to the fact that the situaUon for 
- analyzing historical works became jdst ripe in our days. Earlier approaches 
railed to succeed. Historians and educators regard such Works as watered 
Justory textbooks; mel of letter>, regard them as coloured literary textbooks. 
There m a claim, therefore, for a new approachi frorft a sociological point, 
of v/tev. It must be made clear that these works not only effect the reading 
f.rocess, bt.t have a role in sociAliz% processes as weU. They mean 
slenpinci- stones that may be exccj^ed. It is quesUonable if they are^non- 
ficition on L^UetrisUc works? Loolong' at their function, the dUemma is false. 
This type of reading is in fact a' primordial' germ ceU. where each compo- 
r»ent can stiU be found. When its traditional form, the rdrtiantic historical nov- 
el n.«de Its appearance the writer was stiU a master of the whole nation. 
He uas leiiinu tales, teaching, educaUng. H^ told Ughl stories, flave exact 
kr.owledae, tdught thinking. The unit^f split bJt. much later,- Readings perform 
a l iKrue activities at once, theVefore. I suggefet th..t^ the term "primordial 
aorm CPU" -IS better than "tvidge*-. Thus yve ,gef * closer to the functior>al role 
oi this type of riding. A characteristic fact that laeople, being ^^d • ' 
about their favoOrit^ readingsn generally name uorks of that-sort. We rfiust. 
therefore. thorou^fuUy ' invesUgaleMhat life- long experience. ttXwas a Hungar- 
ian historian who called atte ntion to the fact • that the by and I^ sirnUar 
hisloricU. rate of Ea^ Eur'opean* nations created similar naU^j^^ historic 

. .tal literature. The experience ^ of historical | fate- a/fects not oniy th^reafion. 
but tl.e 'reception of work as welK The mAst favourite reading of Hungarian 
.Children is the story of the siege of a (o/trdss. Questions of life and death 
emertie sc. ence stopping the Turkish invasidn was existpnUal for the 
N^lgy^^s. Wow compleiely different a world is depicted in Mark T^valn•s The 
Pnhce and the' Pauperl OWioOsly, ther^ is no Ufe and death in ^juestion, 
but some social problems. ^lnvestit?ation of .historical works can give all df 
Lis new and valuable points of view. » 




ANKUDOWICZ; Janusz * 



THE BOOK IN THE PROCESS OP TH£ 
POPULARIZATION OF SCIENCE ^ 



Owing to the great importance of the problematique the fraJnework of 
our expoipiding must be detemjined. 

1 regard the popularization of both knowledge and sciences as an ex- 
tensive social task and perspective. I shall discuss the phenomena and facts 
.which corroborate the justification of popular science books, non-fiction 
within reading. I shall lea^e the highly qualified speciaUsts and intellectuals 
.o\it of consideration since books are theiif. indispensable working tools. 

Essentially I have made use of data provided by publiil libraries.^ 
The elucidation, the 'dear-cut definition of certain concepts is indispensable 
to the mutual exchange of opinions* " t 

In the first place the definition of the concept o*f popularization must 
be attempted at: for the time being there is no comp*«hens£vB study in Poland 
on the elucidation of the process of the popularization of s<;ience. Seemingly 
still we know very little about popularization,^ though we'are conviaergd of Its 
necessity. The essential elements of thfe mechaulsm'of popularisation have 
not been elucidated, the Social framework within whidh the papular science ' 
books funq^ion have not taken shape yet,, tHe stiriag br 'impeding factors of 
the interest in the "book of science" and the *'book of work" have not been 
analyzed. '"Sy/ - 

, In most cases pp^arizing activities are not carried out pn the ba- 

sis of regularities, elaborated in the course of investigations, but according 
to personal experiences and tndividtial convictton's. 

As far as 1 am concerned, I-is^gard {)opula:]^ation as'^he extensive 
process bf the social objectivilzation of science. Popularization is a complex 
of various operaticsns and pr^amzdtiona^rmeasures directed at somebody who 
may not be (Jet^rmined unaniriic^stjr; Namefy the addressee is^the geographi- 
cally scattered a^d socially lietjexrbgenbus population the individual members . 
of which have different cultural skilly dnd are at different levels of the read- 
ing of literary texts. The Ji^ceisHty*of the differentiation of popularization 
and the propagatidn of cen^ttal khowledge follow from this. In recent years 
the opinion according,t6 which, jpcroiilarization is necessary for scientific . 
workers as well is frequently e^cpr^ 

^ The distand^ between knowledge acquired by spe£ialists and those 
working in different scientific fields is growing, hence it is. unconditionally , 
hecessary to carry,, out popujarization and the propagation of general kabw- 
ledge at several levels r i.e. at scientific, higher medium andl>asic level. 
Given the book as thfe tpgl/ it is necessary to operijite with different literary 
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materials, « ^ ' 

Also the ilefinition of the popular science book may raise difficulties. 
Results achieved in the field of science reach the circles of society in sev- 
eral ways and most various^ forins, ^ J 

» As objects, x:hey join in the work, professional activities, home 

life and cultural value system of man in material form. They may appear in 
the form of simple formulas, they may be the results of scientific researdi' 
which may influence h\iman intellect. Science is a contest with reality, it 
means learning to knidw the world. Such cognition may concern any field of 
macro- ahd micro.cosmos-. v 
) • 

1 -should like to introjiuce the term "non- fiction". Namely,^ it was 
found l>n the course of our studies that great differences exist in tlie intensity * 
of various types of works th&t thje separation of "non-fiction" seemed an ab- 
solute necessity. This category is extremely wide, it embrace 5 the gt^feat . 
variety of most various books /informative and encyclopedic publications, 
popular treatises on philosophy, soci9.l science works, natui^l science pub- 
lications, reportages, memoirs etc./. They are works of different values at 
different levels of complexity. The enumerated works arouse vai^ous kin^s 
ol interests 'and reactions orf the part of the readers. The category "non- 
fiction" is controversial from the point of view of classification since it is 
too general and all-embracing and its boundaries are not quite clearly out- 
lined. Still we accept ' this term in oxir research for the. works belonging 
here are unified by a certain common feature: generally these wopks refer to 
something ottfer than belles-lettres, the groups of their adherents are organiz- 
ed on different be^sic prin^ples. ' , 8-- * 

A number of publications treat the role played by science . It is often 
talked of as an objective forc^ independent of our individual intentions, which 
affects life, while other regard it as humami will cutting life in motion, 
changing 'the ^environment ai^d influencing |fie development of man and society, ^ 

ThS scientific and tchnical revolution ii a chancte for us, however, 
at the same time a threat, a hope andi. danger a3 wellV Today it is hot our 
task any more tp cAjl attention to this ambl valence. Sdenae must be taken' 
down from its high piedestal and it mUst reach the great irtasses of the people* 
To put it more exagrtly, we are interested in the implementation of this pro- 
cess through the intermediary of the book. Consequently, we must exai^iiiie 
the factors wl\i'ch hinder or promote the e|jectiveness of this process. When 
we examine the popularization of s deuce and within this the role played by 
'the book, it is wortH calling attention to some featwes, more exactly to take 
stock of existing contradiction^. anSb^roblems. The first one4fs the speciali- 
zation of scientific disciplines in high degree. The language of sd^ce is a 
specialized language understood only by '^ few, mathematical methoqN. which 
are frequently used, the formulas are difficult to tinder^stand, thci problem- 
atique does not give rise to associations ia the experience of the rfiteivers. 
Hpnce it is obvious that interest in popular scM&ice books of high standard is 
hard to arouse.-s 'fv 

Mfiny people have antipathy to the "intervention" of science in human 
life. A favourable social environment must b^ ensur^ to iM poptCLarlzation 
be meaninafui and effective.: Environment is shaoed hf coalition,, learning, 
education and training Prof.gogdan Suchodolski* s view or this problem i4 
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.and the costs mvblved are inrn^f^fki '^^^ ?^ ^he efforts made 

more attentipn"sroS?be paS t^^^^^^ 

ence-.the drdulation of >^ork^ of "nonJfiction^t^^ ""^'"^^ ^"'^ 

mcations'S^LkVlTcavr^^^^^^ llfe^re^e^li^^T^^ '^^S^- "l-l- 

dusive concentration on Ac?ion7s^J,iL?nf nl ,°^ ^''k^''*^ ^l'^"' 

level whose sets of cuftW irbi^s l^e'^irett educational 

dwellers iXi^^rrXg^rtS ^(p— °^ <=^ty 

tion of th^pSLlh^° frcJSi°"^Tl^''^^ '^"^^^y stratlfica- 

non-fiction^is fou^'t^i^Ser^^fann^^^^^^^ T^^l^T''^ ^'^^ 

lowest q JSiLTi;^ /L'^SL'^^i^erf ^ ^^'^ . 

functional instrument of a^otanon lnlli^l^ constitute a 

est in educational KTe^atW^shors^lZ K^^^^^^ inter- 

wJif^a^';"Ji%V;'!^''j'''J^'"' taierest. mst be touched 
eractin. read^?™!?.?!;, ,S ?Ji ' ' '=°^"' " 8««™ntee for «t- 

«.ed "the evflSri the «eimon 'r^"" °' >»"«=-l«"«s Mght ie 
provided ^, the n.ce^.t%7S»e°^SLf SSScS^fJkVi^^^^^^ 

<o ol te7^d^^e^^??or*4S.X°e^^^^^^ 



drawing final c^clusicLsr ° ^"""^P' ""^"^ ^"^^^"^'^ ^ 
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ments. But it is not so. simnle direct, intuition-prompted and 

..human existence because it aPP^t^Vf^fTtS^ o^Sr Vori^ -however, it re- 
^£ot thought-over humaa reactions to the su^To^^ spirit in Vesfiirch. 

nuires --all's effort cmic sm,^^^^^^^^^^^ of^ar- 
' fSeTandrthTa r^eteit'^'p'po'eslany natural inclinations of.the.human ^ 

life."' ^ V ■ 

priate level must be qreated. . _ 

■ • The receivers 'are formed above all by tile school. "The research re- 
vealedTh'at7mirw"h%lement.ry^educ«ion^^^^^^^^ an insignificant. 

• part of a given content, only somi fragments of the text. 

H^r*. a similarly sicnificant tiuestion, the styUstic problematique of 
' the text" o^'o^S S/nc^w^^^^^ --s up. So far this problem has not 
been analyzed at the appropriate Uvel. 

R^>*r1ino is that tvpe of cultural behavipur which leads to the very ^ 

reading matter, ' . 

The evaluation of the effectiveness of the propagation of culturd - 
values poLts tothe disproportion between efforts made and t^e resuU^^a- 
Seted^ ms proportion is noticeable in the under-utilization of the collec- 
tions of Polish public libraries. . • 

Non-Rction plays an important role in the collections of libraries, it 
consUt^te'^s ^.^^32 percent oFthe complete stocks. The nim^ber of non-fiction 
*books borrowed increases constantly, from 8 percent in I960 to 17 percent 
to 1972. ThTprqcess was almost identical in urban and-rural libraries . . 

However, the data do noftestlfy un^vocally to ^^e Interest in sci- 
entific Uterature. However, it may be conMmed that the use of the collec- 
tibns of non-fiction is still unsatisfactory. 

C5ur studies revealed that 10 percent of adult readers in s-all-town . 
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ADDITlOh/AL STATEiyiEm' ^ " 

In my p<^por I deal uilh the rolo of the? popular sci^ynti/Jc lilora- 
lure as royoajod |n ihv process of science popular^zaUon/ Above oli* I am 
mleroaled in the <?5^tont of the phenomenon. tnvesbciaUon cf creQUnQ books 
bocomea only ppaprble after having determined the C^horaJ charactertatiVa * 
of ^popularization ^ such, t must emphaoizo three factors: 

% ,^ -•There! IS a^ .'rowing gap betiween professional literature oa road" 
* hy experts and th ■ scientific culture of the Society; 

- In our days the a^^ly la much more ear or to receive sciern 
tific inforrnalion: • 

- The book is a specific mee^s ci InformaUon lU science popi>- 
lanzaUon; its actual effect depends both on the readers* prepa- 

, » ration and th.o' stylistic value of the works in question. / 
In Pulis^i libraries some JO percepts of the total holdings Jro 
non-.rdtion. Lendint? .rate is about 17 percents. 40 of neu popular scientific 
books ..re not all asked for, or at best one such work is borrowed annu- 
ally. In a new irtdustriQl centre however, 40 percents of the new non^fic- 
•tion are asked for. Thus, use may be highly different, Popular scienUfM 
books have a stronger . strata creating effect on the pubUc than fiction 
readings; c^mon^ inquirers of that kind, therefore, there are qreater differ- * 
f>nct»s ,n oJturol ,level. The role of popiJar science has not yet explored 
in professional extension- trJi^nin^. Our investu^aUons show that those reading 
popiUar sciewce moneroliy atttun faster development than those re/idind ex- 
ciusivoty fiction. ' ^ „ B 

*L Readers* interests di«er in the various types <?f .popi^ar spience 

The most frequented tyj.e is the so-caUed boundary fiterati^re, meaning mem- 
tnre^. ^b.oerapiues. autobiographies, ett. Second in importance is the advisory 
litorature. the ^Do it yourseir series. .General works are among the least 
soii^iht. ^ . 

The main orientation of" our research is as foUows: analyzing sci- 
entitic needs; a stylisUc survey of the works; possibilities of increasing the 
offect exercised upon the reader. . „ » 

• . , ■ * » 
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ON XJSE OF NON-FIQTION IN THE PUBLIC LIBRARIE^ . 
OF THE GERMAN DEMOeRATiq REPUBUC 



I. lNTI?;qDUCT10N 

ft r 

" The facts and conclusions we want to rept*esent are the partial results 
of an inquiry which should disclose information on the population' s demands 
for literature and services in stfifte pitblic libraries, \ 

/ • *^ * . 

The investigation" of the demands for literature formed the basis. The- 
loaning of literature is the main purpose of users - whereas making available 
and circuLatilig^the literature is the principal task of tke library.. Thereby it 
specifically contributes to the satisfaction and ever ridher display of intel- 
lectual ^nd cultural requirements, which are charact^iustic of universally 
-educated and creative personalities in "socialism. For irtsMnce more and * 
Diiore people striV^ to part ic^s^e actively in the planning oF Socialist democ-' 
facy, to master production by iMMasingly creative intellectual activlty^and 
to obtain high genejral-and speci^Uz^deducaltion^necessary fof it and to " 
broaden their knowledge continually. Wiequlrements fbj: spientiific insights In- 
to the general laws of nittH^ and society, for aesthetic e^eriences and pre- 
'ative artistic activities, ^ra^janal spare time planning and jentertainment are •* 
growing. All th^sfe reciuiremertt-a^manifest themselves in the library as dif- 
ferentiated demahds for literaturq^By a planned and continuous acquisition 
policy the conditloms are fulfilled In the publif^ libraries in the GDR for 
satijsfying the diffe^ntiMed demahds for literature. An accurate analysis of 
the demands for litfen^ture raised in th^ library an^ the actual Use of stocks 
Is by all means necfessary for the acqmsition of books and the improvement -of 
the methods of information and the supply of books, in a more' convenient way 
to users.' . , . • 

' Previous detailed^investigations had alxfeadv' tried to draw users' in- 

terests knd requireirients from obje#s ahd contents of literature. The pre- 
sent investigation intended directly to find out th6 demands that Originate 
\mder different conditions of learning," working and living of, the people, by 
inquiring about the purpose of use in connection wtth each loan. 

In the questionnaire including also personal data in addition ^the 
cretording ofc Che title, various kinds of purposes of the use "had bee^re- 
conceived. Its actual marking showed whether tfte borrowed book was 
needed; » 

• - for meeting the demand that had grown immediately from social « 
requirements, e.g. education, profession, or . ^ . . ^ 

- for meeting the demand that had risen more expressively from the - 
Individual requirements of tKe people's life and spare time planning/differ- ' 
ently motivated interests in regard to the voluntary improvementVof know- 

/ 



ledge, the training of practical faculties and sRlUs; requirements for aes- 
thetic experiences, entertainment and relaxation. 

• ' The factual material obtained In this vay. gave InfoxTnaUon on the fol- 
lowing: . , 

' \^f^,^ oodal demand for information of different duaUty is broucht 
to the public libraries. ^ ^ asi- 

""^"^1 - vftat Kincl oi: literature is suited for meeting this demand, 
and ' 

- Uterature is used by the various grpups of the population, 
in thig case those partial results will bo in^'thc centre of interest 
that (;haracte^:ize the use of non-Hction tn public librarle^^ind may lead to 
conclusions for Improving library work with individual groS^of literature. 



2. SURVEY OF LOANS ANP DEMANDS FOR 
LITERATURE BROUGHT TO PUBLIC Li- 
BRARlES 

During the period of investigation the users borrowed 3 books per 
!JS o/^^/ average. The proportion of non-fiction in the total loona , 
*7SfO03/ amounted to 33,2 j^^rcent. Borrowed non-fiction was composed of 
the following groups: 

A w i T i . '1 * Percentage 

A Marxism- Leninism ^ ' 2 0 

B Economy y economic sciences 4'l\ 

C. Political sciences, jurisprudence and ' 

military sciend^s .39 

D History and contemporary history S'S 

E Philosphy, ^religion ^ . 1*9 

F Psythology-, pedagogics, educational ' 

system , d ^ 

G Physical culture and sports, games 4 7 

H Science of literature and linguistics . y * 4*3 

K Fine arts and aesthetics 9*9 

L Geography and ethnology, records of travels 12 ! 4 

M Mathematics, cybernetics ^ 2 1 

N Natural sciences 10*4 

O Public health, medixdne r 4*0 

T, Technology 20 ,'5 

W Agriculture and forestry 4 1 

X Housekeeping ?'l V 

Z Universal and general " 2 '4 

' K • 

' \, ♦ . ^ 100,0^^ 

This division corresponds to the main classes of the classlfiaition 
system obligatory .for the public librartes In the GDR, which unites the in- 
dlviduaV titles Into groups according to the' treated subject or the field of ' 
science respeaively. At the same time this stinicture'^pplies to the arrange- 
ment of literature on the opeii 'access shelves. ' • 

For everybody who knows something about literature it is obvious 
that the shares of the individual classes of literature cannot be compared 
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Starting from the publishing trade, the libraries have at hand a 5up- 
\- ply that is very divergent in the individual groups >vith regard to extent ac- 

cording to subject and the expected demand of society, ^ 

„ ' ^ We may state that the group "Technology" ^as a prominent place, in 

" * the total process of use, it has pushed literature on "Geography and ethnol- 
ogy, and books of travels" to the second place as against former Investiga- 



tions, 



The* fact that already few ^oups of Uteratur(i - T, L?, N, K and-D'- 
form the essential part as regards the use of the total stock einphasizeb the^ 
necessity of further inquiry so as to attain differentiated statement's on the 
importance and function of the less used literature, too,,. . * 

* ' V ' . ; " 

Borrowed noqi- fiction served in general to satisfy different needs: 
/I need the book for: , * IP 

6 ~ R.er<;6ntag^ 1 

- lessons in a scliool of general education ^ ^9-^ ^ 

- professional training ' • ^ ^ • a'^ * 
. - vocational school * ' f '1 * 

- collfege s v'^" . ' Vn ' 

- professional work . , , ' ' . 

- current professional information^ ' . 3/3. ' 

- social activity ' ' - . '''^'^ * '-^ 

- Interest in the author * < - ' ' - . / 

^ -interest in the literature of the country T „>• • ' ^ ♦ . 

* In question t \ .3,3'* » .^* 

- interest in the subject ^ - " * 

- merely for reading ^ - . * , ** ' * 
^- expert interest'^ *..•*'* " \ ^^'o^ * 

^- practical work /hobby/^ ' ♦ ' . '17,0 

But thg lower proportion of non- fiction /36, 7 p.c,/ is useifor purposes di- 
rectly rising from professional vbrk or instruction, The^ higher proportion , 
served' - as much as fiction - Varioiis needs of peri&onal life and spar^ time 
planning, in the first place tlie voluntary improvement of kno>yle4ge and skills - 
in the most various ftelds, A sfedfic t^sk of public libraries 1^ to supply ^h,^ 
users .with suitable literature of different kinds. In this respect it differs ^ ^ 
from the other types. of libraries since e,g. special Hb;raries primarily sup- 
ply a, limited clientele with specialized non-fiction fbr th^ performance of 
certain tasks, • , ' * * a ' 

Nevertheless the shail'e of "use for professional pur^o^es andneduca- ^ 
tion seems to be too low. Ttiese demands ykll definitely grow in the lotig run, 
depending on tlie continvially growing* ed^ucationalj requirements in all ^rofes- • 
,sional fields and the enlargeuien^t of library stocks by apprdpnate literature. 

We have taken also the^fac^ into consideration that professional " 
people buy frequently used non-fiction to a larger e^ctent so as to have it ' ^ 
const^antly ^t their disposal, " ' ^ *> 

On the contrsary students dep^nd^ more heavily on librarie? /49,3'per-.^ 
cent of all the users under survey/, ^ ' . . 
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tioaed hl'nV«1!Jf«^^'' question to ^hat extent the demand for Utcrature condl- 
twned by profession and education Is met bv other HhmrHoo of '^n'^- 
aducartonal institutions. To ans,^er ttr extTnlSrinve^^Ho^^^^^ 
sarif In connection >»dth trade union and special Ubrarie^ 

3. ON, THE ABILITY OF THJE INDIVIDUAL 

GROUPS OF LITERTATURE TO SATISFY 
VARIOUS AIMS OF USE 

Starting from the reali?;ation that literature in its tn^flHtv aa^oo 
US vario^ ^^i' f'^^rS^ in detail It satisfie/manlfoW LCSlVec^^^^^ 
its various contents, forms and kinds of representation, thetnve^Mtion 
was aimed at gaining insight into the ways and posaibilities ofih«%^ic, ' e 
J^rrr '""'^^ ^^"'^P^ °^ ^^--^-^ Bp^claUy 'iSuble \o^m^Slpe°cLl 

T^Ki» /■^H?'™^'^f*^ '^^^f °^ '^^^ ^ individual groups of Uterature /Cf ' 
Table.! of the supplement/ sh(?w that - di sregarding a feV exceoti^s »11 thl 
groups had been used for all purposes. From^he poi^t of\?ew^ffc^iU- 
,the groups predominantly used for individual purposes tiiBfot«lhf^^n^^7 
can be classified into three complexes: Pu^°ses, the total Uterature 

, 1 • Lltesature that primarily meets problem-oriented demands"'/nrn 
fession and education/. Literature on the social scleSes M BF/ /iT 
moreover the groups F, H and M belong, here . ^'^^'^^^ ' ^' ^' ^1 
™=„jo ^"^^■•at^e that meets both problem- oriented and spare time de- 
mands. The groups D, N, O, T and Z belong here. ^ time de- 

J. Literature that primarily meets demands resultino from ■mni-o Hm-» 

, In addition to content, the subject treated, in manv cases the nunlitv 
^atlTs tt:?'^%7''tVK«- '7^^' ^^^^S^^t of Z ISbject or^iCs^ 

his need TA.^fh^I^^^" ! ^^"^^^""^ '° l>°rrc«..a c^ertain book to satisfy 

ri Jnt^nJ t ^ experience that as ^.rule these forms of rep- 

resentation are^mainly preferred which are generally comprehensible and 

ue^^d \w";^^."l^^Vr' neglectLg tlJI, informatlo:S''val- " 

In ••T,!^. « li , ^ "^^^ drfferencea in the groups of users, any expert 

t^e^^er hind ^ f^^"" knowled^at the sam4 ^^e! O^ 

.^A i^if « ' '^^^'^ demands are made on literature needed for profession 
f^P^ '■^^r'^.f representation: it must give Uie nece^ 

sary information to the "^ert" as eTAciently as ppssible. to this co^l^on 
at^^re '^.*,?c^'^" ^ e.g. whether thfrepres'entaX is^^"" 

at future experts, permanent education; practice or tlie research worker; v 

.K-> ^ Without ha^g the Intention to anticipate- spedaUzed investtgatton of 
.in/^'^f °n ^"'^ ^^^^^ literature /which v^ll hdVe to examine acSSl 
^.ii U= u suppositions and. conditions of Individual reception/, the 
results make possible an insight into the different uses of the Uidlvldml 
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groups of literature which is of Importance for making available a|d propa- 
gating them. 

The literature used primarily lor spare time purposes, ^^^^^^^^^^^ 
.sregar^/f%as haslt^^^^^^^^^ 

the Ivatlon of sports and games, guides to many questions of house- 
kee^a Xdi we need not ilWstrate by examples of the tales. In addition to 
^hM rSture on sports Infcludes a number of Instructive repo^ pU:- 
torial news reportages of Important sporring event , and popular kin€s of 
sports which auraa a number of spoits-faus give information and at the . 
same time entertain in Ulce manner as fiction "merely f-or reading . 

AUo the literature on, fir^e arts, geography^nd ethnology mcl^d" 
a areat number of titles which attract a large circle °f "^^^^/'^'i /i^f^, ■ 
nt^erous requirements to understand art, to" educate the readers and to let 
ThTm le'arn thlnes worth knov.-lng from foreign tbuntries and ways- of Ivlng. 
£ Tompariso, to t^^^ use of fhls^lterature , d^aracterized by Rational spare 
ImTXnnlnR. task-oriented usage essentially steps back, for which there 
are also sSble laformatlon-oriented and objective worRs m the stock. 

Similarly It Is the case In the group of "Agriculture" and sodal 
science LU^ratui-e on "PoUtical science, Jurisprudence and military sci- 
ences^' The poor usage of agrtcultural literature for professional P"n>°s" 
may"; a2^°ed for fhe llbr^es In the sample - -^--'^^^["^^^'^X^l . 
cise of "hobby use" popular titles on Indoor and garden plants as ^'eu as \ 
Sn-orlented ani.nkl and hunting stories lnc;luded In in this g^°"P;'^8^^J^ 
relev^°rAlso wiX the Uterature on political sciences, jurisprudence and 
miUtl^ s^ences the predlminant ^r.age for 'spare' time purposes Probably 
aipUeYtrt a part of the titles asse^led here, shown by the heavy demand on 
criminal reports. 

" With* primarily task-di»lented literature, used for profession an4 
education It is obvious from the subj ect treated that the titles ol the group 
■ Sema ' t lL" Tre diaracterized by a firmly objective and abstrdct repre- 
sentatfrand therefore as a rule are of less co^icern for satisfying Spgre 
ttoe ln°erests With the remaining groups the one-sldedness of use or 
ta^k-oriented purposes cannot be ^.uU.factory . Thi. especially aPPU=s to 
the gr^ps "Marxism- Leninism" and ''Economy". .Provision for basic social 
scicncTllterature for study In colleges and technical schools as well as 
Sools of genial and professional education plays an f portant role in 
pXc libraries. Moreover It Is used for "social activity" in a higher de- 
aree Thus u m^ets requirements for the discussions of ideological and po^- 

S'l quest ons in collective bodies, e.g. in -°-^-S-°X.'?^n^doJ 
andmass oraahUatlons. In future investigations it must be found out 
Whether the relatively poor Indlvidual use of the social science group can be 
^ accounted Jorb^^the^foUo^^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^ titles genef ally 

accessible in the library stock, 

- other sources of supply are resorted to, ^«^r.r^« 
-in the production of literature the elaboration of- generally comp^ 

hensible instructive Uterature on the basic questions of society is not sui- 
• ficiently taken into consideration, ^ • 
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biology .„d for studV at JIZlaTSS f.^; '"T'^' cho.lstrjr, 

p=?:fo';*£^.^'„~-HS 

be available for the Derforiianc*. of < subject -oriented quality must 

also such lUeraWe ifheSfor th/r™°'^H 'r^'^'^ for instruction but 
sible and serves the 'i^ploJemlt o^Lo^e^gl ^^^^^^^^^^^^^ comprehea- 
encesand P-motes the development of ft^Ts^o^^ 'cSsl^ 



ON THE USE OF LITERATURE VARIOUS PROFESSIONAL 
GROUPS 



pupils /3S Spiremi !; IiIVk. ? °' '!« foUo«liig, 

72 S pef i° f/ / 5 1 '''i;°*-n<»lon/, woi-ker, .„d employees 

Th.V^^eroK=5'Sf;by'£'XX'eJ2f^^^^ 

■ - ^^^^^^^ 

pi;^i^/'^fp%^sS^^SgT.^'&^ 

^ - studeAts and apprentices. ' 7 

i intelligentsia^- ' - * 

P ' " - students, intelligentsia, pupits o ' - - 

> * students. Intelligentsia . \^ 

cupations t^^^ oll^^^in'g^Z^^^^^ ^°-P-e ti.. oc 
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G - o pupils^ apprsutlces, I.e. young users 
L * p^iisiqhers, i.t. the pldest users 

X \V ' - house\irives, wo * v.. employees, pensioners 

c' K - workers /mploye Ac/ and Intelligentsia /K/ 

* slightly ahead of the other groups. 

Within the complex of llteraturie likewise task-oYiented and used 
for spare time reading yotrng people afe predominant ais follows: 
X • . - apprentices /task-oriented use/ an4 pupils 

/spare time use/ 

/Jhe proportion of pensioners Is strikingly low/ 
E ' - pupils /The proportion of students ilB very low/ 

D ^ pupils, students /the proportion of apprentices is low/ 

Contrary to these results, the literature on medicine and public 
health was mainly used by housewives and pensioners. Without doubt here it 
is not the question of special literature but popular- science titles numerous- 
ly represented in this group, e.g. guidance in the healthy way of life, baby - 
care and nursing, the J?Ughtly outstanding use by apprentices /middle grade 
medical" personnel to be/ on the contrary points to the necessity of suitable 
'special literature in public Ubrklries. The supply of physicians, medical stu- 
d^fents and research workers with special literature will be the task of special 
libraries also in the future. 



5. SUMMARY OF THE EVALUATION AND CONCLUSIONS 

1- ' * 

The investigation was not primarily aimed at finding out the extent 
to which the individual groups of literature vfere used^ It tried to determine 
the literature smtable for satisfying the various kindd of„ literature needs. 

The results confirm the fact that it is characteristic of public li- 
braries to satisfy in principle all kinds of demands for literature and to be 
confronted by all the classes of the population. 

The results confirm that the diversity of literature demands may be 
classified into two essentially different groups with regard to the purpose of 
use : task -oriented demand and demand serving spare time occupation. 

Task-oriented demand is characterized by 'jthe fact that the use of 
literature by the individual is caused by external reqmrements-resultlng from 
education or profession. In txtm the demand serving spare time occupation is 
directed to llteAiture and the library without these imperative requirements 
is independent of the individual in society. It arises directly from the differ- 
ently motivated activities of the iadividtial personality and its satisfacti6n * 
improves general education to a large extent* * 

' " The demand for literature arises outside the library, under the 
working and living conditions of the people. In the fir^t place the results in- 
dicate that if is essentially determined by the different conditions of profes- 
sional work and the different kinds of education. Whereas task-oriented de- 
mand by nature is expressed by certain groups of population /pupils, students 
or workers/,' spare time demands in libraries characterize all the^ users. 
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Consequently, the public Ubrary must concentrate Its work on the 
f?fi^L'^°°"^f^, Of individual groups of users who as a rule can on[y be ^at- 
lt«tH^,^"^V^"^r,^'l^^^ ^^""^ ^'^d on satisfying the de^r^s ex- 

pressed largely by all the users on the other. . ■ ex 

fA -J The analysis of literature from the point of view of the satisfaction 
of demands offers insights into the possibilities of efficacy whic^ c^n^tb^ 
bra^^^^"""^ arrangement of literaturf^Jlirin pZL li- 

f n ^> A^"" principle the literature of all fields of knowledge se'rves to satis- 
ffnnil ^rti ^oth fiction and non-fiction ar,e bo^ov*l for Idu^f 

hllnn ' . ^^^°''f ^ purposes as well as for personally motivated reading 
belonging to spare time occupations. The subject treated by itself, the ex- 
tents are not sufficient for drawing conclusions concerning the ability of Uter- 

V K^"/^^ ^i^^'^ requirements. Beside this factor it is the point of 
mii: tl^'^ff^^lf'-Sarre.""'^' ^^'^^'""^ --P^ehensibiUty that deter- 

We have outlined in "detail the possibilityfbr arranfiino Uterature 
accorduig to the predominant use of different fields concSfg the cont^t! 
i7Jnw,T ^""W:. ^'^^^^S experience that for the acquisitidn 

of knowledge and skills popular and generally accessible works are pr^erred 
as a rule with spare tune reading, it may be concluded that broad masses are ' 
Uiterested li^ a^ whole series of fields of knowledge /e.g. geography, ethnolog,;, 
hne arts public health/ because of the subjects treated, this literVture is ^ 
borrowed to a large extent whether read for interest in the subject or merely 
for entertainment. Biographical literatur, or illustrated -works on fine arts, 
books of travels and illustrated books on animals are typical examples of th4 
fact that in spare time reading also knowledge is Improved. 

The individual results demonstrate that systematic efforts are 
on^^n t hp ^-p^^t^^f t whole range of stock|posslbmties: the popular works 
on all the fields of knowledge and Uie strictly^ special Uterature alike. It may 
be expected that the proportion of task-oriented literature will increase i^^ 
.the future. Many-sided loans, which can be obse^yed by now in particular by 
{)upils, students and the .intelUgentsia, Confirm this as™tion. The continu- 
ously increasing demands for higher general education and also the progr^^ 
sive proportion of creative and intelllctual activity in the ^orfty of pSs- 
' t^Jll H J, c^u '^^'^"f library use. At the same time also the ' 

spare tune budget of the people will increase- with the planned improvement 
of working and livmg conditions in general, the interests m rational spare 
time planning by including literature will grow. 

/ „ More attention must be pai\to the ability of literature for definite ' 

purposes already m connection wlth#s supply, sd that the pubUc Ubrary 
could discharge this function appropriately. The arrangement and presentation 
Qf literature essentially by subject and contents have to be supplemented by 
additional recommendations corresponding to the kln^s of demands, kbove all 
in connection with information on literature. 

,^ ,Th« investigation gave some .information on the possibilities of the 

effica^ of non-flctlon with regai-d to satisfying different requirements. The 
inquiries must be continued in more detail into especially important fields of 
literature, e.g. the social sciences and into the demand of Important individ- 
ual groups of users, e.g.the workers, the apprentices and the cooperative 
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DISCUSSION 

Leader of discussion: KOLOUZIEJSKA, JadwigA 



KOLObZlBJSKA, Jadwiga 



Having finished with supplementary stotemenAs, I suggest to set 
thr^o problems for discussion: 

^. The supply of libraries with popular scientific literature, its 
, utilisation " in and out the library; its pl<ice occupic^d in the general structure; 

2. Utiliz^on of popul^u' science in education and in the satis- 
faction of Interests other • than professional^ 

3. The processing of research orientations so far completed. 

KAN^>\rAs IstvAn . 

I should like to put a question gponceming colleague Pr^^'s. pa- 
per: In our days there Is much debate on hobby^type activities, ^n the 
ground of such activity motivations one can form various groups of readers. 
Has ther* ever been such a survey In the GDR7 

, '•A question to colleague Adatniecafc^ I am much interested in the 

problem set in your paper, the mqre so as the literature Investigated in ' 
it is also good as a kind of transistory reading, and, besides, offers an 
excellent opportunity for taste investigations. Dealing with the classification 
of readers Hungarian researchers often, put Jhe question to the readers 
whether they borrow biographical* works with pleasure? The majority an4 
swered In the negative, or, more precisely, in the affirmative with a coi Edi- 
tion: "I read them with pleasure i^ they are different people from me." 
Thece. were a few, however, who Vead those works as supplements to 
belietristic fiction* The question is made even more difficult by the fact 
that the indeed vSuable works of rremoire and biography, liter^ure have 
got an undesirable competitor: the biographical work written in a trdshy 
manner. May I ask what- the situation is i^ Poland? Is there" any similar 
comp^ition? Another question: Is present^'day literature of socio|!raphy read 
by those wtio like biographies of contemporary personalities? 



bOBRYNlNA, NataUa 

^ ' » ' r ■ 

Another^ question to the Polish colleagues: When measi^iing .de- 
mands for popular literature, did they investigate home libraries, too? Pre- 
sumably, this kind of literature is of great importance to its readers, and 
• therefore they rather buy ihan borrow them. 



NAGY Attlla * 

I pLd a question to colleague Adamiecz: He wrote in his 1?aper 
that memoire literature invoked a sense for participation in the reader. Th^ 
Hungarian word also means an emotional sympathy, a. joint acting, 1 would 
||{ke to icnow if they investigated the quality of participation: is it irxleed 
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«^aort 01 "teklng part" or rather a sens, o/ b.ing inlUat^l *h«,*thV 
~ad.r may think thai h. Is better lnfonn«l than 



S2E3»JTrRWAI tAszli 



or not thi-le^l^nner <5°?^|:^^ 

Un«t thea* poopX* aalisfy their broTesawT r,!^! ? experiencfNl 



WALXCKJHA, Johanna 



AUAMIEX:z, Witold 



™.-..n-w Soc^all«t publishing, theoretically, embaric. on pubUehina hiahhr 
quaWled worka. yet of oour.* there are memoirs oi Werior^SlC^ 
l^thr: T.""^ work* written tor -some comp*UonrG;wJe2^^;,^-«l 
by b bllograpWea ol excepUonaUy areat pTsonaime.., lor inst^q, tJ^^ 
Chaplin or ChurchlU. We refrain troh publishing b«5^ UsT^mTiSSv^^ 
^th.TT^^ "bed-Chamber s«~ts-. though^ ^ „„cr:SSL7:^e 

^^tv^^tT^L'"'?,"'^ lhese_^work. are beco^i,* eve.^ more ^S^. 
^ih-I r "if®" «^ "••d in biographical nwils 



lh» fcUow author of th« novel in queatlone 
>XNI^UIX)WiqZ, Janusa: 



im^iSi.s^fi!!'^ a» private libraries are concerned, we did not make any 
i^rt^^r* Szentlmal's quesUoh I an.wer: Highly quall^ 

!^r? ,?^^ popular work, dealing with the l>order.fielcirif th^ 

•pedal lin^ otherwise their profeeelonal Intereels are also <j£ high 1^. 



PAPP Istv^ 



There «r.^!?J J2T ^w*!: '^T^^^ *P«=''=^ pc^ulaHzing literature? ' 

^.rr^L. ^ ^ functions can be perfonned by one and the 

S^r i^it.. •"i?^*^" contents. 
nJ^^^ n ^""^ publisher's expectaUons. We areT^ 

f^*™ categorizaUon, thus the ambhralence o£ b^ks 
also might be taken into consideration, in the course \rf research. 
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Of course 11 cannot be J^eCTe n^^ a work high Uleralure. On pne 

V,hlcb ono c«n not ."^^^^^f/ /^.^^^n^oTng the armies. There 

page there is a map on On the other hand, aomj^ 

ronrttraTsTraTbrrer^^^^ — 

Ankudowicz think of? ^ / 

SIEKIEUSKI, Staniaiaw ^ 

r-Let me have some words on the reading ol historical work^. The 

man a work o( P°P^"J^ J'^l^^",^ 17th centuries is known Iroin Slenvkewi«'^ 
. .ovels ~r rr^^^^^^^^^ i'^iar pntr 

Slo-r': Mt Tt^e The onlV^P-^-^^^^^^JJ;- ^^^^^^ 

times can not dlHerenUate between history ^^^^^ with othJr nations' 
-^^tene by Hungarian coUeagues help us to get acqualnte«l wim om^ na 

attitude towards historical literature. I i 
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SIEKIEBSKI, Staaislaw « 

THE PLACE OP BELLES-LETTRES 

IN THE SYSTEM OP CULTURAL VALUES 

e ■ r . 

"Value*^ is a philosophical category which may be interpreted in 
^flno t "^T' '^^^^^l^^^ore embarking on my subject, I would like to • 
to ?^e it°^^' m^Sclef """^^^ °' '"^^ ^ ^^^^ ^^"^^ ^ ^^^"^ ' 

Value means to me the attitude adopted by man to a certain phenom- 
^^^U^^i^"^' consequently it is a subjective category which is at the same 
time objective as well since nt is dependenit on the properties of t?ie object 

^ question. People constantly evaluate everything th^y deal 
with from the point of view of their needs and interests. Our attitude to the 
world is always of evaluating nature. 

« .u application of evaluating activity to reading means selection 
^thf o^!/^'^?'^ ST^^ °f ^° determine the place of books 

Sin^f Zff"^ f cultural values with th^ help, of this evaluating behaviour. ' 
Since different aspects of evaluation hold good of each social group, no 
.general evaluation effective at all times may be made. no 

Our ^pirtcal investigations were aimed'at seeking an answer to 
the question whether values might, be prescribed within belles-lettres. The 
detlnuxon of aesth^ical values is generally an extremely many-sided and 
compUcated task. The motives on the^ basis of which we are to judge must 
aesSeu'Sr^fuS^'^ "^^^^^ °^ ^^'^^^ regarded as the main criterion of 

o^*^,^* Simultaneously the complicated problem of the sentiments and sen- 
V ® , question of measurability come up. Sensitivity of" 

aesthetical values is to a considerable extent dependent on the social ccmdi- 
ttons /family, school, etc. / under which the individual grew up, where he * 
gained his general intellectual, social experiences. Hence an entire set of 
factors, functionii^ in objective reality, shape the subjective orientation of 
an Individual. \ ' 

V 1. J ^ opinion of the well-known sociologist Chalasinski interest in 
books depends m the structure of personality which is in turn determined by 
tiie social environment. .* / 

r ^* In the course of social science research, V^nd within this in the re- 
search of r^4mg, it may be often observed tHat individuals not accept 
generally recognized ^^alues. In t>e course of evaluation three situations may 
be differentiated: 1. There ^re o^jeas and phenomena recognized and ac- 
cepted as values. E.g. such is the evaluation of the life -work of Mickiewicz 
within the Polish sd^ety. There is general interest in his works which ire 



149 



ERIC 



. , regarded as values. 2- There are objifects and phenomena kno>nm to Ve values 
Init not accepted as such. E.g. the novel Ulysses by Joyce, which isVe- 
garded by prof eissional and most cultured reader ^ as. a basic value while it 
^ is much less widespread among the reading public. 3« There are objects and - 
^ - phenomena the value which is perceived but dot accepted. Valuable clas- 
sical works of world gteratUr^ belong here which are not accepted by read- 
ers as\ values "of this world". * 



I shall use tKe general statements enimxerated above in describing 
the results of empirical investigations in Poland. Our institute has tinder-- 
taken the following investigations in recent years: 

1 . Reading Sl f bung people in large, enterprises of the Warsaw 
conglomeration. ' / ' * ^ 

Reading of rural youth * •« 
3. Novel fed reading* /Examination of the reception of two work^ 
with a strongly varied scale pf^difficulty/. - 

4.. Social frames of culture In a town with 20.000 inhabitants. 
5. The consumption of cultural goods /survey by the Central Sta- 
tistical Office/. - . 

The result of investigations into the consumption of cultural goods 
provided an opportunity for drawing conclusions which may be generalized 
more or less. ^ ♦ " 

* » . • 

As compared to other mass media, the range of reading is quite 
wide, though in spme cases it lags behind television and radio. 

For ^ack ^f some basic criteria^ the results of investigations are 
difficult to compare. The concepts of reading and reading man cannot be 
determined unanimously. Psychological and statistical approaches are used 
to define-the cqncept of reading. The first one means whether the individual 
qualifies himself as a reader, the second relates to the amount of works 
read during a certaiji period of time, the \init being one year as usual. 

The following conclusions were drawn from the comparable results 
of the investigations. 

It! has been fotind a^icordingly that from among cultural media the 
press was ahead under urban conditions and the radio tinder rural conditions. 
Television took the third place and the book the fourth place, however, its • 
range of function was wider than that of the cinema though the examination 
of the cultural habits revealed that cinema took precedence of the book in ' 
many cases. 

u T^® spreading of books is primarily depend^ent on the level of educa-' 
tion, the higher the level of the groups was, the more the book tzrew in im- 
portance. ® 

hi our Investigations we laid stress on belles-lettres above all. 
Under Polish conditions the range of books corresponded to the^range of 
belles-lettres. The reading of books was clearly associated with the use of 
other cultural media. Active readers were at the sime tive active listeners, 
and television viewers. • , ' 

We have observed also the phenomenon that the elements of culture 
could not be reduced, in turn they were complimentary to one another. 
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' values anributed to majas media and the vaities characteristic of , 

^ oeues-lettt*es were complimentary to one another, • * 

c Tlie press and the radio discharge4 primarily an InformatiVe^fUnction 
intoniiing a^bove all about political and sports events while the radio va^s the 
source of the music much liked by youth. The television played a role through 
the sprea^g of certain forms of behaviour and Ideals" and hencf? there wa» 
widespread tilterest In its programs, ^ ^ 

Th<^. values attributed to belles-lettres may be arratiged in two 
groups. The educational function comes ftrst, the second is the presentation 
of form* of behaviour, models and examples. Naturally, attempts at the ac- 
quisition of knowledge must not be understood in the strictest sense. The 
reader perceives the world of belles-lettres as reality -and hardly goes 
thoroughly into psychological problems. The knowledge acquired „in th^ course 
of reading belles-lettres deepens our knowledge of man* This knowledge tan- 
not be supplied by nett"her the family nor the school. The world depiaed by 
belles- lettrea' is richer than the world perceivabl'$ by individuals, it is * , 
boundless in space and time, there is an opportunity for the presentation of 
processes, the representation of historical and social events. This is*es- ; 
pecially important in the case of those strata who have no^cc6ss to scien- 
tific and professional literature owing to their unpreparedness and their 
education is meagre.' " , 

\o ' , ' 

In Poland hietorical novels have ever played, and are playing at " 
present, an. especially Important role. They bring history closer to" riders 
and help create the national consciousness of. tljosa strata which have been 
prevented from doing so until now. Experts dall 'this process the hist oriza- 
tion of the peasantry as a class. For the Polish t-eader the novels of Sien- 
kiewicz do not contain prin^arily data and facts but the atmosphere of a given 
age, the behaviour and ideals of people. 

, .One of the most important factor of belles-l^nr^s is the literary hero 
capable of exertlhg dynamic Influendes. Human passions are concentrated in 
him, he is the carried of certain truths and efforts, the incarnation of truths 
and demands, he is the destructor of obsolete social structures, he defies 
the wicked, th^ uiijust. From investlgations»into read^g of the youth it is 
obvious that it is. these ideals above all which th^ young people look for in : 
works of belles-lenres. Tbe young reader looks for an opportunity for his 
own 'Tieroism**^s «Srell. In this regard no mass media take precedence of the 
book. * . 

Since the value judgment of a li,terary, work, as I have elucidated it -at 
the beginning of my paper, is strongly dependent on the social consciousness 
of the reader, it happens often that the attributes values to a work which are 
^,^°^ir*f^ ^° values perc;eived by the libraries or even the author him-" 
s^if. Th^ drt of bdok recommendation must resolve this contradictipn. 

^ . ' In a study on the reception of two novels /One Hundred Devils hy 
Kraszewski and La Peste by Camus /it was found out that a very high propor- 
tion of readers did not respond to the -modern novel using a complicated com- 
municative system. In this case such conclusions may be formulated that a ( 
certain part of coiitemporary literature is effective only.in the case of nar-. 
row social^strata but not in^ therwhole society, hence not all the values of a 
work can make their influence felt. The estimation of works is often influ- 
enced by Sashionor the interest of a social ^grqup. 



• , ' ■ ' C 

Without aiming at completeness and perfection, finally we should like- 
to draw some conclusions; ' 

- in the agte of the widesprefid use of television fhe extent of the ef- ^ 
feet of the book deptends 9n*the extent to which the level of expression^and 
representation develtops,^ 

, - belles -lettrois do ^ot capty values comparable to values rejprese^ted 
by mass media, since tlirdUgli the transinisston of notions and ideals it In- 
fluences hxunan psyche pfecuUarly, 

4b - mass media ar primarily destined for the transmission of fresh in- 
^formation and they are alaSo the Indispensable elemen^s^of leisxire activities • 

- under Polish conditions' television mainly helps form the new modes 
of life especially in the rural environment, . • • » 

- the realitivity of litfir^ry values is highly helpful In the internal 
integration of social groups and national culture* , * . 




PAPA2SOVA, Krasimlre - MITOV,oZdravko 



HEADING OP CONTEMPORARY^ 
BULQAHIAN BELLES LETTREs' 




In our country a whole sorlcs of Investigations have been conaucu 
* and they wore aimed at the^eading of the various strata ot the population 
their general* interest in literature and within this belles-lettres. But none 
of these Investigations wa£^ aimed at the reading of the contemporary wotJcs 
of national literature and the readers' interest in them. « . « 

J . Exactly this is the a^ixa <?/ the present sociological survey: Ve >jJ'anted- 

to determine the relation of the readers in public libraries above fhe age of 
15 to contemporary belles-lettres. 'The survey provides ample material for 
the xn-depth 5tudy of the effect of tiew workxj pf belles-lettres on the reading 
clientele pf Ubraries and througythif) also the cf|ect madq on all the readers 
of the works' may be evaluated. The relation of the broad piasses ol readers 
i.3 the m(j^ sensitive, taatter in the evaluattcn of thejarttstic value 6f new 
books* On tke bdsis of the^surv^ conclusions may be drawn concerning to 
wh^t extent- and how the authors i^f the wprks under jsurv^ Irad "accomplished 
their great ^nd higWv responsible tasks - the true J faithful, emotional and 
*^rtl3tic is^presentatt^of th^^manjt^sidedness of tdday's life and today's man. 

• ^ survejr wa5\conducted only among thoVleading clientele of libra- 

ries. Our considerations were the fplla*cing: 

- Only librari5>^ provide opporjunities for t|ho observation of the read- 
ers' attitudes towards contemporaty works and th^ determination of the" 
4egree of the effect of one book or ahother , which is rdflecied in the fre- 
^que^cy of lo&^s. The reading , of , the books bought by the citizens to supple- 
ment, their own collections Us very restricted. And besides, only the good 
works of well-known authors are bought foraptlvate libraries. 

» - The readers in libraries are generallgr the most active Bulgarian 
' readers. These readers understand and apprcciatd works of b<ules-lettretf 
on a high level. Libraries organize for them various. events - discussions of 
books » meetings of authors' and readers and reader conferences Vhich may 
promote tlxe d,c2VQl^ment of their literary knowledge and ^esthetical tastes. 

'During the suinrey our attention wa? directed to such questions on the 
iiasts-^crf^jjtodi^t^ o£>di3dAial jsrpT-kcy could be detcrmim^^ 

as the differentiation of the read<^rs' activity concerning IndiyTtdual literary 
geinres and the readers' thematical interest according to their occupation, 
agq and <2ducational level. The effect made oijl readers by various information 
processes in the context of works to be read and preliminary information was 
espe^dally important , , ^ ^ 

• ' In the performance of the set" tasks, observation was oUr basic method. 
Observation extended to the reading of contemporary literary works. " 
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Every book the fixst edition of. which was published during the pre- 
vious year was the objett-Of observation. On the b^sid^ of the national bibUog- 
raphy the list of the bqpks to be observed was compiled. A special page was 
placed in every book on ;he list in the possession of Ubraries. In consideration 
of the requirements of the ^uryey.the page contained the following data: the>^ 
data of issue, the occupation and age of the reader as weU as sources pro- 
"vldlng preliminary InfotTnatioi^ on the book; 

Be*fore commenting on the results of the readinojl of contemporary 
Vorks 9f belles-lettf'es iti 1973, we think it practical to enumerate some 
quantitative nuuierlca;! d^ta:' " ,^ ^ i / ' /n ^ 

- .The su^rvey was conducted in 91 public libraries: 14 county, 40 
town, 21' viHage and 16 trade union libraries. 

The observation ext«ided to 234. new books of which there were 
17,758 'Copies in the possession of these libraries, 

J' . -VW, 906, persons head read the books marked out for the survey. 
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1. READING OF NEW BELLES-LETTRES BROKEN DOWN BY 
LITERARY GENRES 



I 

The literary genre s> accepted by the science of literature and other 
investigations - ndvels, short novels, short stories, poetry, dramas and 
miscellaneous ^oeks - were used for the purposes of our survey. 

The trertentage distribution of the read Uteratupe by genres was 
the following: ^ 



Novels 21 4 percent 

Short novels ^^'4 " u" 

• Short stories , ' fr ^ 

Documentflkry . " ^ nrs 

Memoirs . ' " a i 

Biographies in novel form " * q'q "n" 

Poetry • n'^ 

.Dramas * ^ • * n ^ "»•" 

Miscellaneous works ^ l,o - - 



The results achieved In comiectidti with the reading of contemporary belles- 
lettres corroborate the conclusions drawn by studies so far, as well as the ' 
expert opinion of librarians according to which the proportion of the reading 
of^ works of Rcttoi^ia significantly higher than that of poetry. More than 91 
percent of the books belc^ged to fiction while the proportion of poetry was 
below 9 percent, V 

Arranging the emSnerate^ genres in four basio groups /l,e. fiction, 
documentary, poetry &nd drama/, the atfltudes,of readers to individual genres 
widely differed. In reading article flcti^t> headed the list, it had a consider- 
able advantage of the other genres. It Comprised more than two thirds of the 
circulation of contemporary works. Document j^ry literature was the second on 
the list, followed by poetry and drama. - 
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works «nd h<of3, °^ literature the places of documentary 

^ m^JnV.t/= fc ^ ^if."" "."""^^ «l^°st the same. The^Xo^f 

i .■ ■• " 

. '^'ita of the rea-ding of contemporary Llles-lettres accordino to 
Dlstrtbution of readers by occupati|jn ' 



Engineers and tachniciana 

Physicians and health service workers 

Agricultjjtral specialists 

Specialists in exact sciences 

Specialists in the humanities 

Workers 

Agricultural workers 

Students *' 

Employees 

Other 



6.8 percent 

2.9 ■ 



1,6 
2,4 
5,S„ 
.19,3 
2,7 
'30,2 
15^3 
13,0 



take the lead in the use of contem- 
""^^^Sw^iff"^*^"' ^T^^^'^fSTr^^rth^ workers, einpl^eesTThr 
. otter category, engineers and technician/ specialists in thThmMiUties 
pJ^ysldans and health service workers,^^^al work^s spSi^s ' 
in .the exact sciences and' finally agricultural specialises/ ^^^^^sts 

ror-Ll < sociological studies, carried out so far showed the intensive in- 
nil.t ia-reading m general as a feature of students, primarily^ TidSi^ 
,classical Uterary works which,«Jmpletely corresponds™he faSs ^o^ 
ever, ,t was unknot how the Itudnnts werd disposed td^'ids wJJC^of 
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•oiitonporars authors m fipmparisV-vith the oth&r categories of readers. 
The resuit/o. the pr.2i.ent ^survey Jive us the right to state that students are 
predominant m readulg cont^mporary-belles-lettres as^ell. They amomU 
nearW IS one third of Ihe users of contemporary belles-lettres and exceed 
the next category of.raaders by 11 percent. The students' ^^.f^^'^^^^^"^- 
temporary works of fiction expresses-their interest in new 
hat^he/are interested in the artistical representation of =°'^^jf ^. 

e^abUsLd between the people in our society sinc^hey are the members of 
saiie societv th^selves. They can underst^d^ir position in soc ety 
best Trough contemporary fiction and t^ey can determine their behaviour, 



too.^ 



The proportion of wdtt-ker readers is also significant. They amoiiht ' 
to tteafl5rone fifth of the readers of contemporary? belles-lettres in libraries. , . 
The cft£o^ of engineers and technicians, the most actively creative cate-^ 
aory whlSpplies the results of technical-scientific development and directs 
fhea^trntles of workers, stands fifth on the list, amounting to 6,8 percent. 
-However, it can be se^n that together with the workers the proportion of 
those involved\n the production of industrial material goods amounts to more 
than on^fourth of the readers /26,1 percent/. . ^ 

The category W employees and the "other" category stand third as 
well as fourth. Primatily th& readers' liking for the reading of fiction is 
Ihlractertsnc of these tlo categories of books, too. Their constant interest 
In reading may be accounted for by the fact that these categories do not per- 
fonocinteUectual tasks beyond their working hours. . 

: The interest of the specialists in the humanities in fiction is insipxif- 
icaat. They Sioun?to 6 percent of the readers which does ^1°^ =°r.':"P°f* .. 
thiir educitional level a^d their social position in society. It is difficult to 
decide whether they are too occupied or are not attracted by contempofary 
beltes-letres. However, it is a symptom to be explored. 

At the smne rtme an interesting and.w,eicome fact was also explored 
by the survey. Some growth tendency may be observed in th^ agricultural „ 
workers' interest in Contemporary belles-lettres. They are immediately 
after the category oT physicians and health service workers and take preced- 
ence of the specialists in exact sciences and agricultural spedalists. it 
seems that the opinion, According to which nearly ^^^^^^^^fy'^^J"^^.^^^^^^^^ 
BuUaHan literary works describing the life and manner of, living of Bulgariai> 
.viUaaes are read by agricultural must be corrected in a certain sense. .Per- 
haps U Is still too early to speak about the radical change in the luerary and 
artistic interest of country workers. HoweVer, in some way or °^her a.^sir 
nve change may be observed. This follows from the equalization of ru^al 
and urban material possibilities^ democratization, the development of the mass 
.media In^hTlfs^lmmatlon of cuUural values, the rise in the eduCationaM^v- 
etc All these factors lead to the rise in the general cultural leVel of the 
-■'^■s^^t^cSgrh^Ve^sams as well. A future survey of the posltl.^ 
of reading m^he Bulgarian Villages may give a positive account of this devel- 
opment. 

The worrying attllude of 'agricultural-intellectuals towards reading 
IS not a net phaSmenon. Tl^ls may be seen in the context of the-reading of 
new Uterarv works ^too. However, the place of the «P^=ial^«","^,^^%",^"- 
■ ences who amount to only 2,4 percent of the readers and precede the category 



,of the agricultural spedaUsts fl,6 percent/ ouly by 0,8 percent la unac- 
countable, -r ^ , r 



3, READING OP CONTEMPORARY BELLES-LETTRES 
/ACCORDING TO THE AGE OF THE READER? 

The social activityr of men is the determining factor on the basis of 
which we caii draw conclusions concerning their interests in general and . 
within this th,eir interest in reading. Interests are not static features. Under 
the influence of various factors they undergo changes. Depending on the po- 
rtion occupied in the social sphere, the interests of groups of different aae 
do not coincide. Generally, attitude towards work and responsibility in the 
process of work and beyond this are expressed in Interest. The dynamics of 
general and readers' interests are dialectlcally in keeping with the dynamics 
of the time of life. 

I With these considerations in mind we examined the attitudes of 

readers towards contemporary belles-lettres depending on the characterise 
tics of the different age«groups. For this purpose we arranged the readers 
in five major groups: between the ages 14-18, 19-30 , 31-50.* 51-60 and 
above bO. ^ » ? 

^ The distribution of the books read depenciing on the 
^ age of readers ♦ " 





Age 








Percentage 




. 14-18 
19-30 
31-50 * - 
51-60 
aborve 60 


- — ^ — 


% 


1 


28,0 
30,8 
30,9 ' 

5,3 

5,0 



The siiryey ^showed the clear-cut lihes in interest in reading ac- 
cdrding to age. Readers between the ages 14-50 are at one hnd of the spec- 
trum, they show a Uv6ly interest in'Qyery new book by our aiithors, while 
r-eadeirs ab6^^ 50 are at the othei^ and of the spectrum where this type of in- 
terest Is slgniflcajitly less. In pefdenfile terms this proportion is the follow- 
ing; 89,7: 10,3. The fact that the proportion of readers under the age of 18 
is 2,8 percent' lower than that of readers between 19-30„ and 31-50 is 
worrying. On thd basis of this we must not jump tOr-the premature cbn<;iu'sioii 
lhat'this age-category is more passive. This fact may be accounted for by 
the following: this age coincides with the school-years characterized by the 
intensive readlng.tjf the literature connected with the studies as well as the 
reading of the literary heritage. Moreover the activity of this age-^group <n 
reading contemporaity literature miist be welcome. ' T ,1 
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^ \\ ' READWG OF NEW BELLES-LETTRES ACCORDING TO TH^E 

<^'" ] vEBUCATlONAL LEVEL OF READERS 

n 

Our werail picture of reading >will be more complete if we examine it 
lathe light of the educational level of readers. Despite the fact that we col- 
lected no data of the educational level, on the basis of the relationship be- 
^ . tween the educational level and occupation of readers, the borrowers' regis - 
• ters in libraries and the age we regard the achieved results and conclusions 
as correct. 

Reading of contemporary ^belles-lettres in percentp,^ 
terms, according to the educational level of readers 



Educational level Percentage 

' 1 . 1 • 

Higher £in^ vocational secondary. * 19,5 
Secondary 35-40 
Students . 30,2 , 

'Primaiy„ ^ - - 10-15 ^ 

The re:sults of the survey categorically favour readers with sewndary school 
qualification who show the keenest interest in new books. The readers with 
secondary school Qualification constitute the most active ^oup of readers in 
libraries through Vie attitude of whom we, can draw concltlsions concerning 
the quiiUty and attraction of every new book. Their relatively correct evalu- 
ation is & significant link in the reading and reception otf Hiterary works since 
their opinion plays no inferior. role in the personal contactts of readers. Liter - 

.. ary criticism lags behind and plays no leading role on reajding. Readers are 
outside the sphere 6f literary criticism in consequence of 1 which criticism is 
still unable to perform one of its roles - the propagation c|f literary works 

. and the active direction of reading. Criticism still only rd^sters literary 
phenomena, it is not the active and objective j^ropagator of the works. . 

In consideration of its size the second groulp is foilmed by students, 
i,e. the readers od the way towards secondary school qualification. Also 
readers with higher qualifications show great ^ interest in contemporary lit- 
erature. Readers with primary qualification constitute the least stable group 
of the readers of belles-lettres still their proportion is not, low. ^ 

The analysis of the r^sul^ of our s\;rvey enables us to draw con- 
clusions analogotis to the conclusions of other surveys: the educational level 

an important factor in the reading of contemporary Bulgarian belles-lettres. 
Interest grows concomitantly with the rise in the educational levels It,!^ qost 
interesting among those with secondary school qualification and a certjpji fall 
. may be observed among those with higher qualification. This result encour- 
ages us td .suppose that the instruction of literature at the secondary schools 
and the whole aesthetical education of the young generation ought ito be raised 
to a higher level. The future citizens must acquire comprehensive reading 
culture already at school in order to let them establish a- correct system 'of 
'^esthetical and literary values*. ^ 
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^•»Sf^Pi^^? °^ COlij;JEMPORA^Y BELLES-LETTRBS 
DEPENDING ON INBORMATION CHANNELS 



P ^ « $ux%'ey we inVestigated the effect of eight basic sources of inl 

formation some of them in a complex way. Our idea formed of their effects 
wlUjnabie us to dra^S■ conclusions concemina the propaganda activity of U- 
braries and to plan measures with a view to tieir improvement. The classi- 
tication of individual informdtion sources in absolute and relative numbers is 
the following /the readers selected the hooks to be read on the basis of 
these/ : " 



Information sources 



No. of readers 



Percentage 



Open access 
Librarians 
friends 
Tea.cher5 

Exhibitions and shopwindows 
Select bibliographies 
Other sources', 
Press, television, radio 



20,733 
12,990 
3,056 
1,115 
999 
7U 
739 
530 



50,7 
31,8 
7,5 
2,7 
2,4 

1,8 
1,3 



1 7^^ results of the survey show that open access estabUshed as a 
result of the democratization 6f the services rendered for the readers /open 
access system/ is of the greatest importance in the selection of the books to 
l^e read. Its dominant charactet- applies to all the genres. Its effect is most 
prondUnced m the c:ase of belles-lettres and those genres the cont^ts of 
which allow of the quicker orientation of readers- short stories, poetry 
drama, short novels. Its importance is more restricted in other genres es- 
pecially in the.cafse of documentary literature. Depending on the types of li- 
braries most works are selected on the basis of open access in county Ubra- 
ries which are followed by trade union, town and village Ubraries. this or- 
der of ^succession indicates the preparedness of th'sTreaders in these Ubra- 
ries as well. 

, ^H.^^^^^^^ ar^e second important channel through which the 
readers in libraries, are orJtntated^Their effect *is much moreextensive 
since tliey influence reader^ through other Ubrary channels, too. The recom- 
mendauons by librarians innuenced more readers in the case of documentarv 
literature in percentile terms. The role of Ubrari^ns is almost equal in dif- ■ 
ferent types of Ubraries which shows that eyery reader needs th^. Friends 
play a i^re modest role in the selection of books among the readers in Ubra- 
?nf/*; r . rec9mmended more belles-lettres than documentary Uterature. 
. T^is information source Is most a\:tive among the readers of trade unionrlt^ " 



- ci«.vj.vc ttuiuiijj me reaaers or traae unioiTLr- 

braries and most passive in county libraries. Also this fact hints at the level 
01 the readers. 

Teachers, as the channel of the direction of reading, stand fourth. ' 
mifortunately their result is rather poor. More is expected of them since Also 
their possibxUties are greater and school fulfills also the conditions neces- 
sary tor this. The character of books recommended by teachers shows that 
they were used on the occasion of anniversaries, quiz programs and similar 
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programs. The effect of teachers is strong in village libraries and weaker 
in other libraries. 

The effect of exhibitions and shopwihdo^s.is 'similarly restricted. 
Their effect is nearly the same in every genre. According to libraries, their 
effect was stronger in town and county libraries arid weaker in trade union 
and village libraries. 

Select bibliographies together with "other information sources take 
the preultimate place. Their modest effect indicate the poor training of a 
part of librarians and the poor "bibUographical cultuipe of the readers. Ni>re 
documentary literature was borrowed on the basis of select bibliographies. 
This is so because publicatfSns of dociimentary character are quickly in- 
cluded in select bibliogr^phieijs and thematical book list usually published 
by county libraries for operallive purposes on the occasion of anniversaries, 
celebrations etc. 

Mass media - periodical publications, radio and television take 
the last place. We do not know. whether the activity they display in this field 
is sufficient or not, good or bad, what works are ^included in it etc. But the 
fact that only 1, 3 percent^ctf new books were selected on the basis of these 
media exerting a tremendous mass influence on the other hand confirms that 
they have not done enough or have not found the form most suitable to this 
purpose. 



6. CONCLUSIONS AND PROPOSALS 

On thefbasis of the present survey the following conclusions may be 
drawn and the following proposals made: ' 

1. Contemporary Bulgarian belles-lettres are in their proper place 
among the readers in libraries. 

2. Among the readers a prono\mced interest in literary genres - 
novels, short novels, llaprt stories - may be observed and they will he liked 
and respected for a long time to come. 

3. It was found that there is a growing tendeng- of interest In the oth- 
er genres, too, primarily in dociimentary literature. This indicates the rise 
in the level of readers, the many-sidedness of their demands, i.e. the widen - 
ing of their range of interest. Th^re is reasonable ground to believe that 
interest will keep on growing ^d deepening concomitantly with the rise in the 
cultural level of the whole population . -ru 

iC. Among the woT(ks read contemporary books take the lead. They are 
read by students and the t!\anufacturers of material goods - workers and en- 
gineers as well as techhici^s - alike. v ^ 

5. The proportion of <^he books which are hardly read^f at all is still 
-vcrjr high. This fact shows that the producers of literary valued ought to be 

more demanding as for the quality of their works, they ought to create works 
valuable from the artistic point of view for their readers. The publishers 
.ought to select the best of these works. V 

6. Those with secondary school qualification are the most acttv^ 
readers of the works of contemporary Bulgarian writers. Since the secondary 
school qualification is the basis of the reading of belles-lettres, the instruc- 
tion of literature at the secondary schools must be Improved. 

7. The library information channels play an extremely important role 
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In the selectloa of contemporary books since they provide preliminary infor- 
mation for the readers and shapd their ^inter^st. Their effect y^dll increase 
together with the Improvement of their quajitj^ increase 
tn r.JZi^J'/p media are not iii^^ir proper pUce as far as th^ information 
Inrk ^T,^K V'''' ^^^t^V^V^^^l^^^^ ^« concerned. Their 

^.^tlZ.^ improved by finding the\ppropriate forms of the propagiflpn of 
th^3T^ork7 ^^^^'"'''^ ^nd the Information of the reading clientele on 

fv«,« »u ^^^'',^^^^''f^^^^^ direction of the reading of books, approprUte 

^^wiff '^'^^^^ P^^^ cooperation betv.^ the Bui- 

Association and the Bulgarian Critics' Associatloh on the 
-Dhe h^d and cooperation among Ubrarles on the other are needed. Libraries 
are In need of the timely qualitative evaluation of literary products so that 
nu^.^^ provide objective and active, information on new literary works ac- 
qi^red for the readers. This vxU raise the level o? the work of libraries 
which will promote the rise in the artistic- Ideological taste of readers. 



ADDirrONAL STATEMENT 
MITOy. Zdravko 

Our invesUgaUon stoHed by an idea pubUshed^ in a u^ekiy maca- 
zirw. Each year the magazine asks its readers to vote' to ih© mo»t auc- 
ce«»/ul book ol Ih© year, Th« so gained Uat was put to the readers' dis- 
posal. So far v\« knew only about the success of books read in the libra- 
ries- CooperaUng with the pubUshenh we can gain information from a \Uder 
sixectrum- In our work proceeded from the book towards the reader. We 
are janalyxing the book read and the opinions d the borro%\Wk. VVe limit 
our investigations to the Orsl pubUcaUons, bccatise the readers answered 
with their juvenile experiences when confronted with the question: "Which 
, book did you like the best"? * 
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gAl Agnes \ - 

PORTRAITS OF YOUNG BilADERS FROM THE 
ERVIN SZABO MUNICIPAL LIBRARY^OF BUDAPEST 



The municipal library network >«ith a past of already 60 j^ears has 
inVBSticated the nature and the methods of the development of-literairy taste. 
Th^se works are interrelated and both the prewar ones and thos^ following 
them examined/ primarily the manifestations of interest and the changes in the 
choice of booWs. They tried to offer reasons (or, and to determine the rela- 
. tionships between them on the basis of these data or from the point of ^aew . 
revealed by questionnaires. 

Investigations and talks with readers during recent-years warned 
us that deeper and taore intensive knowledge of literary taste and the library 
manifestation of the results of literature education were necessary. Also 
the plan of the search of reader types was outline^. . 

In the investi-gation of the relationship between literature and th? 
reader we sought to proceed by the search of certain motives of.needs - 
habits - and effect'. It was not our aim psydbologically to. investigate the 
ceotion of a literary work but to explore the type marks and tendencies by 
the comparison of the nature of choice, th4 motives of expectations, certain 
influences and reading habits. ;- 

. * 

In our y^ovk >ve have mixed methods of several kinds. We, have/- 
sketched the poi^raits of readers on the basis of two interviews using ques- 
tionnaires, a booklist and the observation of reading matter for half a year. 
Between the interviews there was a time lag of about two months. 1 he tirst-. 
one surveyed the history of the reader' s library ^ttendaxice, books read 
duririg the last month with the exception of thosg. borrowed from the library, 
the method of the individual choice of reading matter, talks ^bout the read- 
er's reading mattet-, book acquisitions from other sources and demographi- 
cal data; /Some other queStioij^^were also touched upon however, we could 
use them onlv partlV^ so they are not enumerated here. /Concomitantly an 
alphabeticaflist of 120 books was compiled. The combination of old, modern, 
valuable and vaTuHe^Ttreet^3^/*^tera^^ — — 

The second Interview was partly to control, partly to deepen the 
first one. It surveyed certain manifestations of needs, features of taste and 
the effects of boojcs and it dealt with reading habits, too, in sufficient detail, 
. It also inquired'after the date of the beginning of reading. 

During this half-year period ^evy borrowed book was recorded, 
in the portrait, however, titles are cited only as examples, by way of il- 
^stration^.theswhole amount of titles together with t!Lose contained in the 
liK was converged with the help of a k^y 'of conversion according to the 
dateX^the writing of the work /old literature - contemporary literature/ 
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and its value as well,/ ^ 

. The numerical data obtained in this way as well as the information 
gained on the basis of the responses in the questionnaires were summarized 
on the basis of a determined sketch and used to form the reader portraits.. 

Material was collected for the portraits of 15-60 readers from the 
given age group chosen at random in 15 libraries belonging to the municipal 
network. 322 portraits will be summarized and the features by types on the^ 
basis of some main data will be evaluated. 

A' .^x. ^ percent of the sample was female while 52 percent was male. The 
distribution by occupdtion and a^e jvas the following: 

sec* school ^ ^Industrial university unsfaUed skilled • other workers 
student i|pprentlce student ^ — - i ^ 



student 

U-16 
28% 



15% 
17-18 
38% 



19 



12 % 
-20 21-22 
16% 



worker 

6,5% 
23-2^ 
10% 



worker 
12 % 
8% 



16,5 % 



. AX *j ^ processing of the material demographical breakdown within the 
individual types was neglected because it could have caused fragment izat ion. 

Also EiTxo Gondos"^ referred to the fact that interest i^ more change- 
able In younger days and also the experiences gained in the course of our 
survey showed that there werc^innumerable possibiUties of variation beside 
the fundamental direction. It must be emphasized thdt we have' observed un- 
settled tastes and a number of \mcertaintles in expressing one's opinion a- 
mongMTOung people, ^kainly under the age of 19. TheSe reasons moved us to 
search for the essentUl direction of interest instead of the great'Varxety of 
variants. For this reason these types manifest themselves in remarkable 
tendencies observable in reading culture, which imply also the directions of 
development. 

In the lig^it of the nvunerical data the following five types were formed: 

1 .11- ^ persons belong to this group who regard reading as mere 

killing ^e. They expect pf Uterature exclusively to amuse them. In this 
sense amusement is regarded not only as psychological Motivation but also a 
sole aim. Accordingly they have a liking for stories full of surprise turns. 
Their favourite literary genre is the novel - in which only the plot absorbs 
their attention they need hardly any other literary genre, if at all. They 
read the end in advance and if it seems boring, they skip certain parts or 
stoiv reading. These demands they make on books and the effects Of the book 
^nJth-env-AUJce-show.that they do not regard literature as ^rt and are un>3irilling 
to make efforts to understand it. /At most up to the level of logidal play in 
the case of crime stories, though it is far removed from the sphere of artistic 
reception. / v \ , 

In this outline this group is rather homogenous, though there are nat- 
urall%more or less deviations here, too^ Numerical data conceal individual 
characteristics, on their light the general "symptom" which corroborates the 

Emo Gondos: Izlestipusok a magyar olvas6k koreben. /Types of taste 
among Hungarian readers/. « Val6sdg, 1972. no. 7. 
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.^^T, ^1 n.*rcent of them reed also, popular^sciehGeVorks 
geouendf which sh^^^ °' '"=^°\, 

rically while 66"percent of all the. reader^ ts under the^age of 19. "\\Ws 
aroup th^eir proportion is 75 percent. .Reaching the awkward and the 
furaction of adventure stories, al^ account for it. Jo hAve a look at the edu- 

Lvel iS Tnore suggestive ?^if may be concluded from the proportion 
of occ^Ufrons Industrial, apprentices have finished their primary studies -- 
fs is sho^ by the distribution by age - and an extremely pr obi emati^l part 
of this fo^^ of edtLcation are the human studies, with literature included. 

Accuracy was tested by the question which sought to measure the com- , 
cidence as weEa/difference -between data gained from questionnaires and 
bot^""ed books. We may suppose that deviations ^spring Trom errors in_ex-^. : 
"p?eI1Ing one's opinion ^nd also the reader's wish to find avour in the libra- 
?Un' s slight may play a part. In comparing the data of the five groups a mixed 
"'. picnire is Obfalned bit the deviations shown by type A may^be regarded as ex- 
^essi^e. Though the portrait does not reveal the reasons for deviation the 
iata i^.d\cating^he coincidence confirm that our data are accurate at a rough 
guess. 

Also the extent of book acquisitions outside the library is connected 
wi'th the aeeds and consequently it varies by types. The litt e extent of use o 
other sources is characteristic of all the groups. The great extent ii 9 per-- 
cent in°ype A, which is low in .comparison to the other categories The^pro^- 
portion^ crime stories is very high, that °f°ther fiction a^d poetry is low 
In comparison to other types the proportion of popular science and profession- 
al lUerature is high and this is in co'nformity with- the before-mentioned infor- 
ma ion needs. 3 pircenl goes to other libraries, hence this l^^^f ^ ^e re- 
• ™art^a8 a possiUlity of book acqodsition. We may think of purchase - 40 per- 
cent of the group are workers - but the responses to the questionnaires in- 
dlcate borrowing from friends by far the greater part. 

We have sought for interrelationship between beginning of reading 
and the date of the beginning of library attendance and the level of reading. 
- Taking i^to%onsiddration the higher proportion of thoss un^r f^f/^^^^i,. 
and those who began to read during the upper classes or later at the compie 
f^n of th4 primal, school, the matter in question is.not long ^^brai^ attend- 
ance neither in spite of the high proportion of the frequentation of children ^ 
iSfrar^s. /However , we must definitely ascribe ^ role to the library in the 
^•egulamess of reading. / ^ 
^ In the manner of the -ehoi^e k r^ading-matter^ several possibilities^are 

indicatS by the reader. In this type maiiily eventuality P'^^^^^^' .«^«°/^^5,f'^ 
by Authors is relatively rare and search by aesthetical aspects did not occur 

at .all. ■ . 

The aroup of questions enumerating demands expectations of literature 
«na favourite literary genres contains a characteristic element of type 
?o?i°S it indSef whether the -ader consequently aifere^^^^^^^ not 
in Ukino valuable and valueless literature. The data indicate the af«*stve 
domicrornai^e expectations - the book should be tumorous, a Ibve-itory, 
a thriller, etc. 
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In the reg\ilarity of reading haUts only the niost cloaed group /T>/ haa 
exceeded the proportion of 90 percent - nearly 80 percent la char act eriatic 
of the whole sample inclusive of type A a? Veil. This shows that the majority 
of the pei^son^ under survey really read all the time. It may be characteristic 
of the age group that a few of them read several books at the same time, fit ' 
was more frequently hinted at only by those who read on a higher level. In 
this -case this maybe brought into connection with age, too./ 

In borrowing the proportion of 0\d llteratur,s5 is the lowest in the 
group, however, in cTonsideratlon of values the situation is just the reverse. 
Lecture /less valuable fiction/ and crime stories constitute the'greater part 
of the reading matter. This naturally influences the proportion of all the 
books , but also here the romantical novels and historical thrillers read in 
children's libraries result in the dominance of old literature. * 

B. / The main characteristic of this tjqpe was^'tlvat both the responses- 
and the reading patter reflected cultural needs." The ' yoiing people belonging 
here regarded the acqiUsltlon of knowledge as thefcnain function of lUerature. 
Also their proportion in reading popular science llteratiire is the high^S/t " 
/50 percent/ . The highest pi-oportion of them /l^a^cSrcfeht/ goes to other li- 
braries and also it is they who stand first as r*egulnr readers after having " 
learned to read. Only 2 percent shows deviation between the books road and 
the responses given to the questionnaire. Also the number of those whoxead 
everything through U ahead of all the categories., 93 percent goes to libra- 
ries regularly. These data indicate doilberate efforts to get information. 

Individual portraits give evidence of frequent interests in documenia 
and factual Information, choice of bo9ks by^subjects and authors and the con- 
sideration of aesthetlcal aspects. The psychological motives of this type of 
need belong to the subject area of the psychology of^readlng. It is a fact that 
the extensive spreading of. docuihentary literature,, the addition of, the prag- 
matic method to the stock of literary means and this reception need are inter- 
related. A contribution to what' has been said above is the low^r level of in- 
terest in poetry and theatre as we^. 

C. / The readers in whose* group the occurrence of deliberate needs 
was of a lesser extent but there were more valuable works among their read- 
ing, matter "than in g^oup A were included in a transitldhkry type. The choice 
Is jiot 'planned and deliberate but mostly a matter of merte chance . The de- 
cisive majority of readers Is under the age of 18, 48 percent goes to secon- 
dary schools. Hence also the effect of the school oh the (ijhanges in the tread- 
ing matter may be observed. The proportion of valxiable wwks among borrow^ 
^ed books Is relatively high. Also reqtiired ):eading^may be found among them, 
.however, .individual, inter est definitely plays a role in the cnolce during the 

half-year In questlph. ' v ^ 

The ^o!isider^ly lower proportion of naive expectations and the near- 
ly equal level on the spontaneity of the choice of books,, the greater preference 
for poetry anM theatreVand the high proportion of crime storiea also throw 
light on the"un\settledn6,ss of the members of the group. The sMpping of details 
is red^uced, thM'e are inpre people^who read through everything, however^ ' 
the ptoportlon <m those is the highest who do not differentiate between valua- 
ble and valueless ^works. ' S 

The proportion of children » s library attendance is alsdfthc higfi'eat in' ' 
tills group.* The number of those who go to other libraries t>e^e the ^district 
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library, *the proportion of acquisition from other Sources is high enough, and 
; ore borrowing IsTneant again, considering the high number of students /lack 
of oar av^d If^ come/. * ^ 

IThc proportion of those who prefer reading on weekends Is iAslgj;^lflr, 
cani,„cansiderir^g the whole sample, It may Indicate occupation with dtudy^ 

d\/ The high level of the choice and reception of! literature is charac*v 
icrlsttc of this group. In additioa to the-composi^on of the reading matter all 
the data point to^t. Also In the course of the Interviews the llb*^rles gained \ 
<»xperlcnc93. of this kind and/brmulated them, In the portraits*. The evaluation 
of books, iHe deliberate choico - from acsthetlcal point of^vjew^ln hl^h -pro- 
portion - and concomitantly the inslgi\lflc{int incidence of rfegative p)icn6mena-, 
the high pri?portlon of -preferente of poetry aW^eatre (nx^vig literary geni^es 
and the hi^h, proportion of reading aU the literary genres are in -conformity 
with these statements set do\!m in: writing, .* , , > 

; In typ(i A ttie high proportion of thi^ jgroirp in reoiilng several books 

simultan<iOusly w^is in&cated. At the 4e termination of pr'gUmlnary conditions 

the opinion that the reading of a single book at a time w^s more possible for 

it ensured ab^orptidn In a book and more concentT^ted ♦reading cuime up. The 

numerical data seem to contradict this opinion though the portraits do'rioj 

confirm the advtotage or. drawback of either. vefston beyond any shadow of 

doubt^ J • ' 

/ w ' • * 

Type T) Is characterized by closed, literature-centred interest, Thd 

proportion of every literary fee nfe is high, th<i poetry and drama may^e 

emphasized. In the^ devel^Jped state the more adyanced age characterlatlc of 

the category anduhe cult ural* level foHpwtnfe from the distribution by occupa- 

tloA /university students and ^thers, intelligentsia/ play a decisive ;:Qle, 2 

percent *are young people vho temporarllv work as unskilled workers after 

the final examination at the secondary school. 

E, / Those readers are Included in this "open typVa'* In whose group 
attempts at amusement and the acquisition of knowledge together with the 
high level of aesthdtlcab'needs are Jound alike, however, in the estimation 
of values consciousness plays a lesser >role than In the fopner group. 

60 percent of the category Is under the age of 19» the proportion of 
se londary-school s'tudents^ls high. Also this fact corroborateo the role of 
> ag(i and tho depislve effect of studies. Those who occupy office posts not 
rec tli ring any professional kno>yledgc after the final examination at the sec- 
ondary school are predominant here, A high proportion of all the works read, 
l.eV 98 percent contain old literattire, the proportion of valuable works Is 
equal, hence they belong to classical Hungarian and world literature. In bor- 
rowlDR nhodem literature ranks in prifsrity here, too, the results ire good 
considering values, too. 
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nf tJL. ^n^f^^ ?' Prfeseht «udy does not .llov oAthe «u]y«ia 
the rnAWng Of th* portr«ita. -The latter subject Is a»plytreiS«d by aHS- 
^'l^:^!*'*^ tr*' which contatas data reiwdVd ^r£ide?s^vl. 

iL**^,!^?^ PrtTseatmtton of the course and the a<ds of^ surV«7Ari^^^^ 
the outlines of tte tmta the theoretHad and practlod coodusioo»» the ' 
whole work must be diiwn In short. '^awaam « tne 

I 1* energjr aiiid time-codSumlng vox* the precodldltloa of 

S«hlch is based on tie tonger contact between utrarlan anf the/S?." t 

" therefore it can be d«^ Six {he 

single ^Xervlews used in exteMtvjB pubUc opinion research. Also itTw- 
tion is ^Itoent for the main aim of the library, ,aUo U reward" t?to^ 
♦fcir^T^f T.» o' 'ie*d«5r« concomitantly with getting to know" 

ft^T A*"" " S'*%''Z5^^°' lib*""^' r«luired by investigatitms 
hi^t ^aV^ ""^^' u <"f^c«ltt«» «**'n«t which^rendS^mSre difficult^ 
!^ L^J^X'^f^'^'' "wrftcompUcated than those, simply baKd 

upOT staWatiM; measurmraits. However, Ubraiy pe4a«ogjr propora^ th J^' 
^ kn^tedie pf individual rea«l«-san^A& rKS^ of iSalr 

S^iCT • ^ elaborated reseai-d, Sltr.5-1 " 

practice W the «ld,|fc^tional ^ork of the Ubrary- Wlding on the individual 
'•Ubraiy charactSjistics" ^o|thi reader, e.g. '•beginnntag reade^^^S2w ' - 
reader", etc. And the dialectlckl balance appUes to this '^a, too 1^ 
much as the advanoement of readers' education urg^tly necesslutes ex- 
SSTSlS^eft^** a fem^tiv, effe*;^^ int«^.onal con. ' 

-i.j-i^R. ^P^i ^ P<>S?*i^*« *toe to time Is tmpoitand «nd the 
edtcSr 1 ^•.^'^^^^^^"^ ^« experience^ Sained in u«e^ 



. Be^ 
0fuif''exten3i\ 



obsuclea this could not be carried 
- Tl»/Ubrary I examined hov many people under the aurver re- 

From mmiynii thm ic: - ..^1 L^l ^ _ 



. " — 1 uvw oisux people nnoer t 

malned rcadjira. From among the 15 readers some mored off or t 
borrow ilgmhlng dtiring t(ie labnth of the control. The readtog mai 
peopMj^a^ Tecordfd acme qneatlooa pm concerning th( 
n«ld4itf Int^st. Instead of trying to generallzja on the basis of 



of 



plsL we refer to ^idr daTalopmcnt as readers in some 



XHe 1^ Wonged to . 
tica Is today k locksmith and ; 
for vorlcai^. VHls fteld of Intc 
%o, Ipoetxy what he regarda us < 
periodicals regulairly; He " 
point <%f viav* f 
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le tranaitionary type as an industrial 
mishes the fotnrth class of the secondazy school 
Reit has vidined and he becsme more reoapdve 
^ favourite^ literary genre. He reads literary 
pses his reading matter from the aesthetical * 
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Tho 'b,vlwho had ftone to a secondary school became a medical StUStSnt. 
He .s-titere^'t^d"u^»^ in science fiction and simultaneously natural sci- 
ence. In view of fiction his taste has not developed. 

The university student >uho had interest extensively in fiction becam^ 
a political economist, he turned his attentions towards sociography, his fteld 
of interest has grown narrow. 

- A wr,m«n clerk who continued economic studies became a regular read- 
er of pJerrbesSrher mathematical interest. She takes part in the literary 
evenings of the library /moVeover, she plays parts. 

In ieneral it may be npinted out that the system of institutions by 

tllS fcVt ir.\:ys ...hods 1. the l;v.s.l8atio„ d.scrtb.d .t»v.. 
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. ADDITIONAL STATPMEavJT 

Lot me o«y ^omo wordo abov*' tho dUUculUoo o( our work. Flrot 

cotogorloo enfoq P~'='°'"°- tocn^^ o«^oral olmUarlUoo and 

Determining $i^oupa moano another ''""f .^'V' ^nly on Ubrory 

^roo. a list o( >ook3 (the pleading booto approved o( had to bo undor- 
imod), and an .analyolD o( hall a yoorta readlngD. 
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STELMAKH, V. tJ. 



STUDY OP THE R'-ADING OF BELLES-LETTRES 



Man's aesthetical opinions form one of the most Impo'ttant parts of 
the co m m un ist ideology. Together with social- economic and political convic- 
tions as well as ethical norms they exert a tremendous influence on ev^ry 
side of everyday activities and are connected with the object of independent 
analysis. It is our task to explore the contents of aesthetical opinions and 
to p^rfeqt thQ purposeful influencing of their form and method. 

In the performance of this task the study of the reading of belles- 
lettre9> plays the most important part which is connected with the general in- 
terest shown in artistic reading matter. It is this sphere where the tremen- 
dous attractive force of the printed word manifests itself,' ^' 

Mass interest in a certain work of art is determined by social in- 
fluence, it is of social character and shaped by the channels of propaganda. 
Their strength is cortjoborat^d by the great rise in the interest in the works 
adapted tA the scbeen. 

The spectator gets from the film to the work for very different reas- 
ons. But the good Impression made by the film is by far not the absolute con- 
dition for the interest tn reading the? work in question, frequently the active 
rejection of the film is the motive force:"! did not like the ftlm, it is hotly 
debated anyway. 1 should like to be clear about it. " /on the film entitled 
"Anna Karenlna"./ , „ . o 

The effect of the channels of propaganda is clearly obsexnrable in the 
analysis of readers' interest in the periods of the celebrations of anniver- 
saries. E. g. S. Jeszenyln /!//hls anniversary was celebrated in 1965/ oc- 
cupied one of the first places in the investigation "Soviet Reader" as far as 
his popularity is concerned. 30 percent of works reading belles-lettres 
named him. as their favourite poet. Not more than one and a half year before 
our present investigation this proportion turned out to be 9 percent. At the 
same time int^r0^t showed in other poets remained stable. 

\^ Let us quote another example of the factors influatxcing reading- the 
popuhirtty of the works published in a novel newspaper /a ch^p publication 
of periqllcal character, the number of copies prtntal exceeds two million, 
It ^vas Lenin's ingenious thought to publish cheap novelsNn the foriff of a 
proletarian newspaper for the people. / In the investigation the works pub- 
lished in no^I newspapers were the mostly read books in stnall towms . 

At the same time it was not confirmed that the stnicture of motives 
in reading is primiirily shaped by the centralized Influencing of the readers' 
selection. According to the data of the overwhelming majority of investiga- 



lions the motive "recuDmmended by my Mends, acqxxaUitanc^a, colleagues. .. . 
stands first in this structure. But this contradiction Is only seei^tng from our 
ooint Of view. Even if the motive of "recommendation" were the x>nly reason 
for selecting a work, the supposition, that it hides some intemal\motivartdn is 
lustlfied; the group of people with whom we strive to have intercourse day by 
day corresponds regularly to our actual value orientations, norms and attl-. 
tudes. This small group appears as only the retranslator .of. sqcxal "forma- 
tion, at the same time it gives individual colour to it and risos l^;s effecti^ve- 
ness, too. ' * * 

*'lt must be added that reference to others' opinions and advices is most 
often accompanied by the assertion of one's own interest in the Uterary genre^ 
and the subject 6f the work: "My fried said this is a good adventure story and 
as fpr me 1 like adventure stories. " ^ ^ 

From the point of view of selecting the reading matter the genre- 
thematic^l chara^^teristic of thft work is the second most important iftotive tor 
the' majority of readers. If we examine the moftves in turning to the most ^ 
various works /historical novels, dectective stories, science fiction and wo^ 
novels, the biographies 9f famous people/, the same twO groups i.e. the re- 
commendations and the genre -thematical characteristics of .the works remain 
unchanged despite all the differences of the literary material in any case. 
There is a definite leading idea in reading which is indepe&dent of the charac« 
teristlcs of the original work. As may be seen, it is a rather universal phe- 
nomenon, in principle it is charactertstic of the reading clientele the way to 
the seleikion of the reading matter from the point of view of its genr^-themat-„ 
ical characteA»Hc^,^J 

^ In the studV "Book: and reading in the life of small towns" historical 

and rcvoluUonary novels, short novels, short stories, works on Jhe Great 
Patriotic War and detective stories took the lead. These amounted to half of 
aU the books Jiamed in the process of ^tudy . 

What can account for such high concentration of readers' inclina- 
tions all the more so since it lias not been observed at all so far? U niay be 
supposed that mostly historical novels, books on wars and detec^ive^^tories 
correspond to the fixed system of readers', expectation. We s^aU elucidate 
this idea • . ^ ' & 

For many people the cognitive function of literature is of great sig- • 
nificance^ The relation to artistic reading matter , as a universal source- 
,book, promoting the new knowledge of the different sides of life and provxd- ^ 
inc information on the ideological moral' etc. problems of the past, the present 
and the Future, is v&ry characteristic. A similar tendency may be observed 
in the evaluation of booths on other* subjects as well, but in its entirety it is 
apparent only in reading historical Works where it achieves lasting success. 

Interest in books on the Great Patriotic War does not slacken with 
the passing of years. There are a number of facts whidi favour ^is. Son^ 
people understand reading natter connected with the ^ar on the basis of their 
oVn experiences. Others look for examples incarnating moral powfer. Others ' 
again are absorbed by the sharpness of oonfliists, th^i texision of the plot and 
the dramatic character of the situaticm. 

The fact.that works on war clearly represeir ideologicalnmoral 
function of Soviet literature >serves as a unifying moment, Himum mission and 
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clearly emphasized by war fictlm sinrl fftx^ ? » * ^^^^^ are especially 

• upon tie dfaracter aL ttl moraTam"dei S mJn tha?t^er' """^ i' '^^ 
able Ui similar depth in peace. " " °* "J^" that they are not observ- 

seller fo'^L'^/a^g^n^rau'or'irrf °^ ""'^ ^"^'=i'>l« best- 

problems.of the rfader anrinlo^v^ ,k " .^^q^*"" the solution of logical 
all, this makes detective stlrieT™ i-naginary modelling of situations - 
.Ase to wage war on thi« genS S ta^^MT^'^'J- " i« 

. books and to l^t the best ^ork^of adventure iterltu^^^^ 
cesthetical education of the peopl^? literature serve the ideological- 



Cicityofl^'wr^-ril^^TfT^Tt^r^rtsV^^^^^ T^^"' 
works has been created by the SoJ^et wav of J ' > ^'^''^ 

pagates high moral values Thus rhi J ^'^^ literature which pro- 

and genre-'thematicalta" Vls'^f ^.Je'^^a^lrob^^^^^^^^^^ '° ^'-"^ ^''^^ 

some caseTrl^d^/s'intere^f P/:Obl-^ must be examined: in 

defective dem^ds'fnd^ne^^^^^^^^^^^ a°pproa^'to UtfrT^h^'T''''"^ 
are u^^ble to underst.nd-^hirrk^K^tde^o^otSS.tu 

and the sm^l^ of thrforlvorrBesid^^^^^^ '=°»«»t« 
.analyzed more^asily thanTe value s"S.ers'^^ °' '''^ 

■ L-t^et?SVf ^^^^ 
^utSn^lSon^ bet^^^^^^^^^ - lafkSfg^^e^ . 

works of irt -nf^ individual measures of the evaluation of 

The connection between individual works and the soqtal needs 
met by them must be. found. • • . " 
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The system of aestheftlcal and social criteria necessary fpr the per^^^ 
formance of this^ask is still Very poorly elaborated y^t. Inasmuch literary- 
artistic interest is organica% connected not only to the group and individual 
characteristic of readers b^also to the specific features of a group of works 
/intellectual content, genr^thematical, artistic characteristics/, the clas- 
sification of interest and Merary material must rest on a general methodolog- 
ical basis and examined in its unity* * ' 

H Starting from the basic functions of artistic literature we may distin- 
guish four units of this type formation of characteristics: 1./ CharacteM sties 
9f those works which primarily discharge educational informative function^ 
and promote the laiowledge of society; 2./ Characteristics of those wor4«r - 
whl-ch primarily discharge emotional- compensatory functions ; 3./ Character- 
istics of those work"^ which discharge especially aesthetical functions; 4.«/ 
Chara^cteristics of those works which discharge the entertaining functions of 
literature. 

TKe tlporetical intricacy of the task is due to the fact that the struc- 
ture of a worK of art is many-sided and cannot be traced back to the above- 
mentioned units. The complete description of the work of a|n together with 
th6 emphasis on every indicator of the reader type is impossible today. At 
the same time the generalized approach proposed by u^ is completely accept- 
able In connection with the reduction of the reader's understanding and de- 
pending on literary experience and the stage of aesthetical development read- 
ers lay stress upon different sides of a work through the stereotypy of their 
own comprehension. 

E.g. the readers orientated towards the side promoting the knowledge 
of society are inclined to see the layers of ideas, "opinions", social situa- 
tions. They lookjor aesthetical information on the sides of life unknown to 
.them. /I like'befikt^from which I can learn something new, 1 can form a notion 
of some people, ^heltCciistoms "and way of life./ 

• . ' ^? ' 

The readers who appreciate a work because of its emotional- compen- 
satory characteristics they see mainly the source of their emotional experi- 
ences in it /"I utfed to cry terribly while reading"*/. The relation to nater 
realistic literature may be often fo\md ^hen the reader does not distinguish 
^b^tween^the Imaginary from the real and regards the characters as living 
p^bple. 

^ The reader seeking entertainment is characterized by the attention 

^^^^pays to highly action-packed books, comical and amusing situation's. 

Qfily the aesthetically oriented i^eader can ^comprehend the work in 
the complex of its form and content 

We have disclosed only one possible way of the social-psychological 
♦ classification of readers. Now this is the main and most complicated task 
with which the everyday needs of libracry workers are connected. 

Until now we have grouped readers above all according to objective 
demogra^hical and social-xharacteristics, sex, age, educationaMevel, the 
content and character of work performed, etc. But with the accumulation of 
our knowledge and the Increased complexity of needs this principle cannot 
satisfy the specialists and practitioners of librarianshlp /though its advantage 
is its relative accuracy ' . 
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the ben^cii%ffe«^:f:^|,t«^^^ f ^^.f is^changed. Thus 

investigations related toTn anTbeUesI\ettJlI^ ^.^^ '^^-'^^^cepttcism in 
mentioned data show that thi/factor is not -^^^^^^^ =bove- 
tertstics of the content of a work «L f„ almighty" yet. \Vhen the charac- 
icant only in the extreme armmc 7: "vi't"""'?' differences are sicnif- 
cations. In our.opinion this is^the maAiJestattl^ f^.?^"^ ^^8^=^ 
of modernity, the definite Independence of cuK] «^ complicated phenomenon 
txfied with social strata less and lels Th„ ^ , '^^^'^ be Iden- 

cultural cotxditions of lif^ the increaL of /H^'f °^ material and 

the level of infonnedness owi^g tfthe Lvi^--"^^^ ^^^^^^^^ ol I 

ledge of literature lead td thfcXral i^t?]^^^^" . know- 
higher cualiacation loses his P^^^S^T-^i ^^^^^^^ 

in the light of the c;i;trn?4ara":Sst"«''oTr/ad''"" '? '^'''^ ^-^^^^ 
establishment of the-typoloov ofVh Jl ^ reading. In the last analysis the 
possible the more effe'Siie^eaiizltiorof th/^ ^7k'""" \i^-^atur.e wilf make 
\rs as the direct pamcip^ts of aSguf life. ^" '''^^ education of woi-k- 

ltteratur?pio'^;isXf m^S"^^^^^^^^^ °f ^^-"t in artistic 

culture. This is one of^the ^ent^l asks^f liL'^"'' °^ 'l^ ^^^^ °^ ^==ding 
connected with the effectiveness ?,f °f libraiTr work which is directly 

• planified and deliberate wort of ei?^T'^^^^'''=*'^°"• "^^^^ needed is 
on the knowledge of the c^mplilteTX^r^^ °h ^f^^^Sl-l f-nt, based 
terests. In addition to this Also n^^P^I fj , °^ -^^^ evolution of readers' in- 
since it is destined for the develo~ K ^"^'^^''^ a major part 

in readers. Today the critir^ eve^cXt^ understanding, of artistic values ' 
and primarily spTaks to the nTr^^Z^l^oYr^rTtty^^,^^''^ ^>'=^=^ ^^^^^^ 
The reading masses are outside slhere if <nn ""^n readers, 
bilities of today's critics are iLitless v'^f* ?"Wes, the possi- 

culture by defining the essence of Ss of ^^^I ""V^ ''eading 

or the television. °^ ^"^ through the prels, the radio 

interestf.'^At"^^:^nrhore^r'^t:,L^t^^^ in the shaping of readers' 
satisfte^, ' °^^^^'^' somfetxAes even the readers' needs are not 

towns" mor? tha'lTL^ o'f^irretdlrf : Je^^^ ^ '^^^^S - ^he lif, of small 
for during the survey. Panly this " due ? t^'=^ ^ ^9>k they a^ked ,- 

tain bestsellers is low. fh^ reAsSs of suh/t^^ ^^^^^ °f ' 

percent /according ta ,the subjec^l^SesSoW This'"?^^''' 
fact that many people are unable to loolf 7^ u 'J u connected with the „ 
the lack^f th^e librarian' s'^^i^i5,i°^Lt°:d:f^^^^ °" '"^^ " 

characte'x4^^^^c7f%^^^:^L^:Xf rtt^^^^^^^ ^J^l J' ^^^^idual 

th'e.p^opfe^tTe s^e^% '^rire'^h'^f "'l'"^ ^^.^^^^^ ^-^^^^^ 1-el of 
opinions as well. ^ ' ^'^^ shaping the true aesthetical ideas aM 
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FCXiAKASSY Mlkl6B - KAMARAS IstvSn 



RECEIVING OF A CONTEMPORARY 
HUNGARIAN SHORT STORY 



1. OBJECTIVES AND METHODS OF RESEARCH 



The intemaWal resear^ carried out by the Centre for Library 
Science and Methodology examined the ^^^'""^^^^''^^^^ 
writers belonalna to the b^t of contemporary Hungarldn literature, terenc 
' Sd^ta LK&rk6ny. Both short stories deal with general human prob- 
l«^s! wherrdii^ct moients of the plot and the real meaning deviate to a 
SiiiTe^ent ^xmore so than with the majority of our everyday readings 
From^^rthe>^ o^^Y relatively independent factors that deter- 

mine acceptance ^^present research has emphasized but a f ew : 
mine a<=<=^P,^^^ piSf of the readers In^the social division of labour, b. / 
their demographic characteristics, c. / their system of values, / their 
c^turdlb^^^or, eT/ effects of their nattonal linguistic- cultural environ- 
SJm SlnS^e still going on /fact-finding 'ibroad and *e Proces^ 

Q^na ftf d«ta In Hunaarv/. the to^ic^f our present Investigation Is the short 
:Si/bf^lnS A^e Sp^dix/, and from among factors Influencing receiving 
we deal with the role of soclal-demographlc posltlpn only. 

The examined persons represented certain straja of the members of 
libraries as well as professional readers /"literary agents / as well. In 
the fallowing composition: 




A 

B , 
C 
D 
E 



locksmith, turner 
locksmith, turner 
textile worker 
textile worker 
ae;rlcult. worker 

secondary-school 
student , 
librarians 



critics 



male 
male 
female 
female 
male 50^ ^ 
female 5©^ 
male ^ 
female 70* 
male 30^ 
female 709^ 
male 809^ 
female 2056 



i|.0-50 
20-30 

20-50 

iK)-50 



8 claasea 
8 claasea 
8 olaasea 
8 claasea 

8 claasoA 



Budapeat 
Budapest 
Budapest 
Budapeat 

villaBO 



100 
50 

100 

50 

80 



16-17 10 clasaea 
5 5-5Q(^uii ver Bity 
24-^0 miiver^ity 



Bxidapest 100 



towns 
towna 



50 
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2. THE INTERPRETATION OF THE SHORT STORY FOR THE 
AIMS OF RESEARCH 

K ^ presupposition was that from among the three stories this <Sne 
will be the most confusing for the reader who expects a literary work to be 
clear and to have an unambiguous moral and consistency.^ Santa's storv is 
namely enigmantlc and lacks the explanation of the plot and refdVences to the 
or ^ K^'^'^f^"?" dramatic situation. N4)reoyer, it is the read- 

iiLgS of tL^ s^^^^^ '"^^ conclusions and the moral message from the 

Mx,^.o T^^"' intr^uctory part the*dramatic situation i.s unfolded in four 
anus. The meaning is to be unravelled by the reader on two levels - a lexi- 
cal one /objeaive-notlonal sphere as we call it/, and in a series of situa- 
tional motives which are based on the former. Since the author uses rela- 
tively few elements and ^ form of repetitions and variations in both spheres, 
the receiving of formal elements ^Iso belongs to the complete understanding 
thus also Its analysis Is needed; \ oiiums,^ 

The story Is of a twofold symmetric Inner structure. This Is refer- 
tilii^aV J ^"^^A ° P^^j°^^ struaure of the plot: the two ques- 

tloniJigs of the twd shepherds and the surrounding objects'/those o> the • 
stepherds' life and the Instruments of power/. All fundamental o&iectlve. 
. notional motifs appear with a schematic simpleness and a mythical accent. 

The author- deepens the twofold meaning of the situations, and though 
it Is always the a*med men who begin all actions and determine the course of 
events, the passive role of the shepherds, their silence. and stubborn resist- 
ance are a very essential factor here. 

Thus, behind the aggressive, Inhiunan main part, th^ second voice of 
positive human behaviour that unfolds in the back-ground get^s more and more 
dennlte, too. 

According to our presupposition, the degree of receiving the mes4 
sage of the story can be best measured by the understandings of this polarfl^y. 
the battle of positive and negative forces. 

Another problem was to decide the extent to which the historic situa- 
tion « not concrete, merely hinted at by the title "Nazis" - gets connected 
with historic and ideologic notions, how the "unexplaln^ stylization is com- 
pleted with concrete interpretations." The author does not say whether the 
shepherds really hide partisans or not. This question is answered liy the 
readers and groups of readers in different wa^s. Many readers answered 
with the stereotypes provided by adventure films and historical novels. Oth- 
ers Interpret the short story not as one floating between reality and symbol- 
ism, but as some "historical moral* or "parable of the^ast". 

Considering the viewpoints of calculation, we have compiled a stock ' 
of key words consisting of 33 tinits on the basis of the above viewpoints of 
analysis. The words were selected in order to help selection partly accord- 
ing to the basic textual understanding, partly to the supposed directions of 
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generalization. From among the words the reader had to choose first 11 con- 
sidered as most characteristic, the next step was to choose further 3 ones 
from rhe^fxhe composition of tour key -word list with the connected view- 

poixu>r> I * ' , 

a/obj"ectlve-ridtlonal sphere /the^'ba^ic dimensions 
of tl^e events without any generjalization on the level of lexical, syntagmatic 
understax^ing/ : armed men, old man, little boy, shepherds /characters/, * 
goat, dog, lcx€ trimdheon /objects and surrounding/, qMestioning /basic situ- 
ation/ 

b/the meaning of the situation /the unfolding of the plot, 
the background content of actions/: resistaujcey-pefusal, secrecy, defencte- 
les^ness /on the shepherds' part/ * 

inhumanity, isuspection, humiliation, terrorization /onj^e Nazis' part/ 

c/ - misinterpretation of the situ a Vi pn^' remote associ- 
ations Nifar, peasant misery, partisans, servitude /historical notions/, 
goodness /emotional factor/, mopping up, tyranny /concrete interpretations/ 
d/ the totality of meaning /the piost critical notions that^re- 
fer to the behaviour of the shepherds/ bravenes', hiiman deportment,, heroism 
/positive notions/ submission, cowardness, subservience /negative notions/ 

e/ formation filmic, repetitions, paralells- \ 

/' 

The interpretation of the short story, however, was not measured 
with this stock of key ^ords only opportunity was given to the reader to 
verbalize himself what the story was 'about, i.e. what the author's message 
had been. This textual material - considering the disadvantage of^written 
composition - could be used partly as a control to our key-words, partly as ^ 
a mirror of spontaneous reactions, i.e. acceptance of the short story. 

Thus, the acceptance of^e fehort story "Nazis" is a task that re- 
qiiffls great mental *ef fort .of the averag^reader , at the same time it is a good 
opportunity to activate creative abilities and accepteince* This work cannot 
only be misinterprefted in differejit Ways, it can also' be interpreted various- 
ly- / . ■ 

3. ACCE/t^YANCE OF THE SH 




0 From among 'the eight groups the first five^i^in^^^ch strata of 

readers which/meet short stories and modem literature*i(g^f fhis *^ind very 
seldom. For nlany of them thi5 was the first occasion to m'^t -luch writings. 
Therefore it is remarkable that neither of the grdups did coll^gctively reject 
Santa's wofk, ^ * ^ > * ^ 

The /different sentences of the statements of approvaFknd, disapproval 
were markeW^y 5 -4-- 3-2-: 1, thus the average marks of the groups could be 
calculated, just like the scatter diagram indicating the intensity of the con-"^ 
currence of opinions in valuation. 

All the groups evaluated the story ratA^r positively than negatively, 
and it was better eval^iated by those with higher qualifications, and from 
among workers men liked it more. Accordance was the greatest with official 
literary agents /librarians and critics/ and the smallest with young workers 
and workingmen. Beside the determinative role of the place, occupied in the 
social division of labour, we can feel also the effects of both age and sex. , 
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A elder workers E 

B young worlciden P 

C elder workingwomen 0 

D young *orkingwomen H o.rltloa 



elder peaiants 
aeoondary-aohool atudenta 
librarlana ' . 



Pig* 1 

The most common among explanations of approv^il and disapproval was 
the message-centred. In these certain moments of the author' s message 
coma up, i.e. the interpretation of the work. /e.g. "Because it described the 
struggle between the violence of power and the simple people'*/. Similar in 
numt)er are the Explanations stressing accordance or the opposite, the 
instructive chara<;ter of the menage and the truth of the story. The 
second group reasoned by approval or disapproval of the way of formation, 
•those who mentioned the emotional effect were less in number. Be-, 
tween message- centred' and emotional ^explanations there are intermediate 
ones mentioning the characters in the story. In this case the readers werfe 
connected with the message by their likes and dislikfes of the characters 
personifying the author* s message. A transition between message- centred 
explanations and those that mentioned the way of formation is the group of a 
few who explained their approval with intelligibility. Also in this re- 
spect the mo«t deviating groups i^that of the critics, where the ratio of ex- 
planations referring to the message and the way of formation is reverse^. The 
important role of the truthfulness, of the story is remarkable with ^Ider 
workingwomen, similarly remarkable is the rather low niunbef* of explanations 
referring to the method of artistic fornmtion in Jhe case of both groups of 
workingwomen, and the surp^risingly gr^at propprtion of* the emotional effect 
in both prpfessioptal reader groups. This latter fact is especiaUy strilong, 
at the same time easy to understand, if we consider that explanations I was 
shocked" or "It was. up setting", which indicate a cathartic effect, too, only 
occur in case the message was solved and we may assume that this happened 
most frequently in the two groups of professional readers; 
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' J}ie role of the two factors most strongly determiniifg approval and dis- 
approval was analyzed also by asking the questions 'Do you agree with the 
author's message" and "What literary valud-do you attribute to this short 
story". Both qwestions'^had to' be answered by underlining the answers con- 
vegrtible intp five marks, and also these answers had tq be explained. The 
following diagram , contaLas the average marks of approval, aesthetic .evalua- 
tion and accordance with the message for the eight groups. 




A elder workers E, 

B young workmen F 

C alder workingwomen G 

D fouxkg workingwomen H 

Pig. 2 



elder peasants 
secondaiT^-school atudenta 
librarians 
critics 



Accordance with the message was iairly great in all the grpups, this 
pres\imably contributed to the fact that the ^hort story was accepted by the * 
majority. On the basis of the Average marks given by the, eight groups the 
differences are minimal in respect to accordance with the message^ and they 
are maximum in approval, this refers to the fj^ct that beside the two factors^ 
approval is influenced by others as well. Options mostly differ in case of 
approval, and less in the case of literary evaluation. ^ < 

On the basis of the acceptance of the short story "Nazis" first of 
all the two professional reader groups can be divided off, the behavioiir of 
the group of young workingwomen was rather special, but also the groups of 
otherwise similar behaviour differ in some aspects at least. 



4. INTERPRETATIONS 



.What Is it, after all, th^t has captured them, what do they reject, 
what do they agree with, and to what texts dovfhey react in the >3bray mentioned 
above? This survey was doubtlessly the most exciting and, at the same time^ 
the mosf complicated task of our investigation. ^ 
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>yas to 



. meaning, ho J^e'r ^^n L^Xlre;^I^^ ?/ — fhelr 

notions of the material in the/readers^ dP,J^^V< ^""^ 8?»^?rali2atlon; the 
■tive and ideal arouus T^e mLtf^r^r p '^^,^<='^P"ons were divided Into obiec- 
Plot on the two^Ss W 'he iarac ers/^ «f 
with a moral sense is also tNl!Jirectio„af -nTf^K n generalization 
represents the oppressive, Xu^nSS/whr^M^^^ sharpehed. the stary 

• rial vas divided into the follXini, „^ ^ vibration oj the two. The mate^ , 

. .as ideal-objecUv^betilen tte '^V^'^ '^^^^ " 

ical genera ization? fakcisl l/r' n '=°"<«-^i^S certain hlstor, 

latte? groups can be pUwd il a nA^f ' P^^^^^n^:, etc./. The t«o 

■ and can also be molefi^d? The tde^a" ^e';^^^^^^^ ^^l*^"' ' 

moral in^r^ction. spe^4i\-?J^?rirof th^JUtioj ^nf Si 

peasants-2d yo^VworSw^^^^ given by' the groups of elder 

of our relevan^t ^t^i^^'S^fr^r^N^^^tif,?^^^ 35 and 30 percent 

sive to tttd message and «^e^^ moral- ?hi^,^^ "° respon- 

ceat of.concrete Lmentf rideal ^ttis'-'fh'e rlsSHrthe r "^'^ ^ P^"' 
taneous activity - Jbrrri th*. >ii«K*^«rt. r^-TJ/ * results ot the readers' spon- 
/critics. Ub^^TTl^^^ P--P« of prlfessSf^ls 

hlstorlcaf ^d'^soS^K' U^'aU^o'cSSSrt^^^^^^ categories - mokly 

elder peasants and young ^Te toJk^t c^.ll °J S^^'^P^* 

3ibiuty:i?^K2rjXsir<5^ " ' 

ended on a poitlve ^r rather poIltlve noJ^-^ TT ""^^^ the story "Nazis'!. 
school students are almost tL lfme in .Mc*i ° answers of secondaijj^- . 
P93itlveorr^gatlveno?rythe^^1s Uss dS T^'^^'" «=ems that the , 
tlon.^ln thla soHal division 3f labourTh«n ^ "dependent on the reader's posi- " 
demand of the young WDle krmiJni^ ? ^"'^ experience. /Beside 'th.^ - 
the beh^viourrode! o'f^°&riv%"?^i1^^^^^^^ Value.? •- . 

.was Uu^^e^ifaVTof ^^^y -"i- ' 

Hon of peasant readers d III n^ « P?^"*°'' °^ ^^h Ihe excep. - 

TKi. fa^ isTemart^e blS^^thf ^orTrVfe/s^St ^'''^P^- ^ 

of the story and by tlS* word /^T.» = cTf „ « I positive charaaers ^fo 

sy-pathy.^t W.S 
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' T)ie next three fe^y words In fact form one group /tiumlllatlpn , 
t e r t^r , I n hu m a a 1 1 y /and refer to the interpretation of the situation 
m tb^fart of the armed men^ tf^ consider these words as the s?/nonyms 
of the samjrlhlng /the actions of tlie armed/ , the resu^ts of the analysis 
good-^b^d seen again ^. ^^ short story was experienced by the readers 
as ifhe pt^esentation of Evil. 

If the eight groups are compared oirthe basis of the.mo^t frequent tenT^ 
wot-ds \ve can find and register characteristic differences. In the two pro- 
fessional groups the following two ^ords referring to form can be found: 
repetition and filmic . The appea;rahce Qt two key words of the type - 
"misinterpretation" Is remarkable, I.e. obedience Ajid subservl^ 
ence. In a paf^lpilarly peioratlve seas^. In groups A, C,.U, E /with the 
exception of yourig 'male -workers/ they appear among the most Important key- 
^fl'ords pr(5fesslonal readers attach less Importaixde to them. On the basis 
of the cotnparlson of the order of sequence of the most frequent IQ words 
'Viven the highest average mark. It Is first of all two professional reader ^ 
strata that ^n be separated from each gther. The other two similar gro^PS, 
were those of ^Ider peasants and workingwomen, relatively, separated. from 
all the other groups was also that of elder workers, ^ 

It would be tod^ «*ash tdi SS^aw a*hy conclusions before the i9mpl^tlo^-.qf . . 
' the proc'^sslng works , In particular U bnly. the effeigit of :sociodeAipgraphic . 
position from among the factors was analyzed and. in thp casie Of onhr one of , 
the three tesf storie;^. Nevertheless trusting that oMr results 90 fa*" p^lnt In 
the directlorf of the Whole aimed atv some conclusions can pe advanced: ; 

l/'We hope to have succeeded tn proving that the? everyday word . 
"approval" simplifies the coihplex rec^riiig \fledianism oijily two factors of ^ 
which ^ have stressed /aesthetic evaliftttion and accordance with the au- 4 
thors ne^SBLgef . Furthermore we hope l.t >fi clear .from the above that th^ ac- 
ceptaiice'of a liteteary work does' not tel^ mu6h about Its receiving even if It \ 
Is approached from the basis. ^pf such a ^^^^ . & 

V- wltl>o^t interpretation. 1 \. '1'. , ' \ 

- 1 I 2A Even in the chse of one story-.r^e hope to have Illustrated the Im- \ 
portance of'-telp^lng tdia group either chosetip /position in 'the division of 
labour/ or determin^^ l\^^f. age and soc^l posltlar. of ^He >^rentsA, ^ 
90clod^mographlc^sitifc in both Acceptance ^nd iiitepretkion 0/ a Utenafy 
v^ork. m the some time/ by Wdoverjlng s^atfering hidden by|average marks , 
.|uiave also showed that tKer^^asC still ample space .for o1,lfier *e>tpla^tory. 

° ' 3/ Recommendation of'books-and reader Instrucitlon'belon^g to the li- ^ 
ftr^rians' q^ctivitles and, the role of recomi^rtehdatlon is based^on their role as 
leaders. We cSmild have seen that the distance between.llbrarians and the dif- 
ferent croups was not th.^ same in all the cases. Librarians are Inclined to 
V se the notions of the "-.iteader" or "worker reader", however /the Ubrarxan 
••reader receiver" operates similarly in the casej of certaxn strata of work- 
'\ rs and dissimilarly in the case of bther^. Thorough self-knowledge is ^ot ^ 
inough^td aake this conscious, thorough laibwledg^ of readers is necfes^ary, 

" The strength of connection between approval andUnterpretaiton ; ^ 
"'as well as the presence of the "outer world" /i.e. how historlcarcontext 
cAXi i^cr^d^^ the chances of m:odem pVose / 'Cai^Jbe proved by the results ot a 
foi^er investigation...The acceptance ||£ this short story, more exaxst y a 
version of It, was investigated among worker librarv readers. The alteration 
rreant the ommissiori of- one wdrd onry,ythe title, .fae average mark <5i ap- 
pro'/al was 2-.0 then and the ^oportio/of refusals 39 percen..t. In the present 
inyestig^tloa a complete short storySj^as yead by four ^roupsrof workers,, 
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" ADDrtlOJjJAL' STATEMENT 
..KaiinarAs lotvan 
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In^fa^l-lnvocUe-Ung tho rc^^U^ of^h^^^l^' '" ° '^^o-'ost. .Wo wore 
Pogamoay Miklds 
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DISCUSSION 

Leader ol diocuooion: DOBRYNINA, Nalalia 




DOBRYNINA, Naldlia E. 

introducing a diocuaoion, loK mo have oomo remarkf>, Clafloiflc 
of |*iece3 of ficticn is. if poaajbiP, moro ditticult than is the case of p< . 
BCientiilc Works, the r^ethodological uncertainty boihg much greater. Wo oc 
to agree in the exaqt definitions of the terms wo uso. The dialectics ol ^ 
relation between th6 reader and the work road ought also to deal wH^ wo 
niust define thd concepts of attitude and mentality. ' . 

The exlensivo phase ot surveys has come to an endi at 
present it . isv the sociological componento ot reading that most bo dealt 
with Wo must got to know the ottect of the surroundings. the fam- 
Uy " arid the ofhool. • The oignilicance of IrttQrpersonal relations must 
bo vv/oighed, too. The Bulgarian statement makes clear that people havlna 
rocoivod Intermediato education road more keenly than graduate ppoplo. B 
it possible, that education affeclo reading but up to 'a certain 'level? The 
connecUon between the ever growing leisure time and reading must not bo 
noglGctod, dither. At the same tlmo, wo ought to ttnd exact Instruments to 
Qnd out the "favourite" writers, Thero are people who, when confronted with 
that question, answer, In stereotypes. menUonlng names wich are good man- 
ners to know or to like, or perhaps they give that work which they read 
last. Wo ought to find out. furthelftnore, those effects, which are exercised 
the national feeUngs by active reading of fiction. Finally, the connection 
between the reception and the verbal valuation of Uterary works must be 
ej^lored. too. 

KA1V1>NRAs Istvdn 

' A questi-on to coUeague Mitov: "ave you siot any data abbut the 
Uterary taste of people belonging to various social layers, expressed at a 
rate per cent? Another question:, How did yoU Interpret the genres? That Is, 
what 13 the difference between reading novels, stories or tales? 

My quesUon to colleap^ue Stelmakh concerns the Interest towards 
reality As for myself. I am not much afraid of the phenomenon when read- 
ing means the turning away from reallb^r; after all, might mean claim for 
changing the reality, Stelmakh rrfade hints at certain flwrong books, 1 wonder 
whether w© could join forces in the batUe against books of low standard. 

My coUeague Slekierski, * having enroUed the motives for reading 
fiction, menUoned a claim for gaining knowledge and for aquaintance with 
various forms of behaviour. V\hat values has he experienced besides these? 
How can he Qt into his system the foUowing: enjo9ment. relaxation, pleasure, 
amusement, and the reader's attitude towards '^^^eae? Va3 he dealt with the 
^!Xer pokslbUltles for the typifying of behaviour mdiiels? Where does he 
put in his system thpse «who read ^fiction with the claim of finding an an- 
swer to the question: "How am^ to live?" ^ 



FRbHLICH, Lothar 



I ohould lU^p to know £rcin coUoar;uoo Kamaris and Poaaraaay if 
thoir roooarch roaullo could bo uood in library pracUco. How do -they work 
togothor with othor partnoro? After ^ invoalicaUon oi tho ottocto ctf Utora- 
^ mkSS!!^ Ir^roaUng lor both educators and poychologlotn. I agree 
wim l3t^ Kamanis In tho uttor importance ol Iho (traction attributed to 
acUon. Bealdea Ita leaching and educaUng rcie 'aa medium (or gh^g Ideal., 
ilo entertaining funcUon Is equaUy important. The aesthetic quaUUOa ci Ute^ 
aturo rofloct those o< tho reaUty. 



. SZENTIRMAI lAaxX6 / 

U Ive accept the manyfold character ol Uteraturo in ilo ejects and 
funcUono, then lot me ask my Hungarian coUeagueo whether they found or 
not arry Wnd> of escape eff<x:t in, their research. 

WALIGORA, Johanna . / 

It la doar from Steimakh'o work that the connecUon between the 
contonto cA reading ond tho reader must be found. The queoUon of the 
typifying of readers is of utmost importance; and this regards not only ^ to 
fiction readers but to readers of popular oclentlflc and tcK:hnical Uterature 
ao well. Border cases may not be neglected, olther. A clarification ef the 
quesUon is important because we would Uke to make use of our knowledge 
when suggesting books to tho readers. 

NAGV AttUa ^ ' , I 

I direct my quesUon to coUeague Slekierski: Having spoken ol the 
funcUcn ol the TV and ' the wiroloao^ he defined' TV as a mass medium 
conveying sots of informaUon. What is his opinion on programmes Uke the 
"Groat Battles"? The sorioo is about tho batUes fouflrf in the 2nd Worid 
War; It shows original documents and the comments^of Ih© ourvlyors. One 
may say, the oerloo made a catharsis effects; th/ effect Itacjif "being 
otronger than that of feature films, duo just to Its/documept- value. 

" Books are rrteano of the strongest effecl" . Thik^^deflniUon also* 
needs i;jcme dariflcaUon, science there are some fa^ ^oo riot insignificant 
social layers on which the ¥V and the wlrj^los^ have much greater impact. 

Ao for quecUons concerning -termiApit^, I suggest that everytxsdy 
should make dear the terms .used in his ^r her survey. ' 



COCHINESCU, flie * , - 

In Sartre's opinion, pubUshlng a twsok in a socialist country, ur*- 
Uke to capitalist countries, means in itself sucigestion of the same book, 
• Contrary to this, researchers have to have some method for; quaifybig a 
book good or bad. Which method should € be? In a book's success an 
important role is pi&yed by the reviews and the putdlc's literary taste. 



MITOV, Zdravko 



Establishing the value of literary works is no doubt \loiicate prot>- 
lem. To avoid oubioctivism, one has to recline on literary critique, but, as 
often happens, critiques lag behind the pace of publishing, or do not con- 
tain indeed vg/«abl© sentences* Instead of this Unger on the . level of re- 
views, and what is more they gometimos neglect certain books, flrst of^all \ 
those of young atuthors. * " ^ • 

< 
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DOBRVNINA, Natj 
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Sortro la Q bit U^o opUmlctic in judging oociallol book pubiinmng. 
Umfortunatpty^ thoro euro majfiy writoro. vvtio incroooo D>o cotogory of "vvrcn^ 
b*K)ko. T^ooo \ivrUoro db" nol^ otart from oocial noodo, thoy write inalncoroiy; 
th<Ty-. obo^rvo tho mitlcU otago of tho roadoro^ intoroot, and thoy euro trading 
upon it. ^ J 

Tho Bulsarton ccUoaguo io xi&r^ in demanding objoctivo critoria 
for book valuation. * ^ . ** * 

Literary criticism olaf hao' ito nuznorous oubjoctivo factors, strengtH- 
onod by Iho equally *ubj9cUvo roAdcro' and c^iologloto' toato. 

Tho moot qb|1sfctlvo factor, It ooomo, is tlmo itoclf, but it io hard 
to uso it bccauoo of ^ long rang© procooa. Contonto analyaos of literary 
wi^fko, or analyo€?o of thoir meoc^ago can bo of ' bocno help. 

S1BKIER3KI, Stoniaiavv • a . 

Another difficulty in evaluating works is caused, by tho dlfforlng g ^ 
tormo used t^y scholars and oiAq^ur readers. Thoir obocrvations also differ, 
V^o cugihl to abandon tho oo for. used categories and find another hierarchy 
of values, now fit fbr defining th9 values of books, and Xhfi value claims to 
be demanded. Readers react upon a given tKK>k according to (heir group 
poaiticn. 

As for the TVs role: TV can give ouch values which cannot bo 
ensured Ijy kxjcks, yet it does not moon a more eooential effect to be ot- 
trikaited to the former. Results of descriptive experlmento differ from those 
*oi theo^retical ones. 

MTTOV, Zdravko A 

I have got charts ^containing tho ' appropriate data] I shall place 
them at coieagu* Kamanis's disposal. The terms of novel, ctory and tale 
may be clarified by* a common terminology, 

KAMARAS iBbMn 

Colleague Dobrynlna has h^pod me to answer comrade Cochlnea- 
cu'a question. We took these factory into conaldcjratlon, olnco the control 
group of our inlemalional survJi^ conoists of reviewers. We do not forget, 
either, that the socidoglsfs taste has a role even, when onalyaOng data. 

Answering to coUeague Prtihllch, I may say that rosu^s of the 
surv^ ol reception ^jcon very weU be utiUzed by, the theory of Uterature, 
pcKlagogy, and perhaps oven tjy moss media. 

Our research team cofwiala ol. a^ociologlsts, psychologists, revivors, 
Uterary men. The role played tjy Ulerary advisors ia. oquoUy irpportant. There 
ore aestheUci<>n3, Uterary sociologists, oH oociologlstfe, marl^eting exports and 
Docio- psychdogials among the feUows ol our resoarch team. Wo co- operate 
with oxir partners in a pleasant, discussing atmosphere. 

t 

DOBRVNINA, NalaUa E. ^ , * 

• - ' *^ t' 

^ ' Ao olalcfd tjy several cf uo, tho^ Uterary work bao got throe b^c 

funcUoniH namely, tho cognlUve, the ideological- othlcal and tho ooathotlcol 
funcUono. From a ipethodologlcal point of view, a sharp diotincUon ^vould bo 
dloadvanlogooiis. The aoothotlcal luncUon pormealoo tho root. This however 
in very hard to gauge. The co-operative research of Bulgarian, PoUah, So- 
viet and Hungarian exporto- offers a helping >iand in clearing up the prob- 
lem. However, a quosUon arises: What role does the language play in the 
recopUon of a Uterary work? The aeathoUcal effect of the text in tho cose 
of a native language group highly differs from that o^,-a foreign ionguago 
gpoup. Tronolationo, oopeciaUy rough translations, Though reDocting some 
a^othelic value, Umit the poosibility of reception. I think, a similar common 
r^Loarch wiU help in finding the best methods ensuring a reception tl^rovgh 
various Lcngi2a£ee b\& at tho ' oome iovoi. 
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REC0MMEtjpATIONS 




Tho conference stated that socialist Ubrary poUcy long-range plan- 
ning^d development, methodological gtUdance and Ubrary practice aUke 
COUI4 utiUze the results of research into reading and library use done by U- 
brary research Institutes, moreover also the dif/erent institutions and organ- 
izaUons of cultural policy and the dissemination of reading /school. pubUsh- 
ing, mass communications etc. / could rely on them. » 

1. The participants of the conference consider it Unportant to make ' 
the exchange of information more regular, to extend it over research plans, 
aids and even studies containing partial results as far as possible. • 

2. It is desirable to elaborate a factual. Informative study of the re- 
search Institutes of reading, their major results and perspectives in every 
sodaUst country before the end of 1975. The studies presenting the read- > 
ing research done In sodaUst counties could be pubUshed in a. <iollectlon of 
one of these countries undertook pubUshing but they could be pubUshed also 

in thfe journal of IFLA starting in 1975, other international journals as weU ^ 
as the Ubrary journals of sociaUst ^countries. 

" 3. The participants of th^ conference recommend parallel investiga- 
tions by mutual, identical methods of the same subject in the following fields- 
a/ The reception of Utqrary works 
^ There is a possibiUty to join the present Bulgarian - PoUsh - Hunaa- 
- rlan- Soviet investigation of ^tie reception pf short stories. 

' \. well-known work of world Uterature translated into every lanffuaae 
could be investigated in this way. ^ .J a 

The secret of the success of the most popular literary works of th^ 
70s and the characteWstlcs of their reception could be investigated. 

^ b/,Research into children's reading 
u.i J V ^ of prellmlnaiy agreement" the popularity and reception of some 

Children' s book§ fcnpwn the world over could be studied intensively . 
B.g. Robinson Crusoe by Defoe * 
Winnie the Pooh by Milae 
Tlmur and his grotip by Gaydar 
The Uttl^ prince by Saint-Exupery 
as weU as classical tales 
, c/ It would be impoi^tant to investigate' the Ubrary profession from" ' 
the sodologjical and psychological, points of view: the exploration of the 
motivational system of Ubrarians, the choice of profession, the knowledge of 
^th^ subjective components of the tt'ansmission of CTiltiire. 

d/ It would be interestin^^and usefuljtb analyze histbrical novels most 
popular among teenagers, to study tij^ti-^fects. The aim of investigations 
carried -on in individual countries iddia^iendently and concomitantly - on the ^ 
basis of some harmonized important yiei;tfpoiiits - is to gather information on 
such ^orks that may play a vital role in becoming a reader and the formation ' ' 
of the View of history alike. On thebasis of the juxtaposed studies the ana- 
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lytical "examination of common traits and national specialities would bp pos- 
sible* . , ^ J 
e/ The sociological research into the professional literature demands 

of various social- occiipational strata would render library Vork extremely 

effective. , ^ , i. _r 

^ f/ Thelongitudinal sociologicaUmon^gr^aphic study of the libraries 
and their social environments of similar settlements would be novel and rich 
in interesting experiences. ^ ^ 

g/ Studies of the reception of works of fiction and their film versions 
would yield results useful at the national and international level alike. 

4. In the more sucessful implementation of further research, the more 
effet:tive utilization of their conclusions , the development 'of socialist cooper- 
ation and In the interest of the comparability of results and methods of re- 
search the first indispensable step is to pay more attention to the use of ter- 
mlnirt^gy on the part Of the research workers. It would be the precondition 
for the later^p</ssible coordination of terminology that the research workers ' 
always define concepts used by the research question. 

^ 5 . The participants of the conference sh,ould urge their superior 
authorities to organize the work- conference of libraries 'engaged in reading . 
research in social coiintries regularly th^ next ought to be held in 1976 or 
1977 when the questions of the unification oT terminology, reading by thildreii 
under 14 as -well as mutual researdies started on the basis of these recom- 
mendations could be on the agenda. 

6. The conference considers it desirable to publish the results of the 
conference. With this end in vi«w Natalya Dobrinma, Jadwiga Kotoziejska 
and Johanna Waligora were entrusted with the editorial tasks. The conference 
acknowledges the readiness of the host coimtry to undertake techn|Lcal and 
typographical preparations and Istv^ Kajnar^s was designated as the secre- 
tary of the editortal committee. 

Budjl^est, October 17, 1974. ' 
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